
 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

How far does this 'preliminary' plan meet your expectations? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 

1 Thank you for inviting us to comment on 
the preliminary draft of the Ripon City 
Plan.  We are happy to note that there 
are no plans to extend the City 
Development to the South of the A61 
bypass which forms the natural barrier 
between our two Parish 
communities.  The area marked as a pink 
triangle is, of course the 
Morrisons/Hotel/Other units 
development for which planning consent 
has been granted.  Given the present 
uncertainty in the Supermarket business 
sector, there must be a reasonable 
chance that the scheme may not begin 
within the required timescale in which 
case the planning consent will expire.  If 
there are to be discussions about an 
alternative use of this site, we would 
certainly wish to be consulted given that 
this area is within Littlethorpe Parish. 

Process  Continue dialogue with Littlethorpe 



 

 

2 I have just moved into Ripon and am 
keen to see the preliminary draft plan. 
Unfortunately the Preliminary draft 
dropped through my letterbox is not of a 
big enough scale for me to determine 
matters which I consider critical. I 
note that I have just missed the last day 
of exhibition at the Town Hall, 
but is it possible you could send me a 
pdf of this plan please? 
It does not appear to be on a link on 
your website either. 
I note the consultation closes in two 
weeks so I would appreciate a prompt 
reply. 

Insufficient detail   

3 My wife and I are relative newcomers to 
Ripon in terms of living in the city – we 
rent Old Deanery Cottage opposite the 
Cathedral and moved here in September 
2013.  We both work for the Dean and 
Chapter – my wife is PA to the Dean and 
I work part-time as a Verger at the 
Cathedral.  We moved from Thirsk, 
where we lived for 20 years. 
  
Although we don’t know Ripon that well, 
due our recent arrival, we nevertheless 
support the general approach being 
taken with the Ripon City Plan.    
  
This is a beautiful city on account of the 
fact that it has not been overdeveloped 

Insufficient detail   



 

 

and sits in a self-contained area of land 
with plenty of green space all 
around.    It has several jewels in the 
crown, not least the Cathedral.  As a 
place known in the past as a seat of 
learning, and clearly a major force for 
worship and culture, the city has a lot to 
offer.   People have cared about this city, 
you can tell that from the way it 
looks, its overall layout, with splendid 
parks, hotels and such like.    It is built on 
tradition and long may this continue.  It 
is nice to be in a City amidst educated 
and literate people, from all walks of life 
and all sharing a common love of the 
city.   
  
There are a raft of buildings and 
structures which tell of its long history 
and aside from a few blots on the 
landscape, most of the townscape is 
intact and hangs together very well.  The 
rivers and canal clearly add to the 
environmental appeal and provide an 
added dimension which warrants care 
and attention.  And there is a good 
selection of supermarkets for all pockets 
– one hopes that the addition of ALDI 
will be the final supermarket to be 
allowed into Ripon so as not to overcook 
the pudding.    



 

 

4 Thank you for the copy of the plan which 
I have read with interest. I have some 
immediate responses that I would be 
grateful if you would include in your 
consultation process. 

Insufficient detail   

5 I haven’t received a copy of the 
proposed Ripon neighbourhood plan 
although I live at Pottery Fields on North 
Road and have always wanted to be 
within the development boundary and 
when filling in the original proposal 
questionnaire actually commented on 
the new line which included me within 
the boundary.  I looked on the website 
today and have discovered that you 
include Pottery Fields on the flood 
plane.  If the Harrogate District Sites and 
Policies Development Planning 
Consultations with the the Planning 
Inspector had gone ahead we should 
have proved this is not correct and that 
we should be considered as in the 
development area.  My property and the 
stable buildings are ABOVE the flood 
bank which has been built in my field so 
that if my property is on the flood plane 
then most of Ripon would be too and 
the department of the environment 
would have made a grave 
mistake!  Because of the 
aforementioned I object vehemently to 

Development limit  Amend plan to include in limit 



 

 

the line excluding me from the Ripon 
Development Area.  I should be obliged 
if you could let me know what I should 
do now to counteract this injustice.  I 
have lived here for forty years now and 
although ten minutes walking from the 
G.P.O. have never been part of Ripon. 

6 The Chapter of Ripon Cathedral wish to 
thank the team that has put the draft 
city plan together for all their work and 
look forward to working with them in 
the development of plans for the 
Cathedral quarter.  

City Centre  Continue discussion with Dean and 
Chapter for development of 
Cathedral Quarter 

7 Constraints On The City's Development 
The thee examples cited are well made. 
However, ways and means of dealing 
with "poor land" have been found, look 
at the degree of development at 
Dallamires Lane, where at one stage, 
areas were thought to be to prohibitive 
to develop, but with initiatives from HBC 
and Developers, these problems were 
overcome. Indeed there were ground 
condition issues to overcome as part of 
the development of West of the Market 
Place. I therefore fully support the 
principle of "re-use" approach rather 
than simply go to greenfield as the 
"easier" option. 

Focus of proposal 

Unstable land  

Comments noted  



 

 

8 It is understood that recent Government 
legislation gave Neighbourhoods more 
say in planning issues and the 
Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan (RCP) 
strictly reflects this in that its 
recommendations are confined, almost 
universally, to the restricted area within 
the city (parish) boundary. This could 
lead to the dangerous situation of either 
squeezing a quart into a pint pot or 
avoiding/not recognising the 
opportunities for improved 
facilities/resources in adjoining locations 
that help to bring employment, 
economic and other benefits to 
Riponians and our neighbours. By 
example it will be recognised that the 
majority of people of both sexes that are 
employed at Melmerby Industrial Estate 
and Light Water Valley live in Ripon. 
Importantly, as Harrogate Borough 
Council (HBC) hold planning 
responsibilities for Ripon and its 
surroundings, then if limited proposals 
are submitted to them for inclusion in 
their planning policy, guidelines and 
development plan then HBC would have 
a case for suggesting the RCP is short-
sighted in its “splendid isolation”. 
Whereas if the RCP takes considered 
account of the how the City is placed in 
the wider context of its neighbours and 

Focus of proposal City limit decided by HBC consultation in 
2012 

 



 

 

collective resources, then HBC would be 
more ready to embrace the 
recommendations and proposals within 
it due to its un-blinkered approach. 
A point of interest would to ask the 
question…….” How many visitors to the 
Town Hall exhibition days either reside 
or work outside the city boundary”? 
If this was known then all references to 
wider inclusion/consultation in the final 
RCP would certainly add weight to the 
submission to HBC. 
However, coming back to the 
information contained within the 
brochure sent out to residents, I have 
annotated (very roughly I’m afraid) 
several notes, comments and other 
information on the plans contained in 
the final three pages which serve to 
anchor many of the comments I have 
made above and in the succeeding text. 

9 No comment n/a n/a  



 

 

10 I didn't have any expectations as I didn't 
know it was been produced. I am 
surprised that Bishopton's or 
Doublegate's flood plain is not a 
protected open space. This field / land 
will protect Ripon from surface water 
flooding in a bad winter, but glad to see 
it's outside your planned "development 
limit". But plans are been submitted in 
November 2014 to HBC. 

Restricted /Green space Comments noted  

11 80% N/A Comment noted. N/A 

12 It doesn't meet my expectations N/A Comment noted. N/A 

13 Generally like the concepts and format.   
 
I feel it is short sighted not to be 
stronger about big developments 
outside the boundary considered by the 
plan given we know where is strong 
developer interest.  There is a serious 
danger that any city plan adopted will be 
like a polo with big developments on its 
boundaries which have a deleterious 
impact on the issue areas addressed by 
the plan and therefore make much of it 
wasted effort. 

Presentation 
 
 
Development Limit / 
Neighbourhood Area 

Comment noted. 
 
 
Comment noted. The area to which the 
Ripon City Plan is applicable was 
consulted upon and agreed back in 2012 
and if we change this we have to start 
the whole process all over again. A 
review of the current development limit 
has suggested some minor amendments 
but is substantially in agreement with 
the current HBC approach. 

N/A 
 
 
Be clear and specific about the 
Neighbourhood Area in our 
communications approach. 
 
Consider our approach to the 
development limit. 
 
Consider the impact of 
developments which may take 
place outside of, but in close 
proximity to the Neighbourhood 
Area. 



 

 

14 I think the document should have 
included a page defining or stating the 
group's Vision for Ripon.  This need not 
have been part of the narrative but 
could have been a single A4 sheet 
enclosure.  It would have helped to set 
the context of the document along with 
the words on page 2. I do not really 
know what I had "expected" but the 
narrative style is easy to read and quite 
informative.  The bullet point on each 
topic or heading is a good way of 
concentrating on what should or should 
not eventually be in any action plan that 
evolves from the strategy.  After the 
introduction, up to the 'constraints' 
section, I would like to have seen the 
next 8 sections listed to form a concise 
index of the topics that you had 
considered. 

Presentation Comment noted. The vision and 
objectives were published in December 
2013 and are available from the Ripon 
City Plan website: 
www.riponcityplan.com 

Consider presentational style in 
publishing the revised draft Ripon 
City Plan. 

15 It is comprehensive and ambitious in the 
congested space given but from my 
point of view does not go far enough 
and I should be very happy if you could 
change the development limit to include 
the little parcel of land out of the flood 
area with my house and buildings on.  
The house has been built and lived in 
since 1952 and the buildings have been 
part of the small holding. 

Development Limit / 
Neighbourhood Area 

Comment noted. A review of the current 
development limit has suggested some 
minor amendments but is substantially in 
agreement with the current HBC 
approach. 

Consider our approach to the 
development limit, in the area 
highlighted. 



 

 

16 All unused premises on industrial sites 
and the Claro barracks area should be 
developed before any greenfield sites 
are used for new developments.  This 
will enhance the current city rather than 
building new and current underused and 
derelict areas remaining.   
 
Our infrastructure would not support 
new developments. 

Brownfield / Greenfield 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Infrastructure / 
Community Facilities 

Comment noted. The plan proposes 
concentrating development within the 
existing built up area and on brownfield 
land. 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. The revised draft Ripon 
City Plan will outline an approach to 
infrastructure and community facilities 
which we would expect as part of any 
new developments. 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N/A 

17 I’m not sure what I expected. It seems to 
define key areas of development but it is 
more descriptive of the current situation 
than it is visionary as to concrete ideas for 
the future. Its all a bit vague. 

Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 



 

 

18 Sounds OK, although boundaries could 
be widened.  How about the other side 
of the bypass? 

Development Limit / 
Neighbourhood Area 

Comment noted. The area to which the 
Ripon City Plan is applicable was 
consulted upon and agreed back in 2012 
and if we change this we have to start 
the whole process all over again. A 
review of the current development limit 
has suggested some minor amendments 
but is substantially in agreement with 
the current HBC approach. 

Be clear and specific about the 
Neighbourhood Area in our 
communications approach. 
 
 
Consider our approach to the 
development limit. 

19 Expectations very much met. N/A Comment noted N/A 

20 Pleased with the report and thinking 
thus far. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

21 We are new to Ripon, a family of 4 (2 
adults, 2 kids 6 & 4 years) and we are 
delighted to see these plans to 
regenerate and develop the city.  It has 
so much potential as a tourist 
destination - a breathtaking cathedral, 
Fountains Abbey, Newby Hall, 
Nidderdale AONB close by and a 
traditional market square (+ close to the 
A1!) 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

22 Sounds like "fantasy" thinking - will it 
really happen?  Timescale?  How long 
before benefits are seen - getting people 
into Ripon - to replace troops and loss to 
economy is the top priority along with 
employment for them. 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

23 Very much so.  You have taken 
"problems" and looked at them as 
"opportunities" to make Ripon a more 
pleasant place to live, work and visit. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

24 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

25 It misses badly because it is too centred 
on housing and not development of 
what is actually needed for Ripon. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

N/A 



 

 

26 I think it is a good start. I think 
expectations should be realistic.  A few 
small achievable changes would be 
encouraging. 
 
A few changed attitudes on planning 
would be great. 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

27 I think most is good however the impact 
of housing developments & the 
development of new businesses in the 
city needs careful consideration.  Fully 
support minimal housing on Magdalens 
Hill/Auction Mart. 

Housing / Economy *** TBC *** N/A 

28 Good start. 
 
Would like to see some empty 
properties tidied up. 
 
 
 
 
Unstable land should be turned into 
green spaces. 

N/A 
 
Vacant Land / Premises 
 
 
 
 
Open Spaces 

 
 
Comment noted. This is a management 
issue and cannot be resolved by the City 
Plan other than by trying to provide 
more planning flexibility to attract new 
investment. 
 
Comment noted.  

 
 
Highlight complementary work 
needed on the issue of vacant land 
and premises. 
 
 
 
Consider the designation of 
additional open spaces and how to 
increase public open space  



 

 

29 What you expect houses, houses, houses 
but no more doctors, dentists, schools 
etc. 

Focus of Proposals /  
Community Facilities 

Comment noted. The revised draft Ripon 
City Plan will outline an approach to 
infrastructure and community facilities 
which we would expect as part of any 
new developments. 

N/A 

30 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

31 All the proposals look good on paper, 
but need to be followed by action, not 
left to someone else at a later date, 
when its too late e.g. proposed housing 
Whitcliffe Lane. 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

32 It gives me some insight. N/A Comment noted N/A 

33 Not far enough, more consultation 
needed with business people to get their 
views. 

Process Comment noted. A comprehensive 
consultation has taken place including 
residents and businesses. Unlike 
traditional planning approaches it will be 
the voters of the City, at a community 
referendum that will be asked whether 
or not they support the Ripon City Plan. 

Consider the consultation strategy 
for the revised draft Ripon City 
Plan. 



 

 

34 More or less meet my expectations for 
the future development of Ripon over 
the next 15 years. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

35 Generally meets my expectations of the 
developments which I would prefer to 
be accomplished over the next 15 years, 
although there are certain aspects of 
your proposals which I consider to be 
inconsistent with the best possible 
solutions to some of the city's current 
deficiencies. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response about “best 
possible solutions” to enable action to be 
taken. 

N/A 

36 The indications are that it could meet 
the majority of my expectations. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 Fine, please keep going. N/A Comment noted N/A 

38 It sounds the right thing to do. N/A Comment noted N/A 

39 It outlines clear plans to address needs 
for the future. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

40 Feel the consideration of a shopping 
centre (maybe at camp grounds) is 
something that should be taken 
seriously.  Ripon has no variety of shops, 
especially clothing/shoes - a common 
complaint of Ripon people and visitors.  
We need to be a city someone would 
travel to for shops and choice, instead 
we head to Leeds/York. 

Economy Comment noted. The designation of 
Clotherholme as a regeneration area 
provides opportunities for a 
comprehensive master-planning 
approach to be taken to the whole site 
and allow consideration of a number of 
options. 

N/A 

41 Exceeds. N/A Comment noted N/A 

42 Some way?  But more thought about 
how we are going to be protected 
against more invasion of our life style 
please. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted.   

43 Why reinvent the wheel get down to the 
nitty gritty - housing, social housing. 
 
Look on private housing - roads. 

Housing   

44 Very much so. N/A Comment noted N/A 

45 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

46 50% 
 
No closing date for responses on this 
piece of paper. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

47 Absolutely. N/A Comment noted N/A 

48 Its certainly a step in the right direction.  
Ripon having lost quite a few of its 
former commodities.  Hopefully this will 
give the plan more scope to meet 
Ripon's needs and expectations in the 
long-term. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

49 Reasonably well. 
 
Building at the Bishopton site should not 
go ahead prior to road and access 
improvements. 

N/A 
 
Housing / Connectivity 

 N/A 

50 Yes - do think it has met most areas that 
need 'upgrading'. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

51 The plan seems a bit unfocussed.  The 
various aspects need to be grouped into 
discreet sections i.e car 
parks/housing/open spaces/business 
etc. 
 
The unstable sections of land due to 
"gypsum" could be made into parkland 
or leisure space. 

Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Space 

Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. 

 



 

 

52 Doesn't meet our expectations. N/A Comment noted N/A 

53 N/A N/A Comment noted N/A 

54 The plan goes an awful long way 
towards the regeneration needed for 
Ripon and that is practically sustainable 
at present but should be a starting point 
for further development in the future 
not a one-off. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

55 It is obvious that a lot of thought, ideas 
and opinions have been considered.  The 
preliminary plan appears to be a good 
start. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

56 It has been well thought out. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

57 The key word is 'preliminary' indicating 
that we are still at the ideas stage.  It is 
right to point out constraints on 
development including the heavy hand 
of Harrogate.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can we do any forecasting of population 
(e.g. decrease because of closure of 
barracks, increase through more 
housing)?  This will have impact on 
schools and medical services. 

Deliverability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Housing / Community 
Facilities 

Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 
 
Comment noted. The revised draft Ripon 
City Plan will outline an approach to 
infrastructure and community facilities 
which we would expect as part of any 
new developments. 
 

N/A 

58 It has made me realise there are a lot of 
areas which could be enhances for the 
development of the city. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

59 Probably. N/A Comment noted N/A 

60 A sound basis for future discussion 
leading to comprehensive plan. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

61 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

62 75% N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

63 This is a well rounded report on the 
options ahead.  However there is little 
commitment to timing. 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

64 Almost fully.  Could maybe be a little 
more definite regarding the scope of 
property in Bondgate Green.  Business 
premises could be moved through to the 
industrial site on Boroughbridge Road. 

Regeneration Areas Comment noted N/A 

65 Very poor especially the regeneration 
aspects. 

Regeneration Areas Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 

66 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

67 N/A N/A Comment noted N/A 

68 Almost 100% 
 
* see below 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

69 Preliminary' being the key word I hope.  
There are some good ideas, some weak 
and some areas of improvement not 
even mentioned, but it is a completely 
positive step in the right direction for 
Ripon.  Lets keep up the momentum. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided about “some good ideas, some 
weak and some areas of improvement 
not even mentioned” 
in this response to enable action to be 
taken. 

N/A 

70 Partly support.  It covers a number of 
the smaller needs of Ripon, but it is not 
radical enough, if its aim is to improve 
the economy of the city.  Ripon's 
economy is not just important it is VITAL 
to its future.  Just remember 'its the 
economy stupid'. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 



 

 

71 Good to see regeneration being the key 
theme.   
 
Also new roads easing congestion or 
putting in better walk/cycle paths. 
 
It looks good, how this will be managed 
though I'll be interested to know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerned re football/rugby areas as 
well as swimming facilities?  Cannot see 
anything on here re more schools or 
improving hospital facilities if more 
housing is to be put in - infrastructure 
support. 

N/A 
 
 
Connectivity 
 
 
Deliverability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Facilities 

N/A 
 
 
Comment noted.  
 
 
Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 
 
Comment noted. The revised draft Ripon 
City Plan will outline an approach to 
infrastructure and community facilities 
which we would expect as part of any 
new developments. 

N/A 

72 More work needed.  It could be more 
ambitious and demonstrate the 
projected impact upon the local 
economy. 

Presentation Comment noted.  

73 The plan is very comprehensive. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

74 We need to have foresight to enhance 
the region, job opportunities and 
housing stock in Ripon. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted.   

75 Its a start but there are more questions 
to answer by the other councils 
(Harrogate & NYCC), Highways Dept. and 
MOD 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

76 N/A. N/A Comment noted N/A 

77 In so far as I had any expectations the 
document appears 'professionally' 
produced AND is interesting and 
convincing to read. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

78 60% N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

79 The description is very brief and the 
maps unreadable.  It does not vary much 
from previous, in depth local plan. 
 
Disappointed and unfortunately was 
unable to see model. 

Presentation   

80 Overall structure of the proposals is 
comprehensive (though inevitably 
lacking precise definition). 

Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

81 To be honest I haven't given it much 
consideration until I received this prelim. 
draft. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

82 Basically with constraints that have to be 
made with the geography and ground 
conditions of the area. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

83 It was agreed that the preliminary plan 
did meet expectations. 
 
All proposals should be checked for 
accessibility as a matter of course. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

84 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

85 Quite well. N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 Partially meets expectations. N/A Comment noted N/A 

87 It meets my expectations. N/A Comment noted N/A 

88 More of a report than an actual plan.  
No firm proposals but clearly any 
developments need funding and wider 
discussions and full county consent. 

Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

89 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

90 The plan has been well thought about 
and well researched. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

91 Within the strictures of central 
government and HBC the Ripon City Plan 
Working Group have done an excellent 
job. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

92 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

93 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

94 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

95 Interesting and some good ideas. N/A Comment noted N/A 

96 Well put together. Addressed most 
concerns. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

97 Good so far. N/A Comment noted N/A 

98 Very well. N/A Comment noted N/A 

99 Disappointing.  Does not go far enough. Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

N/A 

100 Good plan but still needs more 
infrastructure details. 

Insufficient Details Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

101 It is making a decent job of a very 
difficult task. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

102 Good, covers the major issues. N/A Comment noted N/A 

103 I think it makes a good start to looking 
forward. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

104 On the right lines. N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 In general this meets my expectations.  
although I would have liked to see more 
detail.  I do appreciate that this would 
not be practical at this stage. 

Insufficient Details Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

106 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

107 Its proposed development in hindsight, 
good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

108 It is more detailed and all embracing 
than I expected. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

109 Will any of it happen?  Central 
"government" overturns local decisions 
and councils daren't risk challenging 
decisions. 

Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

110 It appears to be a thorough re-appraisal. N/A Comment noted N/A 

111 It meets my expectations. N/A Comment noted N/A 

112 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

113 Looks very comprehensive and thought 
out. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

114 It very much reaches my expectations. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

115 Main priority - HBC does not renege on 
its previous local plan i.e. to set a 
boundary to limit Ripon spilling into the 
countryside.  Existing beautiful 'green 
belt' land on the edges of Ripon should 
not be built on - ridiculous proposal to 
build above West Lane should not be 
considered.  Ripon is big enough in its 
existing size.  Let's go for quality of what 
we have and improve on this - not extra 
quantity of properties that Ripon cannot 
support. 

Development Limit / 
Neighbourhood Area 

Comment noted. A Neighbourhood Plan 
is about providing the local community 
with more say on such issues. A review 
of the current development limit has 
suggested some minor amendments but 
is substantially in agreement with the 
current HBC approach. HBC will also 
need to review this policy in developing 
its new local plan. 

N/A 

116 Fully. N/A Comment noted N/A 

117 More detail. Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 



 

 

118 Fair (but will anything actually happen?) Deliverability Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 

N/A 

119 Meets them up to a point. N/A Comment noted N/A 

120 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

121 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

122 A good start. N/A Comment noted N/A 

123 Well done and thank you. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

124 Fine as long as we are not dictated to by 
HBC. 

Process Comment noted. Neighbourhood Plans 
are about localism. If approved at a 
community referendum the Ripon City 
Plan becomes planning policy as part of 
HBC’s local plan.  

N/A 

125 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

126 We expect a council ensure that the city 
offers a quality of life to its populations.  
This includes matters concerning the 
environment, sports, culture, education, 
shopping, public transport and the 
location of its amenities. 

Community Facilities   

127 Some parts of Ripon could do with more 
alteration and style 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 

128 Very well N/A Comment noted N/A 

129 Clearly there is a lot of work to be done. 
Our retail potential is grossly 
underestimated simply because 'other' 
usage of retail space i.e.: The market 
place and immediate adjoining 
qualifying streets and roads are 
occupied and catering for VEHICLES!! 
Intro 'PARK & RIDE'. 

City Centre   



 

 

130 The Plan meets with the expectations of 
the Ripon Chamber with a few provisos: 

 We would like to see some financial 
planning/forecasting even at this 
preliminary stage. 
 

 Concern about the Financial 
Budgeting of the process and the 
Accounting       procedures of the 
Plan. 

 

 It is felt that the Plan lacks ambition 
and would hope in the future the 
Plan looks        more for solutions. 

 
 
 
Deliverability 
 
 
 
Deliverability 
 
 
 
 
Focus of Proposals 

 
 
 
Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 
 
 

N/A 

131 It is a good start N/A Comment noted N/A 

132 It is what I expected N/A Comment noted N/A 

133 Very well for this stage of planning. N/A Comment noted N/A 

134 Providing a plan for Ripon is a positive 
step but i disagree with some of the key 
assumptions and strategy within the 
plan. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 



 

 

135 Unfortunately I think it lacks ambition 
and focusses on small gains (some of 
which are appropriate) but without 
thinking about the larger, longer term, 
strategic initiatives which really need to 
be properly considered.  
 
Some of the plan is good, be it 
regeneration or new homes but others 
are either weak (connecting Ripon) or 
are missing (what has happened about 
ensuring health and well being 
integration in the plan, about 
community support etc?) 

Focus of Proposals   

136 Excellent work N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 Some suggestions are obvious but not 
visionary. Ripon has unique features that 
are not promoted. It's attraction to 
tourism is woeful. 

Focus of Proposals   

138 Fair, although not enough on transport 
issue. Road to Harrogate very busy, road 
to Northallerton poor. Only a nod to rail, 
getting Harrogate to Ripon to 
Northallerton would open up job market 
enormously. 

Connectivity Comment noted. The Ripon City Plan can 
only look at the Parish. These issues are 
larger strategic transport issues which 
Ripon alone cannot resolve and will need 
to be considered by HBC in developing its 
new local plan. 

 



 

 

139 It is adequate to start but needs more 
detail in the plans for developing run 
down parts of the city 

Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

140 Fairly well N/A Comment noted N/A 

141 I think it is well thought out and it 
surpasses my expectations. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

142 Broadly N/A Comment noted N/A 

143 I think it is  a good plan .I would like to 
see more detail of plans for an inner city 
relief road(s) system. 

Insufficient Detail Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

144 The plan exceeds my expectations in 
that it covers more aspects of the City's 
development than I had expected 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

145 Totally inadequate.  Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 

146 I am interested in particular in a new 
swimming pool for Ripon and the uses 
that the old Spa Baths could be put to ie 
Theatre, Bowling Alley, art gallery, or a 
multi functional centre for all ages and 
to bring people into the city. 

Community Facilities   

147 This preliminary plan takes no account 
of how to resource and plan for facilities 
such as increased traffic flows and 
school places.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until Harrogate produce a plan 
specifying how many new homes are to 
be built in the city you cannot undertake 
any kind of future planning. 

Deliverability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Process 

Comment noted. There is still substantial 
work to do before the Ripon City Plan 
can be submitted, reviewed by an 
independent examiner and hold a 
community referendum. If approved the 
Ripon City Plan becomes planning policy 
as part of HBC’s local plan. Further work 
will be required to stimulate market-led 
developer investment in areas where 
substantial change is identified. 
 
Comment noted. The Ripon City Plan 
team are working closely with the HBC 
Local Plan team but precedents from 
other Neighbourhood Plans indicate that 
these Plans can be developed in parallel.  

N/A 



 

 

 Its rather general, typical of most 
Cathedral City plans. 
 
Ideally it needs to be more 
personal/dynamic to this unique Iconic 
City 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. Insufficient detail 
provided in this response to enable 
action to be taken. 

 

 Whilst I support the general approach, It 
is not as visionary as hoped, doesn't 
mention improving provision for young 
people and young families and is 
disappointing in this respect. 

Focus of Proposals Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

 

 Still quite general but a great start N/A Comment noted N/A 

 While it is fantastic that the local 
residents are being consulted I don't feel 
the preliminary plan goes far enough to 
identify what exactly is being proposed, 
it remains vague to some extent. 

Focus of Proposals / 
Insufficient Details 

Comment noted. The intention of 
producing a preliminary draft Ripon City 
Plan was to engage with residents of the 
City and introduce the proposals. The 
draft Ripon City Plan will necessarily 
need to be more detailed outlining the 
policies by which the proposals will be 
achieved. 

N/A 

 So far so good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

 In line with community growth and 
regeneration it meets expectations. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 On the whole, a well thought out plan 
sensibly recognising the constraints 
upon planning for the city. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 i agree with the strategy to make use of 
the brownfield sites within the city but 
additionally, i think the plan is 
unnecessarily constrained by the current 
ripon development limit. As well as 
putting effort into creating a 
proportionate and sustainable strategy 
for future development within the 
current boundary, effort needs to be 
targeted at challenging this. It seems to 
me that Ripon is being suffocated by this 
limit, and this will become even more 
pronounced as the planning 
opportunities within the limit are used 
up. 

Development Limit / 
Neighbourhood Area 

Comment noted. A Neighbourhood Plan 
is about providing the local community 
with more say on such issues. A review 
of the current development limit has 
suggested some minor amendments but 
is substantially in agreement with the 
current HBC approach. HBC will also 
need to review this policy in developing 
its new local plan. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for supporting the Ripon economy? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 



 

 

1 A strong case for employment 
retention/generation has to be 
made, otherwise Ripon could 
become little more than a 
dormitory. Again Dallamires Lane 
and the site including Econ and a 
number of Builders Merchants off 
Boroughbridge Road are good 
examples of employment 
generation, but not such as for 
Ripon (and HBC) to rest on their 
laurels. Often it is the case that 
residential land values far outstrip 
industrial values, so if sites are to 
be supported to help the local 
economy, work needs to be done 
on creating the data that would 
help defeat cases where residential 
development is being sought, 
rather than them remaining in 
existing use. It might not be an 
obvious example, but the former 
"school" building on College Road 
(that was part of the College) 
should, I feel, have been looked at 
for possible employment 
generation (say managed offices 
and small workshops) rather than 
pass between NYCC and LMU 
before it being decided there was 
no real market (after half hearted 
attempts) and the "arrangement" 

Focus of proposal 

Economy/ regeneration areas 

Comments noted Need to promote regeneration 
areas to wide audience 



 

 

for educational use, terminated. 
Clearly Melmerby has an impact, 
but more than one firm there link 
back to the City. The inter-
relationship should be looked at 
and, where possible, developed. 



 

 

2 Dallamires South/A61 West  
The existing employment area to 
the south of Dallamires Lane is 
bounded on its South side by the 
overhead trunk sewer from Hungry 
Hill to the A61 which has been 
locally raised to pass safely over it.  
By utilising and modifying the 
existing access to the Civic Amenity 
Site and raising the horizontal 
alignment to pass over the trunk 
sewer, access can be provided into 
the open land to the south that is 
bounded by the A61 eastwards and 
the closed-off Littlethorpe Lane to 
the West. The A61 boundary is 
already well screened but 
additional screening/landscaping 
will be required contiguous with 
the Littlethorpe Lane side to 
mitigate visual, noise and other 
possible environmental 
consequences of any employment 
uses/businesses. Access provision 
will be needed for 
servicing/maintenance of the 
overhead trunk sewer and 
consideration should be given to 
enhance its visual screening.  
With the collaboration of Harrogate 
BC this would also be an ideal 
opportunity to provide a modern, 

Focus of proposal/ 

Economy/Housing/ regeneration  

Valuable comments noted  Detail could be used in the 
justification for regeneration areas.  



 

 

fit for purpose civic amenity facility 
by re-locating within the extended 
employment area.  
This may, in turn, stimulate a 
“waste/resource recycling” 
focussed business community in 
this area, attracting new companies 
and creating employment. 
A61 East side towards disused 
railway embankment (south side 
Dallamires Lane)  
The northern tip of the area 
indicated on the Draft Proposal 
Map has been a fuel storage and 
distribution site and is 
consequently likely to have 
contaminated ground beneath in 
some parts; as such it could attract 
a negative land value. This area is 
not included in the Draft 
area…Why, as it may be suitable in 
providing access to the marked 
area by re-configuring a fifth “leg” 
to the existing 
roundabout?…………It does look 
very tight though.  
Without an access from the 
roundabout it is most unlikely that 
NYCC would permit a new junction 
off the A61 to serve the area 
marked for a variety of road safety 
and highway design reasons.  



 

 

A61 East side from Fisher Green 
northwards (see earlier map)  
At the moment there seems to be a 
perception that the A61 provides a 
barrier or a limit to development. 
This perception need to be re-
visited and the local road 
infrastructure being viewed as a 
facilitator for development instead.  
The area generally shown on the 
earlier map has historically been 
the subject of continued, 
unsuccessful applications for 
development (mainly residential I 
believe) and the Proposals Map 
shows a potential site for a Railway 
Station indicating the appetite for a 
new look at land use in this area. 
Although this particular area is 
probably best considered as a 
medium-long term development 
prospect, investigations should be 
put in place with a view to how it 
can more positively contribute 
towards the local economy and still 
respect the landscape and 
ecological value of this part of the 
River Ure valley between Ripon and 
Sharow. 
Ure Bank Top Employment Area  
This is a real pot pourri of mixed 
businesses contained within 



 

 

various buildings of (generally) little 
architectural merit and a wide 
range of footprints which continues 
to provide employment for skilled 
and semi-skilled workers and 
management. Significantly 
development and regeneration of 
the area is influenced by the 
dominance of The Maltings Grade II 
listed building and presence of the 
row of residential cottages that are 
probably of similar age, on the 
edge of the current employment 
area. A recent attempt to obtain 
planning consent to demolish The 
Maltings was refused in 2012 yet 
there is little enthusiasm for 
constructively considering how the 
building can be retained and put to 
commercial use within sound 
business criteria. So, unless and 
until this conundrum is resolved by 
either beneficial commercial re-
use, taken over as an industrial 
heritage museum centre or 
converted to apartments (unlikely) 
then the default option leans 
towards either de-listing or 
demolition. Only when its future 
use is clarified can the whole area 
be considered for further 
employment development; until 



 

 

then the prospects of further 
investment in this area will remain 
jeopardised. 
At this time the wider contexts of 
the area should be taken into 
account and the building stock 
could lend itself to a “feeder” site 
of progressively-sized footprints to 
permit businesses to take seed and 
grow into and move to larger 
premises on the same site. The 
wider land use situation may 
suggest the construction of a 
separate access highway from 
either the south (off the old A61) or 
from the east from a new road 
linking the area to a new 
junction/roundabout on the A61 
near Berrygate Lane. The second 
will permit some linkage with the 
existing light industrial premises 
attached to Hutton Hill Farm/Mill 
whilst providing the opportunity for 
developing employment land use 
along the new transport corridor 
either side of Hutton Lane.  
Until a new Ure Bank employment 
access road is provided the 
residents of Ure Bank Terrace and 
Ure Bank Top will continue to 
suffer the consequences of HGV 
and other service vehicles 



 

 

diminishing the quality of life and 
environment in and around this 
most northern part of the City’s 
Conservation Area. Equally, the 
businesses in the employment area 
will have to contend with 
restricting the size and type of 
delivery/collection vehicles that 
service their logistical needs adding 
to inefficiencies and increased 
costs. 



 

 

3 No comment n/a n/a  

4 There are limited job opportunities 
for young professionals in Ripon, 
therefore boosting the economy is 
very important. I'm not sure Ripon 
needs 3 hotel's the Spa Hotel needs 
to stay but needs redeveloping ! 
Bringing up to date ! More industry 
and employment opportunities 
need creating on existing business 
premises, before new areas are 
developed. The scrap metal site 
"Anderson's" doesn't need to be 
located in the city centre, therefore 
re-locate this and develop a new 
business / offices / warehouse site. 
Calvert carpets could move and 
their city centre site could become 
an extended car park for the 
hospital. 

Economy/ Regeneration  Comments noted  



 

 

5 On the whole good. If the Highfield 
Business Park is to be developed, 
the road access infrastructure will 
need to be improved from the 
College Road side, but this may also 
have an impact on the housing 
along College Road (i.e. parking on 
both sides of the road would no 
longer be possible if there is 
increased traffic). 

Economy/ Regeneration  Comments noted  

6 Not impressed N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

7 Agree very much with the idea of 
attracting some new hotels to the 
city to cater for different 
audiences.  This should help people 
make Ripon a centre for their 
holidays and stay longer in the city.  
 
I agree too that existing areas of 
employment should be protected 
and feel that a significant part of 
the barracks should be 
employment land rather than 
predominantly housing.   
 
I do not agree with the whole of 
the area identified on Ure Bank 
becoming employment land (or 
come to that housing) unless the 
visual impact of the development 
as you leave the city across North 
Bridge can be addressed 
adequately.  It is on a bank and 
industrial sheds as on an expanded 
industrial estate on Ure Bank is not 
in my view OK as your last visual 
memory as you leave the city!  I 
would suggest the triangle nearest 
North Bridge should be tree 
planted as a copse to create a 
visual barrier to a smaller extension 
than indicated to the industrial 
estate.  Surely the regeneration 

Economy/ Regeneration  Comments noted  



 

 

area does not include the river and 
special landscape area?  Access 
issues need to be addressed even if 
in Sharow parish.  Quite a lot to re-
think in my view though not against 
the underlying principles. 



 

 

8 This is a short but accurate 
summary of Ripon's economic 
activity but does not really venture 
into the importance of the steering 
group knowing or trying to define 
what is the business that Ripon PLC 
is or should be in.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan should make 
significant comment and 
observation on how some of those 
land areas and buildings it has 
identified for development can be 
optimised and used for pushing 
Ripon's business forward.  As you 
say " the economy is important for 
the city's sustainability".  However I 
would go further and say that the 
economy is paramount if our city is 
to be vital and vibrant and to 
successfully develop into the 
different future that is ahead of us.  
I would like to see more attention 
to this in the Plan maybe with ideas 
for land areas that you have 
identified and how they could be 
used to promote our economy. 

Economy/ Regeneration  Comments noted RCP includes areas for economic 
development  



 

 

9 Ripon definitely needs further hotel 
accommodation such as Premier 
Inn type - it is impossible to find 
rooms on a race meeting weekend 
as a lot of these rooms are booked 
a year in advance - surely they 
could build one on the bypass near 
Morrisons? 

Focus of proposal/ regeneration  Comments noted  Hotel policy responds to this 
request 

10 Would support a new hotel within 
the city or perhaps use bypass land. 
 
Businesses should be encouraged 
to use current available sites 
around the city - perhaps Claro 
Barracks area. 
 
Would agree to more development 
off the bypass. 

Focus of proposal/ Regeneration / 

hotel 

Comments noted  



 

 

11 The only really positive statements 
were to do with the preserving & 
developing further hotel 
accommodation.   
 
If Ripon businesses are to have a 
chance to compete with Harrogate, 
then a more favourable climate has 
to be introduced.  For example, an 
exemption or reduction in rates for 
new business for the first year to 
help kick start new enterprise. 

Hotel 
 
 
 
 
Complementary approaches 

Comment noted 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted. The Ripon City 
Plan as a Neighbourhood Plan can 
only seek to address …. 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
N/A 

12 We will not encourage business to 
expand or locate to Ripon if we do 
not build more houses to increase 
the population.  Fed up of 
objections to house building.  It is 
short sighted, obviously 
infrastructure & schools etc. must 
be increased. 

Economy/ Housing  

 

Comments noted  

13 Spot on!  Land is short, more use of 
brownfield sites. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

14 Levies should be reasonable so that 
businesses are keen to come to 
Ripon. 
 
We were not please to hear that 
market stall holders were not keen 
to come to Ripon because of high 
rents. 

N/A Comment noted. The Ripon City 
Plan as a Neighbourhood Plan can 
only seek to address … 

N/A 

15 Good. Encourage tourism - high 
level to encourage visitor spend.  
Better hotels - (Feversham Arms in 
Helmsley is a good example) & 
more good quality restaurants - 
wine bars, spas & health spa places 
- Leisure Centre - link to Harrogate 
theme of pampering and luxury. 

Economy / tourism   

16 Do not go far enough. N/A Comment noted N/A 

17 Good aims.  I feel sure that 
investors in our varied economic 
activities will be impressed.  
However I continue to be worried 
by a visible decline in our Thursday 
market and the somewhat tatty 
nature of parts of the central 
streets. 

Economy/ City Centre Comment noted N/A 



 

 

18 Local businesses should continue to 
receive support - its what makes 
our city unique!  The people!  The 
local people holding on to local 
business, providing personal 
touches - smiles, chat, banter - we 
must NOT lose our butchers, our 
pet shop etc.  KEEP IT LOCAL! 

Economy  - local Comment noted N/A 

19 Before looking at employment 
areas there are things such as more 
car parking required in the city.   
 
Why has no effort been made 
already to fill the over 20 empty 
business units around Ripon? 

Economy / Car parking Comment noted N/A 

20 Jobs in Ripon are largely minimum 
wage jobs.  Businesses with higher 
end employment opportunities 
should be encouraged so that 
young people can see the 
possibility of developing a career 
within their home town. 

Economy /employment Comment noted N/A 

21 I feel more needs to be done to 
encourage new business (not 
coffee & charity shops) to increase 
employment. 

Economy/ focus of proposal    



 

 

22 Would like to see Market Square 
clear of cars and parking in multi 
storey behind Sainsbury's. 

Car parking   

23 I think you should look smaller to 
start with.  Reduce the rateable 
value for businesses in town then 
they might start being able to 
afford to run a small business.   
 
Let planning allow the upper floors 
to be turned into flats even if there 
is no separate entrance - that's why 
half of them are derelict. 

City centre  -regeneration   

24 A rail link! 
 
Sort out the market place road!! 

City centre Insufficient detail  

25 Accommodation at a decent rate to 
attract visitors to stay i.e. better 
hotel facilities. 

City centre Insufficient detail  

26 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

27 More flexible approach to rating 
and rents to attract people to this 
area. 

Insufficient detail   



 

 

28 As many people of employable age 
leave Ripon to work elsewhere we 
do need more job opportunities 
within the city.  Rather than have 
all 'new build' business premises 
why not make full use of those 
vacant premises and sites we 
already have, especially those 
stated by this draft at Bondgate 
Green rather use them for a hotel 
and housing?   
 
The many vacant retail premises 
need to be used where there is a 
'gap' in the market rather than 
giving permission for more 
barbers/hairdressers (5 together 
near Curzon), cafés/coffee shops, 
charity shops and building 
societies. 

Economy/ regeneration/Housing    



 

 

29 Both commercial and retail 
development are required to 
provide employment for residents 
and to attract more visitors to 
spend time and money in the city.  
Your proposed sites go some way 
towards achieving these aims, but 
the type of retail outlet also needs 
more consideration and control - 
we do not want hairdressers, cafes 
and charity shops which are of little 
interest to tourists.  Quality 
products and people are required! 

Focus of proposal/economy Comments noted, but tourists are 
interested in cafes and charity 
shops 

 

30 It is far from clear which ways 
should be followed to support the 
Ripon economy and which aspects 
of the economy. 

Insufficient detail   

31 Principles are fine. N/A Comment noted N/A 

32 I go along with it most definitely. N/A Comment noted N/A 

33 I support these proposals.  Tourism 
is an important factor we need to 
make the most of our beautiful 
places and many historic sites. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

34 As Q2, of course it should be a 
priority. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

35 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

36 Interesting and hopeful. N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 Remove parking restriction, 
prosecute those who park on 
pavements. 
 
Make blue badge holders pay £50 a 
year. 

Insufficient detail   

38 Your proposals are better than 
standing still and I agree with them. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

39 Generally agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

40 Jobs and tourism are equally 
important to Ripon. 
 
We should beware of giving up 
employment land for housing. 
 
More & diverse accommodation 
(e.g. Travelodge type) would be 
welcome. 

Focus of proposal/tourism Comment noted  



 

 

41 If tourism is to be encouraged then 
the provision of B & B, B & B & EM 
and more luxurious hotel 
accommodation must be provided 
and encouraged.   
 
The provision of entertainment 
outside the summer season to 
encourage visitors is of importance 
- i.e. festivals perhaps involving 
music or dancing or cinema. 

Focus of proposal/ hotel Comment noted  

42 Highfield Business park (old college 
site) would be suitable for an 
additional hotel. 

Focus of proposal/hotel   

43 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

44 Not sure. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

45 I see "tourism" as the main focus 
for the economy of Ripon.  Speak 
to anyone who lives outside the 
city and they will invariably say 
how nice Ripon is, especially the 
centre and Spa Park, plus the river 
courses. 
 
Business is very important and 
must be encouraged in all its forms. 
 
Encroachment on greenfield should 
NOT be encouraged for this, there 
is a lot of brownfield area which 
could be utilised. 

Focus of 
proposal/tourism/greenspace/rege
neration 

  

46 Very bad. N/A Comment noted N/A 

47 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

48 Very promising however as much 
as possible should be done to 
encourage existing businesses to 
stay and/or relocate within Ripon 
and landlords should be 
encouraged to fix rents at a 
sustainable level, surely some rent 
is better than nothing from an 
empty premises? 

Focus of proposal/ economy   



 

 

49 The main topics appear to have 
been included and the plan is going 
in the right direction. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

50 Acceptable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

51 We do need to focus on hotel 
accommodation of all kinds.  We at 
the moment are short of larger 
hotels (and the Spa's future seems 
uncertain).  A larger hotel also 
means a larger meeting room.  
Social and educational groups in 
Ripon are very much in need of a 
big hall for occasional if not regular 
meetings.  Church halls are not 
always acceptable or appropriate. 

Focus of proposal/ hotel/social 
space 

  

52 We would like more viable 
shops helped by less expensive 
rents. 

N/A Comment noted. The Ripon City 
Plan as a Neighbourhood Plan 
cannot influence the 
relationship between the 
landlord and tenant. 

N/A 

53 I am not sufficiently informed to 
make an opinion. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

54 With advances in computer 
technology people will tend to 
work and shop 'online' reducing the 
need for office and commercial 
space which should be used for 
housing before greenfield. 

Focus of proposal/housing   

55 Obviously if the army does vacate 
the camp at Clotherholme it could 
be developed as light industrial but 
it would need a road-link system 
that could cope and not accessing 
through the town as far as possible. 

Focus of proposal/barracks    

56 I agree with them. N/A Comment noted N/A 

57 Mildly positive, but are the 
proposals going to result in job 
opportunities for college 
graduates? 

N/A   

58 Generally fully agree with the 
outline. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

59 The plan does not build on the 
essential aspects of what is Ripon's 
strength. 
 
A great strength of Ripon is the 
square which is not being used or 
for economic reasons. 

Focus of proposal/ MPOC   

60 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

61 Good with regard to employment 
areas and restricting changes of use 
and better use of sites.   
 
With regard to building a couple 
more hotels, care needs to be 
taken here as we don't want the 
existing hotels to become derelict 
because of under use.  For example 
would the Spa be allowed to 
expand in its very prominent city 
centre location? 

Focus of proposal/hotel Comments noted  

62 It is important and I agree but I 
leave that to others. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

63 We do need to keep the hotels we 
do have - we do need more - 
especially the 'boutique' type to 
entice more visitors to see our 
wonderful city.  The hotels we do 
have must be encouraged not to 
rest on their laurels or become 
complacent - more hotels would 
provide competition and keep 
them all on their toes. 

Focus/hotel Comment noted  

64 SMALL in vision - some 'pockets' of 
extra housing and small increase in 
employment land will have little 
impact on Ripon's economy 
(barracks redevelopment 
excluded).   
 
More radical thinking required - 
Ripon needs tourism association to 
promote the city to the outside 
world.  Why are we not promoting 
our links with Lewis Caroll and Alice 
in Wonderland? 

N/A N/A  



 

 

65 Nothing 'new' as such if Ripon is to 
rely on tourism then more needs to 
be done on maintaining certain 
standards within the city.  It has 
started but more needs to be done 
to improve on this, the cinema is a 
great opportunity to show how it 
has been done right. 

Economy/City centre Comment noted  

66 Agree - new and better hotels are 
needed.  The only quality 
establishment we have is the Old 
Deanery. 
 
Lacks commercial consideration of 
the retail mix needed.  Too many 
charity shops, hairdressers and 
Italian restaurants from a resident's 
perspective.  Needs to be aimed at 
attracting retailers who will then in 
turn encourage trade and visitors 
to the city centre. 

Economy/hotel Comments noted  



 

 

67 Would support the main tenets of 
the plan.  However concerned 
about the re-allocation of land 
currently employment land.  These 
areas are a scarce resource & 
although I fully understand the 
need to swap use maybe to 
housing alternatives must be found 
prior to any decision to lose more 
employment land.  
 
Concern placing housing next to 
employment land & resources 
which can be allied to business by 
home owners in new properties.  
We have lost many jobs in the past 
in this way. 

Employment/housing/ Comments noted  

68 We desperately need new 
employment which will bring 
shoppers into the Ripon centre and 
give us a bigger variety of shops to 
benefit us all. 

Employment/economy Noted  



 

 

69 The visitors to the city, are as you 
quite rightly say, important to this 
economy yet the 3 main public 
toilets (the top of High Skellgate, 
near the cathedral & near the 
coach park) are a disgrace.  I have 
heard many a conversation 
between couples where they have 
said how bad the toilets were, both 
ladies and gents.  Especially outside 
the ones near the coach park which 
are likely to get most visitors. 
 
Too many eating places, financial 
institutions & charity shops.  Not 
many clothing, shoe or 
departmental stores. 
 
The number of stalls on the 
Thursday has reduced a lot in the 
11 years since I have lived in Ripon. 

City centre/tourism noted  

70 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

71 I do not understand why Highfield 
Business Park is under utilised and 
is starting to look tatty. 
 
The Spa Hotel needs to become a 
'destination' hotel! 

Employment/hotel   



 

 

72 Train link is needed and should be 
top priority. 

N/A   

73 One thing forgotten - ACCESS to 
employment and residential sites.  
Also north side of Ripon - no shops 
past Police Station ( & no local 
buses!). 

Insufficient detail   

74 Identification of possible sitings for 
economic development has 
potential (though reliant on uptake 
by appropriate enterprises). 

Insufficient detail   



 

 

75 I agree that the city centre is an 
important part of the R. economy 
regeneration. 
 
a. Not sure that there is a need for 
shop fronts on Marshall Way. 
 
b. Like idea of regeneration of 
telephone exchange provided this 
doesn't affect those who still use 
'landlines'. 
 
c.  The cinema development is an 
excellent asset to Ripon. 
 
d.  The Arcade link is well used. 
 
However main problem in Ripon for 
me is: 
 
1. Parking - I object to having to pay 
to park in my own locality when I 
want to shop. 
 
2. Poor state of many road 
surfaces. 
 
3. Number of stores being vacated. 

City centre/economy/parking noted  



 

 

76 Although industry is important for 
jobs etc. its further development 
should be sympathetically sited so 
as not to impinge on residential 
areas. 

Insufficient detail   

77 1.  The group felt that Ripon should 
improve accessibility throughout 
the city and then promote this.  
This would encourage tourists to 
come to Ripon. 
 
2.  Retailers should improve 
customer care. 
 
3.  Changing toilet facility with 
nearby car parking. 
 
4.  Need car parking - extra spaces - 
wider spaces. 

City centre/parking noted  

78 Be more specific. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

79 Tourism is vital.  We should try to 
supply cheap parking near the 
centre.  Public transport will never 
be sufficient due to remoteness 
from transport hubs. 
 
Make the city more attractive by 
tracing owners of derelict sites and 
trying to facilitate solutions. 

Tourism/parking noted  

80 Partially agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Agree.  More facilities and 
infrastructure required. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

82 Very vague, nothing concrete as 
yet. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

83 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

84 I think its a very good idea as in the 
past I feel that Ripon has been left 
out of the plans for HBC or has just 
been an afterthought. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

85 Reasonable. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

86 We seem to have been waiting a 
long time for this to happen. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

87 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

88 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

89 If one could tidy the Square and fix 
the road for at least 50 years? 

City centre noted  

90 As more money becomes 
'generally' available we will attract 
more business if we keep the rates 
reasonably priced and provide 
parking for the work forces. 

N/A N/A  

91 More business required in the city 
centre.  NOT coffee shops, charity 
shops, estate agents or 
hairdressers!! 

N/A N/A  



 

 

92 Some good points have been 
identified.  More thought however 
needs to be put into the army camp 
site once closed.  This area could be 
a big employer for a lot of people in 
Ripon.  I think housing would be a 
wrong option.  We will not get this 
opportunity again for such a large 
site.  Please think about the future 
not just the here and now.  Army 
camp - industrial and commercial 
zones. 

Barracks/employment noted  

93 Vague. N/A Comment noted N/A 

94 Good idea. N/A Comment noted N/A 

95 S N/A Comment noted N/A 

96 Positive. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

97 After travelling extensively through 
Europe, most towns have an eatery 
every third shop with the shops in 
between being interesting and 
large enough to support a viable 
business.  In Ripon all the viable 
sized units are now eateries and 
shops in between are too small 
(under 1000 sq ft) with a very 
limited viable use to attract 
shoppers. 

Noted but burgage plots limit the 
shop size  

  

98 On the right lines.  Independent 
local businesses should be 
encouraged. 

N/A Comment noted. The Ripon City 
Plan as a Neighbourhood Plan can 
have little influence over the 
ownership of the business that is 
the user of premises. 

N/A 



 

 

99 You mention an expert report of 
2012, that proposed that Ripon was 
full up within the city boundary. 
However a substantial number of 
these business premises are 
vacant.  Highfield Business Park 
looks like a waste ground - what 
prospective employer would want 
to risk opening a business here?  It 
needs regular maintenance.  What 
about incentives for businesses like 
reduced or deferred business 
rates?  Perhaps make more use of 
the market square on Saturday for 
start up businesses to have stalls - 
would perhaps help Ripon to look 
more vibrant too. 

Employment/economy noted  

100 Jobs, jobs, jobs.  Hopefully the plan 
will create them. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

101 Adequate but Ripon needs more 
outlets i.e. manufacturing/retail.  I 
believe there are empty units on 
Dalamires Lane (ex chicken works) 
perhaps Homebase or a similar 
concern would be interested, but 
please NO MORE coffee shops. 

Insufficient detail   



 

 

102 Excellent! N/A Comment noted N/A 

103 Unless the people are retirees, they 
are looking for work.  We have too 
many supermarkets all selling the 
same products.  The land opposite 
the fire station is yet another 
squandered opportunity to utilise 
brownfield sites. 
 
Tourism is our best industry and 
visitors want car parks. 
 
David Winpenny urges us to keep 
the market square free of traffic. 

Tourism/carparking noted  

104 Good.  We need more businesses 
and employment here. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 Very good - need to emphasise and 
develop city centre. 
 
Tourism - more destinations 
required like the canal basin. 

City centre/tourism   

106 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

107 Good, a train station would be a 
great addition to bring in 
investment from outside Ripon.  
There needs to be jobs before 
houses. 

Insufficient detail   

108 I think the proposals are good - the 
economy in Ripon definitely needs 
support and I agree that there is a 
shortage of hotel accommodation - 
much needed boost required to 
help the tourists visiting. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

109 Where business can be encouraged 
and not persecuted by legislation 
and red tape then this should be 
welcomed - however it is private 
business that will determine the 
success or otherwise of local 
economy - supply and demand. 

Insufficient detail   

110 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

111 1. More jobs - how?  See Q8. 
 
2. More visitors (tourism).  See Q8. 
 
3. Reasonable rates to combat high 
turnover of city centre shops. 
 
4. Kirkgate - pay for 
facelift/painting: it looks bad; ditto 
in side streets/alleys. 

Insufficient detail   

112 OK. 
 
Visitors - encourage to venture 
beyond market place by more 
signage (e.g. Temple Gardens - 
might help North Street businesses 
by circular walk.) 

signage   

113 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

114 Tourism sector is essential - 
wonder how you will attract more 
'high street' shops. 

tourism   

115 Our local shops need supporting to 
be able to sustain businesses.  We 
need to be encouraging people into 
the city. 

Insufficient detail   



 

 

116 The auction mart site is a disgrace.  
Light industrial units should be 
considered. 

N/A   

117 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

118 We must support Ripon's economy.  
Not as many coffee shops and 
ladies hairdressing salons. 

Insufficient detail   

119 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

120 Regenerating the iconic Market 
Square and Kirkgate are at the 
heart of keeping the unique central 
area of Ripon alive.   
 
Allowing free 1 - 2 hour in the 
market square would allow 
retailers to compete with the chain 
supermarkets and revitalise the 
market square area with  a small 
influence on the town's income 
from parking fees.  Similar to what 
Northumberland and Northallerton 
are doing to encourage people 
back into the heart of their towns.  
Disc parking first 1 - 2 hours free 

City centre/carparking noted  



 

 

121 We certainly need more working 
jobs for people in Ripon.  Even with 
those young people leaving school. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

122 Fair but do they go far enough?  
Perhaps rate relief and start up 
loans by HBC would help 

n/a n/a  

123 The convenience of 'Park & Ride' 
will, I emphasise; will, subject to 
proper advertising, become a draw 
for Tourists. Call it 'Ripon Centre 
Retail & Chill'. People love 
convenience, and a proper 
organised P & R proffers just that. 
 
Ripon is surrounded with farm 
land. Not a sign of solar panels: 
YET!! Accommodating businesses 
should never present a problem 
here. 

tourism noted  



 

 

124 Agree with all aspects of the 
Economy and Strengthening the 
City Centre, but would like to see: 
 

 More definite proposals for 
Claro Barracks (although out of 
the remit of the City Plan 
group.) If we make the point 
often & loudly, someone may 
listen. 
 

 Concern regarding 
communications with business 
owners in Bondgate Green 
Urban Village. 

 

 Need to look forward for 
increased traffic flow & ease of 
access for vehicles. 

City centre/barracks/regeneration   

125 Agree N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

126 Does there need to be more 'land 
for employment'? Is there high 
unemployment?  
 
I would like a limit set on the 
number of cafes & restaurants in 
the town centre as a lot of shops 
have closed recently (Burtons, 
Yeomans, Bon Marche, the second-
hand shop on 
Blossomgate/Westgate) and 
opened up as yet another 
cafe/restaurant. 
 
We already have two hotels.  I am a 
cyclist and often stay in lower 
budget accomodation eg youth 
hostels / bunkbarns etc.  Ripon is 
on the Sustrans Way of the Roses, 
and the 3,300 mile National Byway 
(which goes through Bishop 
Monkton and Masham) has a Ripon 
loop. The nearest YHAs are within a 
day or afternoon's bike ride.  There 
is a bunk barn on the Swindon 
Estate, the next two nearest I know 
of are at Summerbridge and 
Fountains Abbey but cater for 
groups only. So this is a gap that 
could be filled! 

connectivity noted  

127 They seem sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

128 Generally agree - the City should 
concentrate on becoming a more 
attractive tourist destination by 
building on the Tour de France and 
improving city centre spaces. Any 
new employment development 
should have permitted 
development rights removed to 
ensure they are not lost to other 
uses. 

Tourism/employment   

129 Reasonable, but there isn't a 
strategy as such. It comprises a 
number of 'statements of the 
obvious' (perhaps needed?) such as 
protecting the larger employment 
areas, which don't actually 
determine what approach should 
be taken - what is Ripon trying to 
attract and become? Assuming 
business will roll in because we've 
got areas business can develop is 
not a good approach; what are we 
doing about business rents 
(ridiculous on the market square?, 
what kind of mix do we want, 
should we be trying to bring in 
certain types of business (i.e. 
should we be asking the population 
of Ripon what they want and then 
trying to see what can be 
achieved)? 

N/A Outside competence of City plan  



 

 

130 Very Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

131 I don't understand what you mean 
by smaller businesses needing a 
more flexible approach. I agree a 
variety of hotels are needed but 
also the needs of citizens should 
come before tourism. Creative 
ways of stemming the tide of 
restaurants taking over the city 
centre and encouraging a variety of 
shops and businesses would be 
good too. 

N/A   

132 Vague ideas but no specific plan N/A Comment noted N/A 

133 not enough work on 
communications - transport for 
workers around the region. 

connectivity   

134 More needs to be done to support 
local retailers 

n/a   

135 Vacant land should be used. It 
should be used for housing if no 
commercial use. Wetherby has a 
business park with housing in it 

Focus of proposal   



 

 

136 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 Good. The development of Ure 
Bank and Highfield house sites are 
good.  
 
A further quality hotel would be 
good especially if it was large 
enough to cater for Coaches. 

Hotel   

138 Essentially well contrived . 
However, access needs further 
consideration. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

139 Jobs are very important so it is 
imperative that support needs to 
be given for employment areas.  
Another hotel would be a great 
asset - so suggestions for new sites 
is sensible 

Employment/hotel noted  

140 An aquatic centre (pool), as in 
Perth, Scotland would be a benefit 
to the tourist trade as well as 
locals. 

n/a   

141 Good. Ripon certainly needs a new 
hotel to cater for more tourists.  
Utilising areas that are derelict or 
run down makes sense. 

hotel   



 

 

142 There are a large number of empty 
business premises in Ripon already 
some of which have been empty 
for some time e.g. Highfield 
Business Park estate, Premier 
House. Non-sensible business rate 
valuation play a part in preventing 
occupancy and Harrogate needs to 
address this if we are to attract 
business to Ripon. Transport 
infrastructure would also need to 
improve if we want to draw 
employees from further afield than 
Ripon. The plan makes little 
comment on how this could be 
achieved. 

n/a n/a  

143 The four basic points are OK but 
you must engage the main players 
[Booths, Morrisons, Sainsburys, 
Banks, Building Soc & Breweries] in 
donating to projects 

n/a   



 

 

144 Agree with the need for better 
Hotel provision. More needs to be 
done to attract people from 
surrounding areas and further 
afield to Ripon - lack of concrete 
ideas for improving the tourist 
economy.  
 
Eg heritage centre/cathedral café 
at stoneworks 
 
water park or other attractions for 
families (real need for indoor 
activities within the region - there 
is nothing to do in the Dales when 
it rains) 
 
Market square music 
concerts/festival in the 
summer/open air theatre 

Hotel/tourism   

145 Sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

146 Supporting the economy is 
important for Ripon however while 
the plan outlines its proposals for 
new areas for businesses to open it 
does not go so far as to outline how 
it will attract new business to the 
area or how it will encourage 
business to open near the market 
square where there are many 
empty buildings 

n/a   

147 Protection of 'scarce' employment 
land is vital. I also applaud the 
move to ensure that we have more 
hotel bed spaces in our City 

Employment/hotel   

148 They are reasonable aspirations N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

 So far this sounds a little woolly.  
You seem to support giving over 
some areas to housing, particularly 
individual sites which could 
become available.  This I support. 
The land use in and around the city 
centre needs to be allowed to 
change as economic conditions 
change.  However I think that 
future employment land needs 
should be clearly outlined.  The 
only possible area for this is Claro 
Barracks and beyond. The only way 
forward for an ancient small city to 
thrive is have employment land on 
its fringes and housing / leisure 
activities at its heart. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

 To complement the proposals, 
parking within the city need to be 
improved and needs to be easier to 
access. The access to the main city 
centre car parks can often be 
difficult for people with local 
knowledge therefore it must be 
difficult and off putting for visitors. 
Again, the constraints placed on 
the development of Ripon by the 
HBC imposed development limit 
will make it more difficult to grow 
carparking, and associated access, 
proportionately. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for enjoying open spaces? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 

1 A small area within the property 
known as The Mount appears to be 
designated as a Nature 
Site.  Perhaps you could confirm 
whether this is in fact the case. 

Open space It is a reserve  

2 One site not mentioned is the 
former Auction Mart. Whilst 
information may still be being 
assembled, it seems pretty clear 
that the scale of development, if 
any, will be limited. Why isn't the 
site therefore being supported as 
one where open space can be the 
main use. It happened with the 
former Moss Tyres site at the Clock 
Tower junction 

Open space In the plan  

3 No comment    

4 Open spaces should be protected 
and enjoyed if public spaces. 

Open space noted  



 

 

5 Good but I think the Ripon Auction 
Mart site, being unsuitable for 
building development, should be 
converted into an accessible green 
space. Studley Meadows should be 
developed into an accessible 
nature reserve. 

Open space noted  

6 Not impressed N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

7 I agree very much with the 
importance of the open spaces and 
the need to protect them i.e. they 
are not vacant spaces awaiting 
development but important in their 
own right.  Could be strengthened 
by the concept of Green and Blue 
corridors - footpaths linking the 
green spaces urban villages, rivers, 
canal as this enables people to 
enjoy the open spaces.  Also 
provides routes for animals and 
wildlife through the city.  I would 
like to have heard something 
positive as part of the plan about 
greening our roads by creating tree 
lined avenues on more of the key 
streets in the city to soften the city 
scape and improve the green 
corridors for wildlife.  Could there 
also be some positive requirement 
for the quality/quantity of 
landscaping that we would want to 
see as part of any new 
development scheme to create 
mini green spaces within new 
development? 

Focus of proposal  noted  



 

 

8 open land should be protected as 
you indicate not only for its visual 
impact and balance to 
development but as 'lungs' for the 
urban population.  We do not see 
many examples in this country of 
tracks and pathways being 
developed to provide exercise 
stations along their length where 
all ages can improve their fitness in 
a gentle and moderate way.  This 
would be an excellent use of land 
and open spaces.  This could be a 
unique selling point for Ripon's 
visitor economy. 

Open space proposal/economy noted  

9 You don't actually propose any new 
sites in the preliminary draft - I do 
think the existing facilities are very 
good - especially the parks for the 
younger children - I can't see how 
you can expand on the 
conservation areas - they are very 
good too. 

Open space  noted  



 

 

10 All green sites - playfields, 
parklands etc. MUST be protected.  
An area not mentioned in your 
literature is the land around Hell 
Wath and the now disused 
Cathedral Choir School.  This area is 
used by many local residents and 
must not be lost to housing. 

Open space/housing noted  

11 What proposals?  You describe 
existing facilities and the plan to 
take their amenity value into 
account.  What plans are in place to 
develop new spaces, particularly 
with several large scale housing 
developments being proposed? 
 
There is a huge need for factoring 
in more open spaces as the 
population increases. 

Open space noted  

12 The open spaces are a wonderful 
and beautiful asset to Ripon; and 
do not need to be touched. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

13 Open spaces are essential, please 
protect them. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

14 Very important and glad that views 
of the cathedral are to be 
maintained. 
 
Pleased with the idea of integrating 
the Spa Gardens & Spa Park. 

Focus of proposal noted  

15 Great close to so much natural 
beauty.  Already have fantastic 
parks - more emphasis on these 
areas & cycle links to Fountains, 
Brimham, Newby Hall would be 
good.  Also walking the city, maps 
for walkers and hikers.  Give them 
evening places to get 'dressed up' 
for too.  Theatre? 

Open space/connectivity noted  

16 OK.  Footpath from extremity of 
canal across to Ure passing under 
temp bridge used by quarry 
companies should be a priority.  
Why have some paths e.g. from 
opposite Lver camp site across to 
Studley have been hedged either 
side to obscure views of the 
countryside? 

Connectivity  noted  



 

 

17 Good stuff - you are right to 
encourage everyone carnal visitors 
to our excellent allotment holders. 
 
The smallest city in Yorkshire - but 
also the "greenest" should be our 
aim. 

Green city noted  

18 Glad open space maintained on 
college site. 
 
High Cleugh - lovely space. 
 
What about land Kirkby Road to 
Clotherholme (Clova House). 
 
Love Greg's Clydesdales/shires by 
Marlborough Grove, but surely 
prime land??  Housing?  & open 
space. 

   

19 There are no proposals given. N/A Comment noted N/A 

20 Green spaces for both residents 
and visitors should always be 
considered. 

noted Comment noted N/A 



 

 

21 I think Magdalens Hill would make 
an excellent nature reserve for 
local families to enjoy and stop it 
from being an eyesore. 

Noted    

22 Vital to keep green spaces.  
Allotments to be kept and not built 
on.  Green space/gallop at top of 
Whitcliffe Lane is beautiful - please 
keep. 

noted   

23 That would be nice - if you can get 
the police to police them when its 
needed.  Only this week vandals 
attacked the café in the Spa 
Gardens, blocked the minster 
toilets and trashed some 
allotments.  Large groups of 
teenagers are spoiling the open 
spaces. 

noted   

24 All well and the Spa Gardens - a 
great spot for all. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

25 Protect open spaces - once gone, 
gone forever. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

26 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

27 Our open spaces should be kept at 
all costs i.e. rugby, football, cricket 
clubs.  We need these to attract 
youngsters. 

noted   

28 Open spaces should be preserved 
at all costs!!!  You state 'wherever 
development is proposed....the 
amenity value is taken into 
account'.  Parks, playgrounds etc. 
are well spaced and OF VALUE to 
those living nearby.  We are 
supposed to be encourage 
everyone to exercise more, to get 
out and do something, whether 
youngsters taking part in sport and 
recreation or older people enjoying 
socialising on an allotment.  Let's 
make it easier, by keeping our open 
spaces, rather than using some for 
development,, for everyone to 
enjoy the outdoors. 

noted   



 

 

29 Again you do not go far enough 
with your proposals.  There is a 
requirement to protect the green 
belt from any inappropriate 
development as there is also a 
need to ensure that existing 
facilities are protected and 
enhanced if possible.  Furthermore 
there is a need to increase open 
spaces within the city, not decrease 
areas as your documents would 
appear to suggest could be the 
case. 

noted   

30 Appropriate. N/A Comment noted N/A 

31 These open spaces are important 
so do need protecting. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

32 I think it is the right thing to do, 
gives an even balance. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

33 Open spaces are crucial to any plan 
and these spaces should be 
protected. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

34 Agree whole heartedly, its 
depressing to see every spare piece 
of land up for housing 
development.  The city is so very 
crowded it would be nice to see 
greenery, play areas etc. 

noted   

35 All existing open spaces should be 
kept as such and more playing 
fields be made available. 

noted   

36 If you can protect them well and 
good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 This will take care of itself. N/A Comment noted N/A 

38 Fully agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

39 In the main we think your ideas are 
the right way to proceed. 
 
We DO NOT agree with any 
proposal to use all or part of the 
sports fields between Mallorie Park 
Road & Studley Road. 

noted   

40 These are not proposals - only 
statements of existing situation. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

41 There are not enough allotments to 
satisfy demand.  Very unfortunate 
because of the enormous benefit 
for physical, emotional and dietary 
needs.  What about that land 
adjoining Kirkby Road on the same 
side slightly nearer the town centre 
and the church?  It has not been 
built on because of its instability. 

noted   

42 As there is not many within the 
confines of Ripon's boundaries, 
best left as they are regarding use. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

43 We should retain as many open 
spaces as possible and we should 
not build a new swimming pool on 
the playing field next to the Leisure 
Centre. 

noted   

44 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

45 Open spaces are a VITAL part for 
consideration.  Without these the 
city becomes boring and children 
especially need areas to play and 
for leisure use. 
 
It is unthinkable that any open 
space could be encroached on for 
commercial or residential use. 

Open space   

46 What open spaces. N/A Comment noted N/A 

47 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

48 I fully support these proposals. N/A Comment noted N/A 

49 All open spaces within the city 
should be protected and more 
created where possible. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

50 It would be disappointing to lose 
any of our open spaces as we have 
so few of them. 
 
We at the top end of Clotherholme 
Road value our "green" space 
which you are looking to build on. 

noted   



 

 

51 An eagle eye is needed on our trees 
(e.g. felling of trees at site on 
College Road).  We are justly proud 
of our Spa Park and adjacent play 
area which now caters for children 
older than toddlers.  The 
allotments provide a fine 
opportunity for residents but it 
would be better if some of them 
looked less like shanty towns, using 
old corrugated iron and window 
panes for greenhouses.  
Standardisation of a variety of 
garden sheds would improve 
appearance. 

noted   

52 Good.  It would be good to be able 
to connect up open spaces for 
walking and cycling. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

53 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

54 Comprehensive - include waterside 
areas? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

55 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

56 I agree with them. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

57 Integration of patches of 'open 
space' to form a Ripon Spa Park is a 
worthwhile objective. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

58 OK very acceptable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

59 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

60 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

61 How do Kirkby Road allotments 
contribute to enjoyment of open 
spaces?  It is only enjoyed by the 
allotment users themselves, but I 
agree there should be open spaces 
where planning is concerned to 
allow for tree planting etc. 

noted   

62 Vital.  I like your plan to link up Spa 
Park & Gardens and include Park 
Street which I presume you intend 
to pedestrianize, but you don't say 
it.  (Also to Minster Road - I agree 
with this too). 

Noted quarter link ups   

63 Our open spaces are lovely and we 
must maintain them - and never 
allow any development on them. 

noted   



 

 

64 A strength of the city is its 
open/green spaces.  These need to 
be preserved and promoted. 

noted   

65 Paddies Park could be better 
utilised.  Ironic that the area most 
used football/rugby fields is an area 
you have proposed to change. 
 
More green areas when 
considering housing in future 
please, more woodlands etc. 

noted   

66 Agree - although not much detail 
provided to agree with. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

67 We are blessed in Ripon with 
wonderful green spaces. 
 
Careful consideration needs to be 
taken if we are to lose any. 
 
A 'quid pro quo' needs to be in 
place if and when green space is 
lost. 

noted   



 

 

68 We are very lucky to live in such an 
amazing area with countryside 
walks a few moments away.  These 
open spaces must be protected at 
all costs. 

noted   

69 It would be good to have more 
open spaces nearer to housing 
estates and the city centre.  More 
allotments adjacent to Kirkby Road 
allotments should be encouraged 
as there is a waiting list. 
 
The football pitches on the 
barracks are used on a Saturday by 
the community football clubs I 
think. 

noted   

70 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

71 Turning the Auction Mart into a 
safe and usable public and open 
space/sports facility would be an 
excellent central amenity. 

noted   

72 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

73 No change. Plenty! N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

74 As proposed, the present open 
spaces must be retained and 
developed. I note particularly that 
"amenity value" will be required of 
the taken into account in detailed 
planning. 

noted   

75 I agree these areas are VERY 
important and should be protected. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

76 All open spaces should be kept and 
on no account be developed.  The 
development of further sites to 
open space if available should be 
encouraged.  Although outside the 
city boundary the change to the 
woodland on Whitcliffe Lane is an 
example. 

noted   



 

 

77 This question promoted a lot of 
discussion and was welcomed. 
 
1. Approved emphasis on keeping 
open spaces - these should all be 
accessible including those that lead 
to open countryside. 
 
2. Welcome suggestions for 
improvement to traffic flow and 
cycle ways.  Please could cycle 
ways include mobility scooters.  
Attention should be paid to 
keeping vegetation under control 
to keep paths open. 
 
3. Approve suggestions for 
improvement of the canal. 

Open space/connectivity   

78 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

79 Riverside walks are good, but parts 
need tidying up. 

N/A Comment noted. TBC N/A 

80 Agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

82 Very vague.  Nothing concrete as 
yet. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

83 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

84 I love open spaces and we need to 
keep them - this is great. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

85 Excellent. N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

87 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

88 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

89 One must keep space open and 
tidy. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

90 OK.  We need to keep our open 
spaces and encourage everyone to 
use them - safety, litter, anti-social 
behaviour. 

noted   

91 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

92 Green spaces must be exempt from 
building. 
 
The auction mart should be made 
into a nature trail, connecting with 
Princess Road.  This could be a 
great way to attract wildlife as well 
as an outdoor space for the people 
of Ripon to enjoy. 

noted   

93 Couldn't identify any proposal. 
 
Mostly statements of facts. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

94 Vital to maintain current sites.  
Create more i.e. cattle market (as it 
can't be built on). 

noted   

95 ALL of our green areas MUST be 
kept. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

96 A balance has to be struck between 
protecting open spaces and the 
need for new housing.  Where 
housing is to be provided on farm 
land at the edge of the city more 
weight should be placed on 
housing needs. 

noted   



 

 

97 Ripon is fortunate to have the open 
spaces it has so long as they 
continue to be maintained. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

98 On the right lines. N/A Comment noted N/A 

99 I could only spot one proposal 
here, which is to take account of 
the amenity value wherever 
development is proposed.  How 
about raising awareness of parks 
with decent signage?  I have lived 
in Ripon nearly 3 years and only 
just discovered Temple Gardens.  
Within the parks perhaps plant 
some colourful herbaceous 
borders, interesting specimen trees 
etc.  Is there a bandstand in Spa 
Gardens?  Is it used?  Perhaps we 
should look to the Valley Gardens 
in Harrogate for inspiration. 

noted   

100 Agree, they must be protected. N/A Comment noted N/A 

101 All the mentioned parks, a credit to 
Ripon Council. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

102 Excellent! N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

103 Yes, when I arrived 11 years ago I 
was thrilled at the large number of 
green spaces. 
 
We need the inspiration of links 
with nature - not endless housing 
estates. 
 
All developers see is the chance to 
turn a field into profit, not the 
degraded quality of life for those 
living there. 

noted   

104 Good.  Open spaces are very 
important, especially for children. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 Fine. N/A Comment noted N/A 

106 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

107 Protect the "brown belt" at all 
costs.  Utilise the army camp 
before it becomes derelict. 

noted   

108 I believe that the open spaces 
should be protected. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

109 Open spaces need to remain as 
open spaces both in Ripon and 
edge of Ripon - no building on 
beautiful open spaces. 

noted   

110 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

111 Very important.  Ripon is pleasant 
due to abundant open/green/leafy 
spaces. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

112 Protect them.  "Take into account 
their amenity value" is not enough. 
 
How to connect Spa Park/Gardens?  
Suggest new gate to gardens 
opposite Park Gate and pedestrian 
crossing. 
 
See also "Wilderness" suggestions, 
Q7. 

noted   

113 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

114 This is important - wondered about 
the maintenance of Hell Wath open 
space and problems with 
parking/excessive cars during home 
football matches. 

noted   



 

 

115 Our open spaces and views of the 
cathedral need to be maintained. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

116 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

117 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

118 We must ensure our open spaces 
are preserved. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

119 Vital that open spaces are 
maintained and not built on.  You 
do not mention Hell Wath 
specifically in this section.  
allotments are very important - 
which you do mention. 

noted   

120 Public spaces are vital in Ripon for 
everyone and should be 
encouraged and well maintained 
wherever possible.  More accent 
should be put on making it possible 
for disabled people to enjoy the 
open spaces. 

noted   

121 I think Ripon is a better style since 
some of those open spaces in 
Ripon, a few years ago, had been 
filled up. 

noted   



 

 

122 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

123 Spot on: But! Too much is being 
made of Camp Close Field! It is 
right and proper to site our new 
swimming pool there, if in doubt 
ask the opinion of Ripon folk to 
whom the land was bequeathed by 
referendum. 

noted   

124 In full agreement with all 
proposals. 
 
      Would like to see more open 
space possibly the sale of Outwood 
Academy as they move to the 
Barracks site? 
 
      Better use of the Rugby 
Club/Football Club and even the 
Cricket Club. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

125 Agree N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

126 They should be left as open spaces.  
The Temple Gardens are lovely but 
the connecting bit between North 
Street is not very inviting.   
 
Allotments should not be 
developed over.  It can take a long 
time to get land to the stage where 
it is suitable for growing vegetables 
etc so it is not sensible just to move 
allotments somewhere else 
because someone wants to build 
over them. 

noted   

127 Good, as long as financial interests 
do not over-ride the need to 
protect these spaces. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

128 i strongly disagree with your 
proposals. The City Plan should 
have a much stronger protection 
for open  spaces and recreation 
areas - just taking amenity value 
into account when development is 
proposed is not enough - the plan 
should say NO! Your proposals for 
developing Ripon's football and 
rugby pitches are criminal and are 
contrary to paras. 73 and 74 of the 
NPPF. 

Noted  City Plan has strong protection  



 

 

129 Ok but in the same breadth there is 
a proposal to develop the Ripon 
Rugby and Football grounds (but 
not as it happens the Ripon Cricket 
Ground - the latter exclusion 
excused as it being part of a 'green 
lung' of Ripon. I don't see a broader 
consideration of assets vital to any 
good city. The individual I spoke to 
at the City Hall suggested that it 
was up to Ripon Rugby Club and 
Ripon Football Club to renegotiate 
grounds elsewhere should their 
grounds be developed. I would 
firmly point out that leisure 
facilities are as much the 
responsibility of the city as the 
clubs and therefore the plan should 
have included how these will be 
provided (obviously in partnership 
with the clubs but not by way of 
the abrogated responsibility 
suggested by the individual in the 
city hall). That said I note in the 
plan the potential for use of 
Clotherholme - I would hope that 
the city would take an active part in 
any such agreement. 

Noted    

130 Very Good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

131 You're right, they are important.  
Development should never be 
considered and if anything, more 
open spaces should be considered 
such as allotments. 

noted   

132 Absolutely crucial in maintaining 
Ripon's potential as a small 
Attractive Cathedral city especially 
given its vicinity so close to a world 
heritage site, Fountain's Abbey 

noted   

133 seem sensible. N/A Comment noted N/A 

134 No development should be 
permitted on any 'green' open 
spaces 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

135 Excellent All open spaces must be 
retained and promoted 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

136 These need special priority with 
new spaces being opened up to the 
public along side development such 
as at the Cathedral Choir School.  In 
other words allow some housing 
but add the playing fields to Hell 
Wath. 

noted   



 

 

137 Good, The area of openspace 
between the Grammar 
school,Trinity and St Wilfrids is a 
large open space which is not 
readily accessible to the public.This 
would be a great area for 
recreational facilities especially a 
new swimming pool. 

noted   

138 Good , but no development of 
open spaces should be 
contemplated 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

139 Developing the Spa Gardens and 
Spa Park area makes a lot of sense 
as does protecting allotments and 
moving the football/rugby pitches 
to the MOD land when available 

Noted    

140 Must keep all the limited green 
areas within the city boundaries.  
Notice that Camp Close not 
included in the list because on page 
11, HBC have a 'preferred site' - by 
them not the community of Ripon. 

noted   



 

 

141 This is very important,  How many 
people are aware of Temple 
Gardens for example.  Promote 
what we have and protect them 

noted   

142 The enjoyment of open spaces is 
part of the charm of Ripon. 
Suggesting developing some of the 
existing open spaces used for sport 
and recreation is not acceptable. 
The rugby club and the football 
club (though I do not understand 
why you have excluded the cricket 
club) would lose a lot of community 
support were it to be pushed out to 
the periphery. 

noted   

143 You must add the length of the 
rivers/footpaths as they flow by the 
city and the whole setting of the 
Cathedral, also the canal its basin 
and footpath 

noted   

144 There don't appear to be any 
proposals other than you'll protect 
what's there - some are already 
well developed, but there should 
be plans for others - eg Paddies 
park could be developed  to the 
same standard as the spa park 

noted   



 

 

145 Sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 

146 The plan is not proposing anything 
that is not already in place e.g spa 
park and gardens. How does the 
plan address the further 
development of open/public spaces 
and more 'Green' areas within the 
City? 

noted   

147 Amenity value is extremely 
important in the 'fast paced' age in 
which we live.  It is vital that 
safeguards are put in place 

noted   

148 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 

 Very sensible. the variety of these 
spaces makes an important 
contribution towards the quality of 
life in Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 the plan should be looking to 
extend and improve the open 
spaces wherever this can be 
achieved. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for regenerating Bondgate Green, Ure Bank and Clotherholme? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 



 

 

1 
Bondgate Green 
This area is the first impression of 
Ripon for most visitors to Ripon.  As 
such a masterplan would be a great 
idea for ensuring that the site is 
maximised with the correct mix of 
uses and density i.e. not a coach 
park!  Coaches should drop off and 
then park away from the city 
centre.  From discussion with 
regional developers, I understand 
that HBC are holding out for 
Employment use on the site.  In the 
current market any redevelopment 
is unlikely unless driven by housing 
or a hotel use.  Employment could 
then be targeted at the uses 
required by Ripon businesses.  The 
City Centre Manager should carry 
out a survey of all businesses in 
Ripon - many of which are 
operating from houses due to the 
lack of affordable starter 
units.  This would inform any 
redevelopment - maybe ground 
floors beneath apartments would 
provide for a mixed use frontage? 
  
Clotherhome 
I note the reference to re-opening 
of Chatham Road.  This is a 
proposal that I feel would make a 

Employment/barracks noted  



 

 

key part of improvement to Ripon 
and should be discussed with the 
MOD as any remodelling of the 
barracks. 



 

 

2 The  Mayor mentioned Wolseley 
hughes site but this has been on 
market for 
number of years and after the 
wonderfull coverage Ripon had on 
Tour de France if site is not 
developed in next 2 years it will be 
not taken up. 

Insufficient detail   

3 

It is suggested in the plan that a 
regeneration feasibility study of the 
Maltings at Ure Bank with the view 
to developing it for business use is 
to be carried out. 
Please advise whether access to 
the site is proposed to be from 
Hutton Bank or Ure Bank Top. 

Ure bank - maltings   



 

 

4 
Once the correct policies are in 
place in terms of employment 
retention/generation and even 
housing, efforts should be made to 
get the right "agencies" (HBC/NYCC 
etc) to work with land owners like 
the case No.1 at Ure Bank. 
Depending on a range of matters, if 
there is potential for development, 
the possibilities should be 
encouraged and failing which, if the 
case can be made, look at such 
matters as Compulsory Purchase 
Powers. It worked with West of the 
Market Place indeed it worked 
there in the 1980s and it was only 
the link with the Relief Road which 
"delayed" the actual WOMP 
development, as the case in 
isolation (from the Relief Road) was 
made and "accepted". 
In terms of Clotherholme, I support 
your approach. There is the space 
and opportunity there to create an 
attractive mix as well as use 
existing facilities in the 
area....sports areas, "communal" 
type buildings etc. The balance 
needs to be right, even down to 
local transport links and by that I 
mean more than just opening the 
highway to Galphay Lane. Are there 

Barracks/focus of proposal noted  



 

 

"Military Monies" to be tapped 
into? 



 

 

5 
In order to facilitate the 
regeneration objectives of these 
areas once the military have moved 
out, an initiative should now be 
embarked upon with the support of 
the MoD; English Heritage, 
Environment Agency, NYCC, RCC 
and HBC to create a master 
development plan that is properly 
served by new, appropriate 
infrastructure in the form of what I 
term as a Western Regeneration 
Route noted earlier.  
This would link from the 
A61/Harrogate Road “Wheatsheaf” 
roundabout looping north 
westwards ending with a new 
junction near the Red Hills area of 
Palace Road – taking in new 
junctions with Whitcliffe Lane, 
Studley Road, Clotherholme Road, 
and Kirkby Road whilst utilising 
existing local highway corridors 
near to and through the military 
areas. This route would stimulate 
and support the regeneration of 
the military areas and provide 
much need relief to the 
oversubscribed Clotherholme, 
Mallorie, Skellbank, Skellgates, 
Bondgate Green and 
Boroughbridge Road traffic 

Barracks masterplan noted  



 

 

corridors. Nonetheless it would still 
be wise to improve the inadequate 
layout of the Park Street, Studley 
Road, Clotherholme Road junction 
by compulsory purchasing 
sufficient land between 
Clotherholme and Studley roads 
that is proposed for a Nature 
Conservancy Site on the Proposals 
Map.  
In keeping with the prevailing 
existing land use, Deverell Barracks 
should be considered for mainly 
housing use whilst Claro Barracks 
to the West of Chatham Road (and 
likely route of the Western 
Regeneration Route) may be 
considered more suited to mixed 
employment use. There are 
possibilities for making the 
optimum use of the barracks areas 
to host community support 
facilities from Public Open Spaces, 
limited sports use, secure playing 
fields, community centre (or 
theatre) and junior/infant/child 
care resources. This would best be 
achieved through an “integrated 
and sustainable community” 
approach to re-development 
design.  



 

 

The utility support infrastructure in 
the Clotherholme area and on-
going linkage to the City’s networks 
will need careful investigation for 
possible strengthening and to 
minimise any disruption caused by 
upgrading works. 



 

 

6 
No comment 

n/a   

7 

Ure Bank - good ideas for 
regeneration.  
 
Bondgate Green - because it's near 
the racecourse and coaches 
currently park along the roadside 
here on race days. I don't believe 
it's a good site for a coach park. A 
coach park and extra parking would 
be better developed on the old 
cattle market site. Allowing space 
for camp vans to stay overnight. 
Day trip coach parties are near the 
city centre and have a flat, level 
walk into the centre.  
 
Clotherholme - should be 
residential, small businesses and 
the sports clubs should move here. 
Relocate the football and rugby 
clubs to the army camp site. The 
army already have pitches marked 
out. 

Carparking/ barracks/sport noted  



 

 

8 
Good for the first two areas. 
Clotherholme needs serious 
consideration not least because the 
only area where Ripon can expand 
is to the west. A bold strategy is 
required to turn this rather soulless 
area into something far more 
attractive and vibrant. 

Focus of proposal noted  

9 
Not impressed 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

10 
I agree with finding a new mixed 
use for the maltings at Ure Bank 
which is an important building.  Ure 
Bank suggestions generally seem 
confused - attractive residences, 
open landscape historic entry point 
yet building industry on prominent 
bank?  Needs re-thinking please 
see Q3. Ure bank / 

noted  

11 

I agree wholeheartedly.  However 
alternative employment land must 
be earmarked in place of any lost 
pursuing the urban village concept.  
We do not want all our workforce 
to be forced to travel out of Ripon 
for work. Insufficient detail 

noted  



 

 

12 
Ure Bank certainly needs tidying up 
and put to good use.  There are 
derelict buildings there that could 
be used for business. 
 
I agree there should be a master 
plan drawn up for Bondgate Green 
area which is a very attractive place 
with the canal and situation near 
the cathedral. 
 
Clotherholme & Barracks are 
worthy of tremendous thought as 
to re-development and retaining 
open spaces. 
 
It would be a tremendous asset to 
Ripon to re-open Chatham Road 
and the military highway to 
Galphay Lane to relieve the traffic 
in the west of Ripon. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

13 

Agree that Ure Bank & Bondgate 
Green should be regenerated.  
Clotherholme/Barracks - current 
housed re-developed & 
modernised and new homes built 
within the current boundary with 
necessary roads being re-opened.  
Do not allow housing outside of the 
current limits.  Sports fields to 
remain for public/residents use. Focus of proposal 

  

14 This is a particularly good section.  
You identify key areas for 
improvement with various sound 
proposals. 
 
I would support all of these. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

15 Good in theory, would need to see 
plans.  Where would you put a 
hotel and coach park.  Surely a 
Travellodge down near MKM would 
be more sensible.  Yes we need 
vacant premises to be regenerated 
but that would not provide enough 
housing.  WE NEED STARTER 
HOMES AS WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY 
BUILT SINCE 1980 WHEN 
BONDGATE GREEN CLOSE WAS 
BUILT!! Hotel/ housing 

noted  



 

 

16 
Bondgate Green & Ure Bank are 
real eyesores.  An urban village 
gateway for Bondgate Green is a 
sound idea. 
 
Claro barracks has an extended life 
so I hear, but Deverell barracks is a 
must for regeneration soon. 
 
Would like to see 
rugby/football/cricket clubs moved 
out of town to free up land for 
regeneration. Focus of proposall 

noted  

17 
In favour. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

18 
Good.  Barracks have great sports 
fields - maybe look into specialising 
in some sport to encourage hosting 
major sporting events in future?  
For example develop a 10k 
marathon event etc. link with Ripon 
Races calendar & other regional 
sporting events. Barracks/sport 

noted  

19 
OK 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

20 Interesting ideas here.  The start of 
getting folk to look around and 
think "that could be a lot better" - 
from the simple lick of paint to a 
full rebuild. n/a 

n/a  

21 
Excellent ideas for regeneration of 
Bondgate Green and Ure Bank - 
business development at Ure Bank 
seems very logical. 
 
Clotherholme - sports pitches etc. 
super idea.  Opening up road again 
between Kirkby 
Road/Clotherholme essential. Focus of proposal 

noted  

22 No-one has come forward for years 
to want to re-develop Ure Bank, 
how is this plan going to push this 
forward now? 
 
Bondgate Green is a good scheme, 
however 2 hotel groups have 
recently pulled out of 
developments in Ripon, what 
makes this plan the saviour all of a 
sudden? 
 
Clotherholme is a non-starter for at 
least 3 years, even if the army 
actually leaves which currently it is 
not so lets just forget that for now. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

23 Ure Bank - if it is to be part of the 
city a bus route should be supplied.  
A 'listed' building is only worth 
renovating if there is a sound 
economic reason. 
 
Bondgate Green - worth 
developing. 
 
Clotherholme - If rumours are 
correct this development may be a 
non-starter. n/a 

  

24 
I feel it is a positive you have plans 
in place for the closure of the 
camp. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

25 
Ure Bank - excellent for 
regeneration of small businesses. 
 
A small industrial development at 
Bondgate would be fine. 
 
Housing & industrial at 
Clotherholme would provide the 
houses needed and small business 
too. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

26 

In theory OK.  Parking would be 
good at Bondgate. 
 
Stop "listing" buildings then 
something could be done with 
them i.e. Ure Bank.  Site of a new 
school, doctors etc. would be good 
somewhere.  Swimming pool also. 
 
Clotherholme lends itself to be the 
new home for football & rugby 
clubs, then you can turn that site 
into parking.  Have you seen the 
traffic at school run times?!  

  

27 
As long as the houses are like 
"Williamsons" village.  Not too 
small plus a small garden. n/a 

  

28 

Ure Bank could be put to better use 
as light industrial site, smaller units 
for small business.  
 
Clotherholme - housing!!! Employment/housing 

Noted  

29 
OK 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

30 

Ure Bank & Bondgate Green OK. 
 
Clotherholme - more thought to 
creating ducational/technology and 
units. employment 

noted  

31 
I fully agree with the proposal for 
further development at Ure Bank 
Top.  The proximity to the bypass 
make it an ideal place for 
businesses and keep extra traffic 
out of the city.  This is the same for 
Bondgate Green. 
 
See Q7 for opinions on 
Clotherholme/Deverell Barracks. Focus of proposal 

Noted  



 

 

32 
The 3 areas you suggest are 
suitable for commercial 
developments of a size consistent 
with city's other development.  The 
barracks would provide the larger 
area for any such development and 
would have the advantage of 
existing spaces on the outskirts of 
the city thus allowing easy access 
for commercial vehicles, parking 
spaces and the like.  Clotherholme 
would benefit from regeneration of 
the existing barracks housing - 
cheap, easy to modernise and 
would give the housing required 
without new build. Focus of proposal 

noted  

33 

Sensible, clearly Clotherholme 
should be mixed use development. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

34 

All these proposals should be 
encouraged.  With the increasing 
population increasing employment 
is important. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

35 

Yes, it seems the right thing to do. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

36 
I support your proposals, 
Clotherholme army camp needs to 
be developed rather than just 
become derelict. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 

Yes, Ure Bank/Bondgate agree with 
plans.  Feel Clotherholme/Camp is 
so big and can be used for a 
fantastic shopping complex, which 
Ripon badly needs. economy 

noted  

38 Bondgate Green - empty business 
properties should be changed to 
housing - attractive riverside 
location provided built above flood 
levels. 
 
Ure Bank - could alternative route 
be made for business traffic? 
 
Clotherholme - road very busy and 
dangerous for school children, 
more housing would make it worse 
unless exit to Galphay Road was 
used. hosuing 

noted  

39 
Good idea - does this include the 
caravan site? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

40 The key regeneration is 
Clotherholme. 
 
Roads out via Galphay. 
 
Hotels too!? 
 
Go ahead. n/a 

  

41 
Fully agree. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

42 
Bondgate Green & Ure Bank - we 
agree with you. 
 
Clotherholme - agree with opening 
Chatham Road.  Keeping the sports 
pitches to alleviate the shortage is 
essential - but not at the expense 
of the pitches at Q4. 
 
Agree about new housing at 
Deverell - if Chatham Road re-
opens. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

43 Re-development of the barracks 
site in Clotherholme is clearly the 
biggest challenge facing the city.  
There is enough space for 
swimming, cricket, football and 
rugby clubs to relocate there and 
business and housing areas. 
 
Ure Bank is an untidy area crying 
out for development. 
 
Bondgate Green is so small in 
comparison that it should be 
relatively low priority. Focus of proposal 

noted  

44 

Ure Bank is an unusual site being a 
mixture of superior desirable 
housing facing the river and very 
modest terraces housing further up 
the bank.  The terraced housing is 
adjacent to small-scale industry.  
No pleasant recreation spaces.  See 
Q10. 
 
Untidy development of Bondgate 
Green (cathedral end) could be 
replaced with guest houses. Housing  

noted  

45 
Again possible location for an 
additional hotel and small housing 
development. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

46 

Access needs to be improved prior 
to building and a new route 
avoiding town centre/Firby Lane. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

47 
Not too sure about this area of the 
city. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

48 Bondgate Green - could very well 
be improved as you suggest.  The 
derelict parts should be usefully 
developed. 
 
Ure Bank could likewise be 
upgraded or developed as you 
suggest. 
 
Clotherholme is an excellent area 
to be developed for sporting use.  
Perhaps a LIMITED amount of 
housing too. Focus of proposal 

noted  

49 
Why doesn't it have them.  Can't do 
anything with them. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

50 
I am very much against the 
development of the Clotherholme 
site.  This site is a green belt site 
and enjoyed by many people for 
walking and enjoying the 
countryside.  There will be plenty of 
building land when the camp closes 
without having to use this green 
site. Noted  

  

51 
Great, long overdue, my hope is 
that this happens sooner rather 
than later. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

52 

Well thought through.  Very good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

53 
The Clotherholme development 
(proposed?0 is on flood plain.  We 
do not need more houses as the 
'forces' houses will short be 
available. 
 
Schools in such close proximity is 
more than enough.  Who will 
monitor all the traffic and 
infrastructure?  Take into account 
the barracks development and it 
will become impossible. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

54 I repeat my endorsement for a new 
hotel with a large hall. 
 
We also need out of town centre 
parking for the coaches that visit 
Ripon. 
 
The urban village idea is very 
welcome.  The barracks are 
suggested as a site for more 
housing.  Would it not be a good 
site for a new hospital - which is 
outside the remit of the 
consultation? Housing  

noted  

55 

Bondgate Green - need to develop 
next to the Water Rat and the 
empty Wolseley offices. 
 
Ure Bank Top - is a priority and 
good to preserve older buildings. 
 
Clotherholme - could the sports 
pitches be moved to the empty 
army space, allowing houses etc. 
on the sports sites? Focus of proposal 

noted  

56 
Alright at this stage. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

57 Bondgate Green - agree but ensure 
sufficient space for vehicles and 
parking. 
 
Ure Bank - access to area is not 
great for commercial vehicles, plan 
appropriately. 
 
Clotherholme - agree with 
exception of sports clubs which 
should stay where they are. Noted  

  

58 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

59 
Agree. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

60 
At a very tentative stage. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

61 
OK again - please see Q2. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

62 
Not much. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

63 
Good 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

64 

Good, but the road infrastructure is 
not good enough to support extra 
traffic in particular Ure Bank Top 
and the military estate. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

65 
I think they are sound, as well as 
bringing 4 landmark buildings back 
into use. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

66 Very interesting.  Bondgate Green 
must be the perfect place for a 
boutique hotel, desirable 
houses/apartments and workspace 
(but not builder's yards etc.) - more 
offices. 
 
Ure Bank is desperately needing 
improvement.  It could be so vastly 
improved if the Maltings etc. were 
sorted out.  Perhaps the access 
road would need improving (re-
directed). 
 
Clotherholme/Barracks needs very 
careful thought. Focus of proposal 

noted  

67 
Generally supportive.  
Clotherholme redevelopment is the 
KEY in realising any SIGNIFICANT 
changes to Ripon within the 
current plan.  Access road will be 
needed to A61 and to the west of 
the city to alleviate traffic flow 
through the centre of the city. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

68 Ure Bank as urban village needs 
encouraging, but like the open 
spaces it needs the facilities around 
it to support it. 
 
Bondgate Green is more likely a 
better urban village as its within 
easy walking distance of the city 
centre. 
 
Clotherholme has the potential to 
be so many things and ideal for 
being on the limits. Focus of proposal 

noted  

69 
Agree - more details required 
though on the barracks 
development. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

70 

Bondgate Green does lend itself to 
change but very concerned since 
we could easily lose current 
businesses to other towns. 
 
Ure Bank is ripe for development 
but we need better access.  A wider 
view of the area expanding current 
roadways (made & unmade) could 
provide better and wider access to 
main roads and alleviate current 
traffic problems - sadly a new road 
would extend beyond the current 
boundaries. 
 
Clotherholme is so valuable as its 
access to Kirkby Road is a must.  
Use of current building ???? vision 
for technical education and training 
linked to current or new academy 
school.  We could have 2 nationally 
recognised schools in Ripon. Focus of proposal 

noted  

71 All these sites have been used 
before and would benefit from 
development.  However this should 
only be when hard pressed school 
places and roads are developed 
too! Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

72 
These are all good ideas. Especially 
the barracks part of it as this would 
take a lot of traffic out of Ripon city 
centre and help the Connecting 
Ripon proposals (Q8).  What if 
neither of the barracks closed 
down, could the military roads still 
be re-opened?  That would be good 
and would it still be an 'urban' 
village? Focus of proposal 

noted  

73 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

74 
N/A. 

N/A N/A N/A 

75 
Good as long as road access is 
improved. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

76 
See Q3 - access from A61 needed 
for Ure Bank, regardless of parish 
boundary. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

77 
Interesting 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

78 Ure Bank - In favour of trying to 
develop vacant premises/sites. 
 
Bondgate Green - Certainly needs 
improving.  I like idea of a hotel on 
vacant site. 
 
Clotherholme - Family housing 
should be retained.  Outdoor & 
indoor sports facilities should be 
retained for local use rather than 
being used for housing 
development.  Should still be areas 
for new housing - which would be 
better than the new proposal for 
building on farm land adjacent to 
West Lane. Focus of proposal 

noted  

79 
These should be encouraged.  The 
Maltings is an important building 
and should be sympathetically 
brought back into use.  The former 
garage site on Bondgate has been 
an eyesore far too long.  The MOD 
site - if developed could have 
alternative access to Galphay Lane 
but this should be paid for by any 
developer. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

80 In favour of these proposals, as 
areas could be greatly improved 
with sensitive development for 
mixed use. 
 
Clotherholme - would agree to use 
of brown field sites. Focus of proposal 

noted  

81 
OK, but see later re transport.  We 
seem to be aiming for a population 
of 22k so better transport is 
essential.  

  

82 
Agreed. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

83 

Clotherholme - keep army housing, 
new swimming pool, bowling alley, 
dry ski slope. 
 
Regenerate Bondgate Green & Ure 
Bank but fill empty properties first. Focus of proposal 

noted  

84 
Agree. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

85 
Very vague.  Nothing concrete as 
yet. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 
Clotherholme is busy enough. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

87 
Regenerating these areas would be 
great but would have to be done in 
sympathy with the area to keep the 
old character. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

88 
Some very good ideas. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

89 
N/A. 

N/A N/A N/A 

90 
Good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

91 

Clotherholme Road (Army Camp).  
New swimming pool, sport - 
football and rugby centre or NEW 
health centre with all 3 surgeries 
on one site.  Dental, chiropody and 
social services.  Ample room on 
army site. Barracks masterplan 

noted  

92 
Some nice houses, not town houses 
- like the houses in Williamson 
Road, but bigger gardens for dog 
owners. n/a 

n/a  

93 

We need to look at roads and 
parked cars before we "go mad"!  
However these areas would benefit 
from some regeneration. n/a 

n/a  



 

 

94 
Good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

95 Ure Bank is a great opportunity for 
regeneration. 
 
The Water Rat area should be 
chosen carefully.  As being on the 
corner and in view, it could be 
incorporated with the canal 
somehow.  (think about Skipton).  
Attract tourists (who wants to live 
between the Water Rat and the 
Bowling Club?) - create small 
independent shops here to connect 
with The Forge sandwich shop 
theme. Focus of proposal 

noted  

96 

Until the army site is released back 
to public use it is purely speculative 
to discuss regeneration. 
 
Surely our councillors have a duty 
to force positive information from 
the military and surely the military 
authorities have a duty to advise 
the public (who pay their wages) of 
their intentions. n/a 

n/a  

97 
Agree. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

98 The derelict site on Bondgate 
Green would be a good place to 
have an hotel for those 
approaching from the east. 
 
Could the old Station Hotel be 
rebuilt? hotel 

noted  

99 
This approach heads in the right 
direction. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

100 
Planning regulations have not to 
get in the way of BEST USE to 
develop these sites. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

101 
On the right lines. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

102 Ure Bank/Bondgate Green - not 
quite sure where a coach park 
would fit.  This is potentially a quite 
attractive part of the city that could 
easily be ruined by unsympathetic 
development and 'cheap' looking 
new builds.  I think a Travelodge 
type hotel would be a disaster.  
This could become a tourist 
destination - canal boat trips, a 
decent café and there is already a 
good pub and a farm shop. 
 
Clotherholme - I agree. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

103 
Sounds a good idea. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

104 
A lot of 'ifs' but basically sound. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 
Excellent! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

106 
Sounds good if nicely done. 
 
I live 'near' the cathedral choir 
school and apparently it was just 
one person who managed to block 
the planning application for an 
extension.  So now they've got a 
derelict building to look at instead.  
Self-interest, as ever, tends to 
trump the wider needs. n/a 

  

107 Good.  The site behind the Water 
Rat needs development 
. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

108 Ure Bank - old maltings should be 
demolished to free development 
land. 
 
Clotherholme - new link road 
required to A61/Masham Road. 
 
Bondgate Green - possible housing 
on brown field sites? n/a 

  



 

 

109 
Very good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

110 
Excellent ideas, make sure there is 
sufficient parking otherwise people 
will not visit! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

111 

I think it will benefit the whole 
community to upgrade these areas. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

112 
Ure Bank - either this area should 
support more employment (again 
you probably cannot influence this) 
failing this - why not build homes to 
integrate with existing homes. 
 
Bondgate Green - just keep it 
presentable and tidy again private 
enterprise will determine business 
success. 
 
Clotherholme - amazing that no 
end plan has come to our attention 
with imminent exit of army 
personnel - almost like the Iraq 
war!  Who is sorting? Focus of proposal 

noted  

113 
Very good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

114 
Definitely: important to avoid 
degeneration/dowdy image near 
the heart of the city. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

115 
OK - but see Q8. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

116 
Very good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

117 Excellent idea to utilise the vacated 
barracks - and opening up road way 
through.   
 
? what about infrastructure in 
relation to schools/shopping etc. at 
this end of the city. Focus of proposal 

noted  

118 

Yes, these areas need improving as 
usually they bring the city down.  
But thought must be given to keep 
it in keeping with the city. n/a 

  

119 
OK. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

120 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

121 

The area such as Bondgate Green 
must be treated sympathetically 
being just below the Cathedral. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

122 
N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 

123 

On the whole, we agree - but great 
care should be taken to make sure 
that the unique market square and 
kirkgate do not become "ghost" 
areas of Ripon, with any new 
development. n/a 

  

124 
I couldn't really express much 
about regenerating, some of those 
areas. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

125 
Good - the sooner the better 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

126 

All the bases are covered. What is, I 
assume, being asked is: What shall 
we do with them. 
 
Regarding Hotel in Bondgate; be 
mindful of car parking. 
 
Be mindful of entry and exit at Ure 
Bank Top. 
 
Ripon has the Race Course 
attraction 3 times per year. We 
need a weekly come to us kind of 
attraction: Sport n/a 

  



 

 

Emporium/academy is what we 
haven't got! 



 

 

127 

Reiterate our concerns re Business 
Communications around the City. 
 
      Fully supportive of the Ure Bank 
area, but would like to see a more 
ambitious scheme to encompass 
the whole area down toward 
Hutton Hill Farm.  Appreciate it is 
out of the Plan boundary but a link 
road to the A61 would improve 
traffic  flow and open up the Ure 
Bank area, with minimal impact on 
the environment. 
 
Clotherholme – we would like to 
see the road through the camp to 
Kirby Road opened up at the first 
opportunity. 
 
 Use of existing buildings for a 
Technical facility for Apprentice 
training using Outwood Academy 
as a base. 
 
Move Outwood Academy onto the 
site and use existing Academy as 
housing. 
 
We must identify more 
Employment Land before we use 
‘brownfield’ sites as housing at the 

Focus of proposal /employment/ 
housing 

noted  



 

 

expense of Employment Land. 
 
Concern that the existing site at the 
Barracks will not yield the financial 
benefits we are all expecting, much 
of the existing estate is semi-
disposed, on lease/purchase 
agreements. 
 
Again great concern that the 
Businesses in Bondgate Green have 
not been consulted and are 
concerned for the existence of their 
businesses. 
 
The sale of the Plumb Center 
Warehousing to a Distribution 
company is a welcome addition to 
the City, but a concern for the 
housing plan. 
 
We would be concerned that 
Housing being proposed along the 
Boroughbridge Road without 
replacement Employment Land 
being found.   
 
Great concern that pressure will be 
placed retrospectively on 
Employers when housing is 
introduced to an employment area. 



 

 

128 
Agree 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

129 
There is a picture of the bit 
between the Water Rat and the 
Bowling Club - I though there was a 
dispute as to who owned that land 
and that's why nothing has 
happened?  The Bowling Club 
already has a large private car park, 
whereas the Water Rat has not.  
Why can't it be at least made into a 
car parking area or more patio 
space until someone finds the title 
deeds?  I know most people would 
prefer to sit by the river rather than 
the road but it would mean you can 
walk along the public footpath by 
the river without pushing past 
people. 
 
The canal is a public route and it is 
less inviting now you are walking 
past the houses that were built 
when they redeveloped the Canal 
Basin.  I would like to see small 
business units on Bondgate Green - 
craftspeople and places you would 
visit when you need a specific item 
like wallpaper or picture frames or 
greenhouse glass (These last two 
can be found elsewhere in Ripon 
but I needed examples) and 
definately not houses, but maybe 
coach parking. Housing/ sport 

noted  



 

 

 
There is plenty of space for housing 
at the Barracks. Ripon already has 
the infrastructure to cope with 
people living there and it would be 
nice to have a bridleway / footpath 
to link up to Clotherholme Farm / 
Green Lane.  If the Football and 
Rugby Club are wishing to relocate, 
there is space here.   Perhaps there 
could be a community centre here? 
like there is in Jennyfields in 
Harrogate 



 

 

130 

A good general plan, but the 
outcome will very much depend on 
later in depth plans and the 
specifics of each development. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

131 
The barracks is where new housing 
development should take place and 
not on the rugby/football pitches. 
You acknowledge in this section 
that the city has a 'shortage of 
pitches and other outdoor sports 
facilities' and yet you want to build 
houses on them. Focus of proposal 

noted  

132 
Some ideas but not enough 
substance although I note the need 
for a master plan for Bondgate 
Green. Again, in terms of 
Clotherholme, we need to have 
more purpose about what we want 
to be achieved in terms of 
commercial and business rather 
than saying we want business to 
occur there. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

133 

Bondgate Green and Ure Bank are 
excellent areas for development.  
 
Clotherholme is a separate 
situation altogether. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

134 
Agree. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

135 
Bondgate and Ure Bank yes.  
 
However the proposal to utilise 
Claro Barracks is vague. No housing 
should be built on the Kirkby Road 
side of the barracks as it would 
destroy the country feel to this side 
of the city. The two feeder roads 
into Ripon are not capable of even 
coping with average traffic during a 
working day. It would cause 
gridlock. n/a 

  

136 
fine. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 
Very good 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

138 

Excellent. Especially Bondgate 
There are two proposals for new 
housing in Ripon Should these not 
be put on hold to see if 
Clotherhome becomes available. n/a 

  

139 
Good.  There is no way the City 
limits should be extended when 
there is so much Brown Field to go 
at. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

140 Bondgate Green would be a key 
area for new housing. 
 
Clotherholme  development 
wether for housing or industry 
would be difficult without some 
form of Western by pass. One 
solution may be to continue your 
proposed road past High common 
farm before turning right and 
linking to the A61 next to North 
bridge. This would relieve pressure 
on Clotherhole Road, Kirkby Road 
and Palace Road. 
 
Ure Bank I agree is a good site for 
light industrial use. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

141 

Access to Ure Bank for business use 
needs further thought . 
 
Bondgate Green redevelopment 
should be reserved for residential 
purposes . No development to be 
permitted along the presently open 
canal side .Clotherholme 
redevelopment only to be allowed 
subject to access and major road 
improvement works. Focus of proposal 

noted  

142 
All sensible suggestions and good 
sites for regeneration 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

143 
Bondgate Green - support 
proposals generally. 
 
Clotherholme; Claro Barracks is not 
closing now according to the 
previous CO and should be 
disregarded in the immediate 
future.  However, a conmtingency 
plan for its use would be 
recommended.   Chatham Rd is an 
MOD one and was closed due to 
terrorist threats.  Doubt if it will be 
made available to the general 
public and should not be therefore 
put forward as access.  Same 
applies to the access to Galphy 
Lane.  Deverell Barracks is still on 
the books to be closed and would 
make an ideal affordable housing 
site. Sports pitches nearest the city 
are used by Ripon Panthers and 
perhaps arrangements with the 
MOD could be made for other clubs 
to use them.  They are outside the 
perimeter and there would be no 
security issues. 
 
Ure Bank; main problem is the 
access. Focus of proposal 

noted  

144 
Excellent. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

145 

Any location within the city where 
vacancy and dereliction exists 
would benefit from regeneration. n/a 

  

146 

All three projects are very valid but 
the Cathedral setting /complex is 
your most Iconic setting and needs 
revitalising especially the ancient 
route from Kirkgate through to 
Sainsburys. Also the canal 
warehouse, Coltsgate Chapel and 
the old opera house need 
regenerating with new uses Focusof proposal 

noted  

147 
Good ideas 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

148 

Good ideas. For Bondgate Green I 
think that it is important that any 
redevelopment does not reduce 
the already limited car parking for 
existing residents. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

 

The proposal to regenerate the 
vacant building is good and is 
needed however again a more 
detailed plan is required as to how 
the buildings will be utilised to gain 
maximum return for the city. Focus of proposal 

noted  

 
I entirely agree with the overall 
aims of this section of the draft 
plan 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

Has anyone actually looked at the 
facilities within Claro Barracks? The 
technical accommodation and 
vehicle hangers are fairly new and 
would be ideal for redevelopment 
as storage or factory outlet 
facilities, the Offrs and Sgts mess 
could easily be redeveloped as 
hotels, still leaving ample 
brownfield site availability for 
housing etc. Of course acquiring 
this site from the MOD will be the 
first hurdle. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

 
Ure bank agree fully.  However, 
how much  is the Maltings listed 
status holding back development. 
Get it de-listed. There 200 + listed 
buildings in Ripon , many of them 
opf no architectural or historic 
merit. Collectively they act as a 
huge impediment to the 
regeneration of the economy of the 
city and they need looking at 
urgently. 
 
Bondgate Green. As a resident  of 
an adjoining site I fully support this.  
This is potentially fine site, lying as 
it does between the river Skell and 
the canal, It wasted as warehouses. 
 
Clotherholme.  I fully support 
Deverell being developed for 
housing, Claro barracks yes to 
sporting use but also development 
here for much needed employment 
land.  It is not enough to say that 
we need a comprehensive master 
plan, we should be saying what we 
want in such a plan. Focus of proposal 

noted  



 

 

 
if the closure of Claro Barracks goes 
ahead, I think an opportunity 
should be taken to creat a 
community sports center such as 
the one i experienced in Amanzim 
Toti (South Africa) wher all clubs 
and facilities are located in the 
same area. This would generate 
better access for all to sporting 
facilities which could be designed 
around the concept of 'encouraging 
family involvement' The local 
health and community benefits 
would be immense.  
 
Ripon runners, football club, rugby 
club, and the swimming pool could 
be located here thus freeing up 
some areas within the city limit for 
development as housing and/or 
open spaces. Focus of proposal 

noted  

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for strengthening the city centre? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 



 

 

1 Northern Quarter 
The City is really losing out to a 
great opportunity with linking the 
Marshall Street development into 
the City.  There are derelict 
buildings on two sides of the car 
park and also lining the two alley 
ways through to the market 
place.  This area should be the 
focus of a masterplan to illustrate 
the opportunities for current 
landowners to realise the 
opportunities that are sat 
vacant!  The possibility of small 
units would provide the 
opportunity for independent 
retailers, galleries, cafes, offices to 
open.  The interest and depth that 
the city needs. 
  
Spa Quarter 
The hospital and swimming pool 
sites are a result of short term 
vision and lack of 
planning/investment.  The Spa 
Baths should never be turned into a 
folly fronting a housing 
development.  If the use changes 
you lose all real value/character for 
the city.  The site could be 
redeveloped as a pool with links to 
the hospital and parks as a 'health' 

NQ masterplan/  
SQ health quarter 

noted  



 

 

quarter!   With today's construction 
techniques, the pool could be 
closed & rebuilt in a relatively short 
period of time if the Council saw 
beyond the short term inward cash 
from a residential sale. 



 

 

2 Encouraging new ventures, like the 
Curzon Cinema in Ripon, is a very 
good example of bringing in a new 
facility which conveys quality and 
supports the cultural growth of the 
city.  The cinema has been 
discreetly integrated into the 
townscape. 
 
The Cathedral for its part will be 
developing plans, along with its 
new Dean, to broaden its appeal to 
visitors and locals alike and one 
hopes that there will be far greater 
collaboration with businesses and 
outside bodies to further the aims 
of the city.  

Economy /CQ dev  noted  



 

 

3 A difficult issue in current and 
perceived trading times. It was 
difficult enough to secure The 
Arcade linked to the Bus Station 
and WOMP, but realistic 
approaches by all, counted for 
much. Ripon will always suffer from 
being between Harrogate and 
Northallerton, so expectations 
need to be realistic, tempered and 
soundly based. Unfortunately 
Ripon seems not to be able to 
access outside funds, but this 
should be on the radar at all times, 
in case opportunities are available. 
As I recall, a small amount was 
obtained for creating Marshall Way 
(as part of WOMP) even though the 
application for the main site was 
rejected, despite ticking well over 
80% of the boxes, unlike schemes 
elsewhere in Yorkshire where the 
ticks were circa 10% but where 
"politics" won the day! 
In terms of the Spa Quarter, surely 
the main matter is to get a 
commitment from the "NHS", 
difficult as that may be. There are 
now clearer Government initiatives 
encouraging a "One Estate" 
approach to using public sector 
assets and pushing for closer and 

SQ health noted  



 

 

more effective working between 
the various agencies in the public 
sector. 
The link with Fountains and Ripon 
needs to be built on still further 
when and wherever possible, given 
the success Fountains now enjoys 
compared to 25/30 years ago. 



 

 

4 Put a roof on the Arcade's and put 
seating there. A seated glass 
covered shelter in Market Square 
for rainy /windy days. Wind proof 
or put a shelter around the market 
cross 

MQ dev noted  

5 Spa Quarter - find funding to build 
a new swimming pool where the 
sports centre is located. Then, 
swimming pool can become part of 
the hospital. Keep the "frontage" of 
the swimming baths ! As it's a part 
of Ripon's heritage. 

SQ health noted  



 

 

6 The Market Place should be 
completely pedestrianized (neither 
Chichester nor York suffer any 
retail loss as a result). Sharow View 
should be given over wholly to 
Ripon Museum Trust. 
Redevelopment of the Spa Baths on 
the existing site is the best option. 
Black Swan Yard is too small and 
inaccessible for parking or housing - 
best to redevelop it for businesses 
(retail and other). Cathedral needs 
to be bold and redevelop the entire 
southern side to incorporate café, 
shops, visitor centre, toilets, hall, 
etc - imaginative architecture is 
required here. 

Pedestrianise noted  

7 Not impressed N/A Comment noted N/A 

8 Generally like these.  Very much 
support the concept of improving 
frontages onto the Marshall Way 
car park.  Also developments of 
precincts and the environs of one 
of our prize historic assets the 
cathedral - the approach to which 
at the moment feels like crossing a 
rat run. 

Economy  noted  



 

 

9 I think the idea of dividing the 
centre of Ripon into 4 quarters by 
name is good.  Presumably the idea 
is that this is an image we want to 
market and promote as the areas 
already physically exist.  I think that 
if it is true, as one of our group 
proclaimed, that city or town 
centres are going to change 
dramatically in the next 20-30 years 
we should be doing something 
about it now.  We should get ahead 
of the game and let 
developers/agents or whatever 
have a blank sheet or development 
briefs to set out how they see 
Ripon could be transformed into a 
success story in the near future.  
This might bring Ripon into the 21st 
century at last. 

Quarters  noted  



 

 

10 I think they are very strong points.  
Certainly the land to the rear of 
Kirkgate and Market Place needs 
sorting. 
 
It will be sad if the swimming pool 
is moved - it is a real feature of 
Ripon. 
 
But yes get rid of the derelict places 
to improve the city centre and 
what a wonderful job has been 
done already to gain the cinema. 

Focus of proposal noted  

11 This must not come at a cost to 
local traders who suffer from 
disruption & may go out of 
business.  Some changes to car 
parking are needed & changes to 
shop fronts to make them more 
attractive to visitors. 

Focus of proposal noted  

12 This identifies key areas for 
development and suggests some 
positive ways of enhancing each. 
 
I would support these. 

   



 

 

13 Sound fantastic but are they 
realistic?  Who pays for all this?  
Why have they demolished the 
library (about time) but left the 
rubble there for months?  The 
house in the auction mart was soon 
cleared.  Council v Private?? 

n/a   

14 Sound proposals throughout except 
for swimming pool.  HBC's 
preferred site next to the Leisure 
Centre is once again crowding an 
open space, encroaching on land 
given to children and youth.  No 
doubt car parking and coach access 
will be wholly inadequate.  My 
proposal is to place any new 
swimming pool across the bypass 
on the site proposed for the rail 
station where there is plenty of 
room for car parking and coaches 
and further development down the 
line for a starter pool, squash 
courts etc. 

n/a   



 

 

15 We agree with them.  A lot of 
tidying up could be done especially 
around Booths car park.  Litter is a 
real problem in Ripon. 
 
One particular eyesore is the path 
from Booths car park by M & Co.  
The particularly bad area on the 
right could become an attractive 
flower bed which hopefully people 
would respect.  This would be an 
attractive welcome between car 
park and city centre. 

complimentary   

16 Necessary.  The centre is still a bit 
'shabby' looking.  We do love the 
quirky shops though & would be 
sad if it became another boring 
high street place!  A hotel in the 
centre would be great and popular 
if 5*. 

Hotel/ complimentary   



 

 

17 OK. 
 
1. Shopkeepers should be 
encouraged (forced!) to regenerate 
flats above shops. 
 
2. No good spending multimillions 
unless you educate shopkeepers to 
maintain their properties. 
 
3. Stop (immediately) those who 
pile their wares on the pavement. 

n/a   

18 Very thought provoking.  I suppose 
I have become so used to such 
elements as Booth's car park (what 
an improvement on the literally 
rundown mess before) that I hadn't 
realised how much better planned 
it all might have been.  Care 
needed with other "back" areas. 

n/a   



 

 

19 Telephone Exchange - agree - is it 
still necessary?  Prime location for 
business to open up Allhallowgate. 
 
Allhallowgate flats are appallingly 
ugly - definitely stop people 
venturing down there - why would 
you? 
 
Great RAOS have bought old British 
Legion - community opp. 

n/a   

20 Environmental improvement 
means nothing - what is needed to 
strengthen the city centre is to 
provide more car parking and to 
change planning rules so that local 
council can reject planning 
applications from unsuitable 
occupiers of retail units - Finally a 
mention of a new swimming pool.  
HBC may have a preferred site 
which is unlikely to be suitable. 

Carparking  noted  

21 This requires attention to planning 
applications - rebuilding on bad 
decisions resulting in too many 
building societies, estate agents, 
charity shops in and around the 
Market Square. 

n/a   



 

 

22 A new swimming pool would be a 
boost for Ripon & its economy & 
assisting new businesses would 
decrease the number of vacant 
premises. 

n/a   

23 Cinema is good example of 
regeneration. 
 
Telephone Exchange - small 
business ventures but no more 
shops - this would only harm 
existing - and no more cafes & 
restaurants, we have enough 
already.  Certainly no more charity 
shops!! 

n/a   

24 Lower the rates to attract small 
businesses a grand or two a year is 
the difference between some of 
them staying or folding.  Stop 
"listing" everything then it can be 
modernised. 
 
More parking!  It has been 
suggested before that Spa Park & 
Gardens be joined - Highway Dept. 
said no unless the road was made 
one lane.  Can you imagine that! 

Carparking    



 

 

25 The cinema is a great asset for 
Ripon. 
 
If the rents and rates are cheap it 
would be better. 

n/a   

26 Better parking is key. 
 
Tarmac the road around the 
square.  Blocks are always loose 
and repairs are ugly. 

n/a   

27 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

28 Introduce a one-way system 
around the town centre so it can be 
pedestrianised. 

pedestrianize noted  

29 I agree there are areas need 
redeveloping in the city centre, 
particularly with the shops being 
used for selling goods currently 
with limited availability or none at 
all e.g. gents clothing.  Also the 
limited amount of car parking 
within easy walking of the city 
needs looking at to see if this can 
be improved/expanded. 

carparking noted  



 

 

30 There are areas within the city 
centre which should be 
redeveloped in order to increase 
the amount of leisure and retail 
trade.  The existing swimming pool 
and Spa Gardens & Park should 
remain  as should the hospital as 
this serves/provides an essential 
service.  The market square area 
needs shops, market stalls, traders 
who provide unique goods - not 
charity shops and cafes.  The 
northern quarter suffers from a 
lack of decent businesses - again 
too many hairdressers etc. 

n/a   

31 A very complex issue. 
 
Possibly unwise to look at so many 
different areas for change thus 
dissipating focus of effort 
necessary? 

n/a   



 

 

32 So important, there are so many 
empty derelict properties.   
 
The cathedral should be given 
every support to develop. 
 
A new swimming pool would be 
wonderful so that the old pool 
premises can be developed. 

n/a   

33 I go along with the proposal. N/A Comment noted N/A 

34 I support your proposals.  The new 
developments have improved 
North Street greatly. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

35 Feel this also needs consideration 
but again spare space used for 
even more housing - the roads and 
pathways in all areas of the city 
need work - we are fed up of cheap 
cover ups and patching. 

carparking noted  

36 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 Fine but no more coffee shops 
please, more retail. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

38 OK so far. N/A Comment noted N/A 

39 Market area should be traffic free. N/A Comment noted N/A 

40 Agree with your proposals (and 
keep baths façade!!). 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

41 Market quarter - a major chain 
store anchor is essential. 
 
Northern quarter - police station 
site needs to be included. 
 
Spa quarter - good idea to extend 
hospital parking. 
 
Cathedral quarter - why would the 
Dean and Chapter have the skills to 
develop plans for this area? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

42 The single storey premises opposite 
the bus station are wasting space.  
A three storey building will not 
impinge on any view and would 
provide a much more inspiring 
aspect as visitors get off the buses.  
More accommodation on upper 
floors could be provided. 

Focus of proposal 
 
 
 

 noted  



 

 

43 In general some better quality 
retail premises are certainly 
required within the rejuvenation 
proposals whereby revitalising city 
centre areas as you have said. 

n/a   

44 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

45 Good - build on the existing. N/A Comment noted N/A 

46 The biggest improvement in the 
city centre would be to ban cars 
from parking in the Market Place.  
This would make a very attractive 
open space as originally intended.  
some more trees/shrubs would 
help. 
 
I agree with your suggestion that 
the rear of shops bordering the 
Booths car park need much more 
visual improvement. 

pedestiranise noted  

47 What centre. 
 
Stop opening coffee shops and 
cafes. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

48 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

49 Living directly opposite from 
Curzon I can certainly testify to the 
benefits of that development 
regenerating North Street.  If this 
could be replicated elsewhere in 
the city it would be wonderful.  I 
am however very concerned about 
the decline of the weekly market.  
See Q10. 

NQ regeneration   

50 I understand that some ideas 
depend on decisions outside 
Ripon's control but the vision is 
sensible and achievable. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

51 5. The cathedral (rightly so) is the 
jewel in Ripon's crown and 
desperately needs toilets INSIDE 
the building.  Visitors are appalled 
at the lack of facilities especially as 
the public facilities are frequently 
locked when evening events are 
on. 
 
6.  This would be superb. 
 
7.  One would ask where and when 
would we get a new pool! 

n/a   



 

 

52 The city centre is Ripon's heartbeat 
with its focus on its market place.   
 
Marshall Way car park could 
indeed be livened up. 
 
The cinema is a great asset but its 
rather dingy and dusty purplish 
paint has not a great deal of eye 
appeal (very subjective I know). 
 
The Arcade is a pleasant feature, 
but closed off at night. 

n/a   

53 Yes - 4 quarters. 
 
Better connections to Marshall 
Way & Booths. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

54 What about the presently 
unoccupied shops?  Will building 
more be viable? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

55 Generally agree.  Encourage 
residential use of unused space 
above existing shops. 
 
Consider pedestrianisation of 
market square. 

pedestrianise noted  



 

 

56 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

57 Agree N/A Comment noted N/A 

58 A covered arcade should be 
constructed to connect Ripon 
Market Place to Marshall Way car 
park thereby replacing the sleazy 
alleyways in current use. 

connectivity noted  

59 Quite well presented and I am fully 
in agreement. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

60 Poor - very old fashioned working 
with outdated model of town 
centre management. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

61 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

62 Sensible use of rundown areas 
within the city centre.  I am puzzled 
at the development of the 
cathedral precinct.  There does not 
seem to be an adequate area 
around it to develop.  Housing is 
already within its boundary walls.  
The graveyard is in use as is the 
church hall.  Your proposals in that 
area are too vague.  They should be 
asked to be more specific about 
what type of development and 
funding. 

n/a   

63 I am happy with this. N/A Comment noted N/A 

64 The Marshall Way car park is still in 
need of severe 'tidying' up around 
the perimeter.  The shops having 
two frontages is a good idea (a 
'back door' effect on the shops 
does not look very professional).  
The Arcade is totally appalling and I 
NEVER go down there.  Good 
quality shops MUST be encouraged 
to open down the Arcade.* 

n/a   



 

 

65 Not radical enough.  The Market 
Square is an oasis for Ripon yet it is 
used largely as a car park!  Car 
parking needs to be relocated - use 
the Square for entertainment, 
farmers' markets, concerts, 
Mediterranean dining i.e. visitor 
attractions.  Just see what the Tour 
de France concert did for Ripon. 

pedestrianise   

66 Love the revitalisation plans, 
concern about what you would do 
with the swimming pool - would 
like it to be moved but keep the 
building. 
 
Parking ideas with putting more 
'arcades' in and Marshall Way 
improvements sound great - more 
'Olivers' please. 

Carparking    

67 Weak - city centre needs to be 
more upmarket and retail mix 
requires consideration. 

economy   



 

 

68 The night time economy is now 
becoming our biggest asset.   
 
Bringing more residents into flats 
above shops would be good. 
 
Encouraging landlords to better use 
properties commercially. 
 
A budget hotel on Auction Mart 
would then keep people in the city. 
 
A new vision on car parking 
outrageous design of multi storey 
at St Marygate & Firby Lane with a 
new road from Low Skellgate to 
????????????? untold value to the 
city. 

Economy/ carparking   

69 Please can you enforce the weight 
limit on roads in Ripon?  Narrow 
roads such as Duck Hill cannot cope 
with HGV's and 36 buses! 

connectivity   



 

 

70 What is our business manager, Mr 
Weston, doing? 
 
We need more retailers to take up 
the empty shops in the city centre 
and he should be encouraging 
them. 
 
As a swimmer 2 days a week and 
now a gym member as well, I am 
keen to see a new swimming pool 
next to the Leisure Centre. 

n/a   

71 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

72 The individual shops and Ripon in 
Bloom are trying really hard to 
make the centre a nice place to be.  
I get really annoyed however at the 
poor state of repair and cleanliness 
of the ginnels and Marshall Way car 
park. 

complimentary   

73 Need to encourage top end 
retailers, we should have done 
more to keep M & S. 

n/a   

74 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

75 At the moment the potential of the 
Market Place and surroundings is 
under-achieved. These are 
interesting suggestions for 
exploitation of potentials. Is an 
evaluation of further administrative 
use of buildings (e.g. banks, 
buildings societies, etc) possible? 

n/a   

76 Already referred to in Q3. N/A Comment noted N/A 

77 The problem with the city centre is 
the shortage of retail premises 
which are a magnet for visitors i.e. 
individual good quality clothing etc. 

n/a   



 

 

78 The group discussed these 
proposals and better use of the 
square was suggested with 
improved signage which should 
include a disabled logo on it to 
show that paths and ginnels were 
accessible. 
 
Street furniture should be 
improved.  The majority favoured 
pedestrianisation of the square and 
Kirkgate provided adequate 
disabled drivers parking space was 
provided.  Kirkgate 
pedestrianisation should be 
enforced. 

Signage/pedestrianise noted  

79 Good but don't lets have any more 
eateries (26 I think) within 600 
yards of town hall! 

n/a   

80 Good.  Not sure how the Spa 
Gardens and Park can be 'linked'. 

n/a   



 

 

81 Fill all empty shops.  Stricter rules 
for shop 'frontages' (more in 
keeping with the city). 
 
* Utilise premises above shops for 
housing. 
 
No more charity shops! 

n/a   

82 Limited agreement. N/A Comment noted N/A 

83 Again very vague. N/A Comment noted N/A 

84 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

85 This would be good as I try not to 
shop out of town. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 Reasonable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

87 All right if it ever comes to fruition. N/A Comment noted N/A 

88 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

89 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

90 If the rates were lower it would 
encourage more good quality retail. 

n/a   

91 As always, parking is the biggest 
issue. 

carparking   

92 Good.  See Q3. N/A Comment noted N/A 

93 The Marshall Way car park building 
does indeed need revitalizing, for 
example the Factory Shop (white 
front) could be painted with a 
Ripon mural with symbols of Ripon. 

compliment   

94 Mostly statements of fact and 
suggestions. 
 
I get the impression from this that 
the councillors are powerless to 
anything about the obvious sites 
for cosmetic improvement. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

95 Ripon Hospital should be more 
used. 
 
Good plan to incorporate old 
swimming pool. 

n/a   



 

 

96 The lower part of the cathedral car 
park should be multi storey.  Two 
or possibly three storeys would not 
spoil view of the cathedral. 
 
Please build new swimming baths 
on the existing site.  This gives 
people from all areas the option to 
'walk to swim'. 

carparking noted  

97 The designation of 4 quarters 
follows similar concepts in other 
towns and cities e.g. Birmingham, 
which have proved successful. 
 
Resist C.O.U. proposals for more 
charity shops and financial 
institutions. 

Focus of proposal noted  

98 Putting things on in the market 
place does not help Ripon shop 
holders if the attraction has stalls 
that take money, people have only 
one lot of money to spend and if it 
goes to stall holders it is taken out 
of Ripon and the local shops suffer. 

n/a   

99 On the right lines.  Independent 
local businesses should be 
encouraged. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

100 Some good ideas including 
frontages onto Marshall Way car 
park and the Market Place.  How 
could Spa Gardens and Park be 
joined up?  I'd like to see more 
detail in this section. 
 
N.B. The social housing on 
Allhallowgate needs serious 
attention.  Changes are for tourist 
and residents alike. 

Focus of proposal noted  

101 OK but don't let the Civic Society 
anywhere near the project.  Utopia 
costs money for little 
'improvement'.  Think market place 
cobbles!! 

n/a   

102 Your brochure says it all - can't fail. N/A Comment noted N/A 

103 Excellent! N/A Comment noted N/A 

104 Sounds good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 Good.  Hospital and swimming pool 
are important.  Ripon lags behind 
the rest of the Harrogate Borough 
area in modern swimming facilities. 

n/a   



 

 

106 Move coach park elsewhere and 
return to being a car park. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

107 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

108 Good, more parking is needed 
though. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

109 I think strengthening of the city 
centre is extremely important.  In 
particular I believe a new 
swimming pool is essential. 

n/a   

110 Not a lot!  A lot of words - but 
sentimental dreams in the main - 
again take action to tidy up the 
eyesores mentioned but private 
enterprise and business will keep 
the city centre buzzing. 

n/a   

111 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

112 See Q3. 
 
1. Put your hands in the civic 
pocket and pull it out of its 
lacklustre appearance.  Otherwise 
you remain in Harrogate's shadow 
and they will hardly care.  Ask their 
inhabitants to visit Ripon.  Answer: 
why? 
 
2. Parking.  Look at Northallerton.  
Charges are resented locally. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

113 OK, but we really need more car 
park spaces and I see little 
emphasis on this. 

carparking   

114 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

115 - cinema a great asset which we 
enjoy 
 
- new shop frontages would be 
good and like idea of new 
development off Kirkgate 
 
- need for new swimming pool has 
been long standing!? 

Shop fronts noted  



 

 

116 It is important to improve 
leisure/fitness facilities in the city 
to bring people together. 

n/a   

117 We need a new swimming pool at 
the Leisure Centre.  Empty shops 
should be council tax free for 12 
months. 

n/a   

118 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

119 Fine, but not with coffee shops. N/A Comment noted N/A 

120 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

121 The Curzon Cinema is a great asset 
to the cultural facilities of the city.  
Kirkgate in particular seems to be 
suffering considerable neglect.  Are 
there any proposals to make this an 
arcaded, pedestrianized way - 
perhaps this would regenerate this 
delightful historical street.  Small 
utility shops amongst cafes etc.  By 
small utility shops we mean 
everyday food shops (perhaps) not 
boutique priced food shops.  If 
parking were free up to 2 hours in 
the market square, then this could 
possibly help Kirkgate. 

Economic parking   

122 The city centre does need 
improvement, with trading with the 
shops.  Improving economy with 
banks and the shops. 

   

123 The antiquity of the centre needs 
to be preserved 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

124 Ripon City Centre is not 
built/designed for modern motor 
vehicles. We are abusing it !!! 
 
At best pedestrianize our city 
centre entirely. Or; At worse, make 
the centre a 'Shared Space' for 
vehicles and pedestrians, with no 
defining lines. 
 
Park & Ride is the way forward. 
Totally pedestrianize the city centre 
returning it to its historically 
designed usage. Just imagine; a big, 
big space where people will roam, 
sit, drink , eat and pop in and out of 
retail outlets. Just imagine 
Christmas; the pedestrianized City 
centre open and vast for one and 
all to enjoy within the rules. 
 
All facilitated by Park & Ride 
operating from North and South. 
The Auction Mart from the North 
and from Morrison's car park from 
the South. It's easy to romance I 
Know, but a viable well thought out 
Park and Ride Scheme will be of 
immense benefit to Ripon. 
 
The current swimming baths are 
begging to be integrated with the 

Pedestrianise/ SQ health  noted  



 

 

current Hospital increasing 
productivity and diversity. 
Decentralizing hospital bound 
treatments like Chemo, limb 
breaks, cataracts and a host more 
will reduce concentration on hub 
Hospitals, also accommodating 
Ripon's Primary Care;  housing all 
Doctors practices in Ripon. 



 

 

125 In full agreement with all the 
proposals: 
 
      Would hope for more 
imaginative thinking on Car-
Parking.  Multi-storey plans for St 
Marysgate & Firby Road sites. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

126 Agree. Unlike Harrogate or 
Knaresbrough, Ripon has little 
central on-street parking - surely, 
therefore, on at least a Sunday 
parking charges can be waived 

carparking noted  



 

 

127 Definately in favour of new 
frontages onto the Marshall Way 
car park, and just general tidying up 
of the passageways through (fix 
leaky gutters/downpipes etc, 
replant the flowerbed  near M&Co) 
and new frontages round the Bus 
Station and Home Bargains. 
 
If the telephone exchange stops 
being one, it should not be 
developed so much that it stops 
looking like one, and should be 
called the Old Telephone Exchange.  
Maybe a theatre or arts centre.  
Definately don't build houses/flats - 
they did this with the cinema.  
 
I haven't been swimming for ages 
but I can imagine that it would be 
prohibitively expensive to update 
the Spa Baths.  I think the buildings 
should become part of the Hospital 
as I would like to see more facilities 
like 24 hour A & E so if I think I've 
broken my arm I don't have to look 
at the time to work out which 
hospital I need a taxi to.  But I am in 
favour of the ornate front 
becoming part of the Spa Gardens 
if they didn't want/need another 
entrance to the hospital. 

Shop fronts/NQ regen/ SQ health noted  



 

 

128 Good, but I am concerned about 
possible re-development of the 
main car park. The trees in the car 
park greatly enhance the visual 
impact of Ripon for residents and 
visitors. They should be conserved. 

carparking noted  



 

 

129 I strongly OBJECT. I think your 
proposals for the Spa Quarter are 
unclear and muddled. Firstly joining 
the Spa gardens and the Spa Park 
would not achieving anything 
meaningful other than traffic 
chaos. Closing this section of Park 
St to traffic would mean more 
traffic being routed past the two 
junior schools. What the residents 
of this area are crying out for is 1.a 
safe route to school - a crossing at 
the Spa gardens entrance and 
footpaths to it. 2. measures to 
control anti-social behaviour 
(drinking, vandalism, etc) in both 
open spaces at night - re-introduce 
the railings to the spa gardens and 
shut them at 9pm. 3. Investment in 
the Spa Baths - residents want the 
baths retained and improved not 
knocked down and replaced by a 
care home - how is that going to 
help young people, obesity, etc? 

SQ object noted  



 

 

130 It's ok but lacks real 'get up and go'. 
The Ripon Baths as nice 
architecturally as they are, are not 
fit for purpose for a modern 
swimming pool lacking a lot of 
commonplace facilities 
(appropriate changing rooms, small 
kids pool etc etc). However the 
plan talks a lot of 'ifs', 'maybes' but 
doesn't actually come down firmly 
on what should happen. 
Disappointing 

n/a   

131 Very Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

132 There is an ideal opportunity for 
Spa baths to be turned into a spa! 
Given it's proximity to the the 
hospital, park, GP surgeries and 
hotel converting it into a 'turkish 
baths/pampering type facility 
would create a leisure area of the 
city, great for tourism as well as 
benefiting locals. 

SQ health noted  

133 The 4 descriptions say nothing. This 
is a vague set if statements and 
obvious. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

134 Fine N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

135 Generally good - the current Ripon 
swimming pool building should be 
protected and renovated 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

136 This is going well but still needs 
more work Housing should 
continue to be promoted in the city 
centre. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

138 Good. We need to connect the Aldi 
development to the centre 
especially as a pedestrian route. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

139 On balance a well thought out plan 
. However, how is the open space 
integration around the Cathedral 
and Spa Park/Gardens to be 
achieved without road closures and 
alternative traffic routes? I am in 
favour of more pedestrianisation 
provided an inner relief road 
system can be devised . 

Pedestrianise noted  



 

 

140 Many great ideas here.  I am not 
sure about the use of 'Quarters' in 
a small area but if it helps focus 
attention then OK. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

141 Generally support them. 
 
Car parking.  Hospital car park 
should be monitored and those 
using it between 0830 hrs and 1800 
hrs only have free parking if using 
the hospital. Its misuse is a disgrace 
and very inconvenient to those 
whose medical condition makes 
walking difficult.  A warden rather 
than a machine is needed – jobs for 
locals. 

Carparking/ hospital   



 

 

142 Very good.  The market square 
could be more protected .  If Ripon 
had more parking space this area 
could be car free ie totally 
pedestrian with more seating 
especially in the summer months.  
Suggest to shop owners that they 
chose from a slection of colours to 
paint their shop fronts.  A more 
colour co-ordinated colour scheme 
around the square as a lot of old 
cities in the UK have.  How did that 
ugly Nat West Building ever get 
planning permission in such close 
proximity to the Town Hall? 
 
(too late now !)  Vet carefully all 
new shop frontages. 

Pedestrianise/ shop fronts noted  

143 Ripon as a major retail centre is 
dying and no amount of 
regeneration is going to change 
that. What is apparent is that the 
Ripon martket place is rapidly 
becoming a cafe society and the 
regeneration programme should 
move  more to making that the 
focus. 

MPOC/ Market  noted  



 

 

144 The seven points are good ones 
especially No 6, suggest a more 
general one based on the use of 
upper floors, empty courtyards and 
radial road empty shops to become 
dwellings. Civic Soc and Chamber 
to make a quick account of empty 
upper floors etc and architects / 
surveyors to do sketch studies 
funded/sponsored by main 
retailers 

Living over shop noted  

145 Vision isn't big or creative enough  
 
-stop parking on market square in 
summer 
 
pedestrianise kirkgate and have 
outdoor cafes etc 
 
Development of swimming pool 
needs to be seen as an opportunity 
to attract people from all over the 
region in to the city. (Many Ripon 
residents travel to York to 
Waterworld) 

Carparking/pedestianise/ 
Swimming pool 

noted  



 

 

146 sensible. I think better routes from 
Fishergate through to the Marshall 
Way car park and shops is vital - 
even including demolishing a retail 
unit to create a proper link. 

connectivity noted  

147 The new swimming pool proposal 
needs addressing further and a 
feasibility study on a new 
pool/sports centre. This could be of 
major benefit to the city of dealt 
with correctly. 

Swimming Pool noted  

148 Clearly, our city centre would 
benefit from some measures aimed 
at strengthening its identity.  I 
agree with the overall thrust of this 
section 

Agree noted  

 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 

 Wel thought out, I fully support. I 
particularly like the idea of shop 
front development on Marshall 
way car park.  Marshall way was a 
much needed traffic link but as a 
contribution to our city scape it is 
visually and socially dead. 

Shop fronts/carparking 
/pedestrianise/ 

noted  



 

 

 when compared to local 
equivalents, e.g Thirsk, 
Northallerton, Helmsley etc, Ripon 
appears to lag behind in terms of 
attracting tourism and small 
business enterprise. Access and 
parking is probably a key reason. 
The Tour de France demonstrated 
the positive impact of closing the 
area to traffic. Periods (such as 
weekends) could be identified as 
traffic free (to see how it goes), I 
also think that, if traffic is to be 
permitted to continue using the 
market place, the roads should 
revert to proper tarmac surfacing. 
 
I visited Santa Fe during the 
summer where they have a small 
Plaza complete with bandstand. 
They host a summer festival which 
includes all types of live 
entertainment from classical and 
country music, to traditional 
dancing and family entertainment. 
Such a facility on the south side of 
Ripon Market place, if properly 
equipped, would make better use 
of this area for everyones benefit 
through the summer, and would 
help to propote tourism to the city 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for new housing? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 



 

 

1 As a resident of Tower Road Ripon, 
behind the Police station, I've 
learned today of the decision of 
North Yorks police to sell the site 
and that CFK Developments will be 
project managing the site. 
 
http://www.ripongazette.co.uk/ne
ws/crime/breaking-ripon-police-
station-to-be-sold-1-6879722 
I'm concerned however, that the 
area of land highlighted on your 
website is incorrect: 
 
http://www.cfkdev.co.uk/north_re
s.html 
The land highlighted in red is not 
the North Yorks police land, is 
unsuitable for building due to 
gypsum problems, and is marked as 
'Protected Open Space' in the 
current draft Ripon City Plan: 
 
https://cityplanripon.files.wordpres
s.com/2013/07/ripon-city-plan-
prelim-draft-rev-lr_23-09-14.pdf 
Please can you confirm the area of 
land you have purchased for your 
proposed retirement 
development? I am not oposed to 
these flats if they will be build upon 
the current land the Police Station 

Open space/ noted  

http://www.ripongazette.co.uk/news/crime/breaking-ripon-police-station-to-be-sold-1-6879722
http://www.ripongazette.co.uk/news/crime/breaking-ripon-police-station-to-be-sold-1-6879722
http://www.ripongazette.co.uk/news/crime/breaking-ripon-police-station-to-be-sold-1-6879722
http://www.cfkdev.co.uk/north_res.html
http://www.cfkdev.co.uk/north_res.html
https://cityplanripon.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/ripon-city-plan-prelim-draft-rev-lr_23-09-14.pdf
https://cityplanripon.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/ripon-city-plan-prelim-draft-rev-lr_23-09-14.pdf
https://cityplanripon.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/ripon-city-plan-prelim-draft-rev-lr_23-09-14.pdf


 

 

sits on, but I believe there will be 
considerable local opposition of 
building on the green open space 
off Tower Road you have 
highlighted. 
Attached is a PDF where I can see 
CFK have had interest in the past, 
but Harrogate council have now 
withdrawn the 'Harrogate District 
Sites Policies Development Plan' 
 
http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan
/Documents/Planning%20Policy/SP
DPD/sites-and-policies-dpd-
statement-of-withdrawal.pdf 
I have copied in HBC planning 
department, and Ripon City Plan as 
I am genuinely concerned a 
'protected' and important piece of 
open land is going to be lost 
forever to retirement flats. 

http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan/Documents/Planning%2520Policy/SPDPD/sites-and-policies-dpd-statement-of-withdrawal.pdf
http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan/Documents/Planning%2520Policy/SPDPD/sites-and-policies-dpd-statement-of-withdrawal.pdf
http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan/Documents/Planning%2520Policy/SPDPD/sites-and-policies-dpd-statement-of-withdrawal.pdf
http://www.harrogate.gov.uk/plan/Documents/Planning%2520Policy/SPDPD/sites-and-policies-dpd-statement-of-withdrawal.pdf


 

 

2 One of the charms of Ripon is the 
variety of architecture that has 
developed over the centuries 
through small scale 
development.  Unfortunately, there 
is nothing within the Ripon City 
Plan or within HBC's plan that 
promotes self build or custom 
build.  Without support you hand 
all the power over to the mass 
housebuilders who will only deliver 
standard boxes repeated from the 
previous town or city.  These 
developments will immediately 
destroy the character and turn 
Ripon into any other town, village 
or city.  Where the Council have 
interest/ownership in a site, they 
should make opportunities 
available for the community to 
actually take part in building the 
next generation of the city. 
The HBC approach to the 
development limit is a strange 
one.  I have previously commented 
directly to HBC during their public 
consultation as the 'line' doesn't 
follow their own guiodance on 
following the key features defining 
the boundary of the city.  The line 
also doesn't include for growth - 

Self build/ development limit noted  



 

 

hence developer's coming forward 
with sites.   
Ripon needs to grow or it risks 
decline as businesses move 
out.  The Council need to carry out 
a proper review and produce a 
suitable plan. 
Finally, the City Planning 
Committee needs suitable training 
to ensure that they represent their 
city appropriately.  I have attended 
planning committee meetings 
where the members have not seen 
the application documents but a 
member asks for the application to 
be refused as it is near their 
house!   



 

 

3 In general, we are supporters of 
keeping green spaces and much 
prefer regeneration of brownfield 
sites wherever possible.  This must 
surely be the way forward for 
Ripon, in order to avoid too much 
extra development on the 
greenbelt.   We support the case 
for new housing where it can be 
built on an existing site within the 
city framework, but we err caution 
on releasing pockets of land that 
will lead to urban 
sprawl.   However, we recognise 
that affordable housing is an issue 
in many parts of the country and 
that where the need arises, we 
trust this is done cleverly and 
sympathetically to the local 
environment. 

Open space/ brownfield noted  



 

 

4 I support the use of unfilled or 
brown site opportunities for 
housing.  This seems a better land 
usage whilst encouraging a more 
cohesive city area. 
 
However, I am very concerned 
about the housing deveopment on 
the site of the old Cathedral School, 
primarily because of access 
problems.  Whitecliffe Lane already 
has serious transport problems 
with increased usage, pavement 
parking and speeding motorists.  
There have been many near misses 
on that road.  Moreover the road 
surface is appalling.   My concern 
about the proposed housing is that 
this will add to an already 
congested road system in the area 
with implications not just for road 
users but also pedestrians including 
people with young children, wheel 
chair users etc.  It is all very well 
building houses - which we may 
need to increase to some degree in 
Ripon- but without properly 
addressing the infra structure 
issues, then that just increases the 
problems for all residents.  I 
therefore would like to see this 

Brownfield/ CCS noted  



 

 

issue addressed in the City Plan for 
this particular development.  
 
As for the proposals for a large 
development on West Lane - no 
doubt there will be an opportunity 
for residents to comment on that 
piece of insanity - but in the 
meantime whoever proposed that 
has either never seen the road 
access or doesnot care!  He or she 
and any planning committee should 
take a look at the 3 main roads into 
the area - Lead Lane which is 1 car 
wide when residents are pparking, 
Whitcliffe lane which is already 
inaddequate and South grange 
Road which is again inadequate as 
a road into a major development, 
for which there is no obvious need 
in Ripon unless the intention is to 
make the city even more of a 
dormitory city than it already is. 



 

 

5 Housing targets should be flagged 
up for Harrogate SHLAA 100 PA ?? 
by Ripon itself 
it will be difficult to acquire Strong 
growth due to lack of non-housing 
sites. 
Our schemes to put forward for 
new Ripon plan are retirement 
village and 
eco village. 

process noted  

6 However, they would like to 
express their concern as to the low 
level of housing provision shown in 
the plan when this is an area of key 
concern for the borough council. In 
particular the small size of the area 
indicated for housing on the choir 
school site. 

housing  noted  



 

 

7 Often costly works, security etc., 
are put forward for not turning 
upper floor space in city centres 
into residential accommodation. 
More should be done to look again 
at the issues and seek ways of 
resolving them, especially when in 
the current and perceived trading 
times, such space will often stand 
idle and deteriorate. 
In terms of specific areas, there 
seems to be some confusion 
regarding the Football/Rugby 
grounds. Whilst residential 
development would "create value" 
to help with relocation, where are 
the sites? The closure of the 
barracks might throw up one 
possibility but beyond that, not 
many locations commend 
themselves when thinking about 
the wider aspects of either club, 
including the social side etc. 
The comments linked to the area 
between Palace Road and Kirkby 
Road are interesting and whilst I 
can see why the DRCP defers to the 
HBC process, surely some 
"message" must be sent from 
Ripon, if only impressing on HBC to 
be proactive, not reactive, 
otherwise this aspect of the Plan 

Living over shop/Sport noted  



 

 

becomes in danger of being 
Developer lead. 



 

 

8 Historic residential planning 
consents have required several 
developments to provide for 
probable future extensions.  
Ripon North  
A good example is Red Hills to the 
west of Palace Road which has two 
ready-made accesses to the West 
and South opening up the area 
towards Little Harries Lane and 
ultimately Kirkby Road. To the east 
of Little Harries Lane is the parcel 
of land originally designated for an 
extension to the cemetery that may 
need to be considered perhaps 
being incorporated within a zone(s) 
of Public Open Space?  
Ripon West  
Two other examples are Whitcliffe 
Avenue and Red Bank Drive.  
These provisions were separately 
sought to serve a) the old Whitcliffe 
Quarry and b) the Choir School 
lands for residential use which may 
now be considered as a potential 
single development although it will 
likely be a requirement to improve 
the existing highway junction of 
Whitcliffe Avenue with Harrogate 
Road and the existing Choir School 
junction off Whitcliffe Lane. 
Collectively these two conjoined 

Connectivity/housing/ sport noted  



 

 

areas create the prospect of a more 
cohesive development than the 
“isolated” housing use of the Choir 
School as indicated on the Draft 
Proposals Map.  
Noting the World Heritage status of 
Studley Park and Fountains Abbey 
cognisance must be made of not 
infringing on eastward views from 
there towards Ripon (also the 
reverse of this), especially the 
Cathedral which is readily seen 
from the Park Eastern exit road 
that is directly aligned with the 
Cathedral’s West end via the River 
Skell corridor. The Cathedral is also 
clearly visible from most of 
Plumpton Lane. The disused quarry 
site slopes generally from west to 
east and is thereby totally screened 
from any views from Studley Park. 
Although the land opened up as 
shown on the plan above from Red 
Bank Drive is higher it remains 
effectively screened from Studley 
Park with a mixture of mature trees 
and smaller shrubbery, etc. These 
existing natural features already 
protect these vistas and the areas 
could be developed 
sympathetically with careful design 



 

 

being mindful of the transitional 
nature of their location.  
Bringing disused quarry land into 
beneficial housing use has a 
precedent with the relatively 
recent Doublegates Development 
to the west of Clotherholme Road.  
There has been no adverse ground 
conditions encountered in this area 
of Ripon and all previous 
developments have typically been 
built on “traditional” concrete strip 
foundations. 
Controversial new homes, road & 
cycle path at Football & Rugby Club 
Playing Fields  
There is some doubt regarding the 
expressions used on page 13 of the 
Preliminary Draft both in terms of 
accuracy and provenance.  
The document is unable to clearly 
show whether these areas are 
needed for housing or principally to 
provide new road/cycle path link 
between Mallorie Park Drive and 
Studley Road and is suggestive of 
the clubs being allowed to re-locate 
“within the city” being conditional 
on them amalgamating. This is 
unlikely to happen and the only 
potential area to lay down the 
footprints required of suitable size 



 

 

would be within the current 
Military Areas. This would serve to 
break the strong links the clubs 
have as part of the city centre 
community and isolate the cricket 
ground as the only significant 
remaining open space within the 
western Zone E of the Conservation 
Area.  
A solution worthy of consideration 
in terms of “green space”, 
environmental security and 
community cohesion that also 
preserves some “green” corridor 
status along Mallorie Park Drive, 
would be to direct effort into 
facilitating the Rugby Club’s 
acquisition of the football ground 
whilst setting up the Football Club 
at a location that more properly 
meets their needs. These three 
sports grounds provide another 
jewel in Ripon City’s crown and 
should not be sacrificed for 
modern-day householders who are 
unable to move without recourse 
to their motor cars.  
If the priority is to provide a new 
road & cycle path as shown, then 
closer knowledge of the area 
reveals the provision made when 
Mallorie Court was developed (on 



 

 

the old tennis courts), of the finger 
of land preserved for future road 
access to the north towards Park 
Street between the first Mallorie 
Court property and number 30 on 
the north side of and western end 
of Skellbank. 



 

 

9 No comment    

10 Former Auction Mart - make a car, 
coach and campervan car park. 
Building houses on former choir 
school, and the army camp are a 
good idea, these have good road 
access. 

Carparking/housing noted  

11 I don't think that it is true to say 
that the football & rugby clubs 
between Mallorie Park Drive and 
Studley Road are "seeking to 
relocate". I do not agree at all with 
the redevelopment proposals for 
the site. They are gateways to the 
west (including Fountains Abbey) 
and housing would have a 
deleterious effect on the city's 
tourism attractions. 

Sport noted  

12 Absolutely disgraceful. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

13 My main concern is that the ideas 
put forward here may be 
superfluous if Harrogate supports 
big developments outside the area 
considered by the plan.  A double 
whammy of new housing.  Plan 
loses much of its value if this is not 
addressed explicitly rather than 
leaving it to HBC to decide. 

deliverability noted  



 

 

14 Living accommodation of whatever 
type must be one of the most 
important strands of any 
Neighbourhood Plan.  In any Plan, 
such as the one you are presenting, 
there should be a deep and precise 
analysis of any factual data that is 
held.  This may be in local council 
files or even in commercial hands.  
So all the current data about 
Ripon's housing stock, whatever 
kind, should be published in the 
Plan.  (including any proposals at 
the preplanning conceptual stage).  
Alongside this should be the local 
demographics, any up to date 
employment data and income 
statistics that are available.  We 
must also consider the HBC 
obligation to central government 
that it should build a substantial 
number of houses in the next 20 
years or so.  the targets set for the 
proportion of \any new building 
that is "affordable" and on 
"brownfield" land as against 
greenfield land has also to be 
considered.  As market towns such 
as ours develop over the years they 
may not do so at a rate which 
keeps a balance between 
population numbers (housing) and 

Process  noted  



 

 

the facilities it requires to make the 
town viable.  Finally the point made 
in Q3 about what business Ripon is 
in i.e. what is its role in providing 
employment, entrepreneurial 
opportunities, education and 
leisure must all be considered 
when looking at "housing". 
 
I do not know if you have all the 
above information and even if you 
have, has enough wide ranging 
discussions taken place to validate 
your proposals of where housing 
and employment land should be 
located?  You have thought a lot 
about this land use, that is obvious, 
but letters like the one from the 
chair of the soccer club on Mallorie 
Park Drive in last week's Gazette 
seems to throw a spanner in the 
works of a possible housing site 
and new road opportunity.  The 
MOD may or may not have told you 
exactly when they are going to 
dispose of their sites at the 
barracks nor how much they will let 
go so it seems, as you point out, it 
is difficult to plan anything for that 
"opportunity".  I do not know if 
HDC have given you any idea of 
what the government's targets are 



 

 

for our district and furthermore if 
they are going to satisfy these 
numbers disproportionately by 
increasing house building in 
Harrogate Town or by allowing the 
market towns to grow somewhat.  
The last week or so has seen the 
emergence of 2 large development 
proposals, Doublegates & West 
Lane, which are seeking to build 
600 houses between them.  These 
must obviously have a large 
bearing on your thinking and 
should carefully be considered in 
the necessary growth and 
economic sustainability of the city.  
Finally I would say that much of 
your narrative seems valid and 
sensible but I would like to know 
the answers to the questions I have 
posed before I agree that we have 
the right solutions to our housing 
problems. 
 
I am aware that the west Lane 
'trail' is for planning purposes 
reasons and is outside the city 
boundary and therefore not 
technically in your remit.  However 
it is of such a size that any benefits 
or otherwise that it would bring 



 

 

must be assessed as if it was within 
our boundary. 



 

 

15 I agree new housing is needed (the 
population is ever expanding) but I 
do hope it won't be too intensive 
and that it will be as green as 
possible.  Surely there should be 
some houses on the old auction 
mart site?  That area with the old 
Station Pub is an eyesore.   
 
Maybe some of the vacant 
commercial properties in the town 
could be made into houses. 
 
*Reference attached letter. 

Focus of proposal noted  

16 Cathedral Choir School - agree to 
re-develop current school buildings 
with very limited new housing, if 
any.  All current playing fields & 
green sites must remain as they 
are.  Residents use these areas all 
the time.   
 
Whitcliffe Lane is not built to 
accommodate more traffic from 
new homes - we must limit the 
number. 

CCS  noted  



 

 

17 Another strong section.  I would 
agree with all the proposals put 
forward.  I am not so certain about 
large scale developments (e.g top 
Whitcliffe Lane or Doublegates) 
without the provision of more 
schools, doctors, dentists etc. to 
support such a sudden population 
increase. 

Agree noted  

18 YES YES YES we need new houses, 
but as I have said - STARTER 
HOMES - just like Cowen's built in 
the 80s, otherwise how are young 
people like our sons supposed to 
get on the housing ladder? 

Starter homes noted  

19 If my memory serves me correctly a 
demographic survey of some 10 
years ago stated that Ripon needs 
population increase to 20,000 to be 
self-sustaining.  I welcome all your 
proposals of regeneration firstly on 
brownfield sites then greenfield as 
required.  Starter homes for the 
young in the city, then family 
homes further out. 

brownfield noted  



 

 

20 Good to use brownfield sites in the 
city but for major housing 
development wait for MOD 
developments to see what 
becomes available. 
 
For aesthetic and practical reasons 
I would be sorry to see housing on 
the rugby fields - a very attractive 
area.  Distance to the army playing 
fields would be a deterrent to 
youngsters - who apparently are 
the ones needing more space. 

Brownfield/sport noted  

21 Good.  We have a 5 bed house and 
currently rent so more opportunity 
to purchase this type of modern, 
large housing & garden would be 
good. 

n/a   

22 OK. - Are you really serious about 
first time buyers - never enough is 
done. 

Starter homes noted  



 

 

23 Of course HBC will have a big say in 
this (including areas like Bishopton 
close to our development limit), 
but if we have very clear and 
feasible plans it will be difficult for 
HBC to alter them drastically.  Very 
good. 

Agree noted  

24 Skellbank - an obvious 
development area - been a 
shambles. 
 
Fabulous riverside development 
(Williamsons) 
 
Football/Rugby to military site? 

Sport/barracks/ Skellbank  noted  

25 Not bad but when the partners 
Ripon City Council rejects all 
planning applications this plan is 
doomed.  We need sensible local 
politicians who can deal with 
planning applications. 

n/a   

26 As well as new housing, 
development of existing premises 
should be encouraged especially in 
the city centre to increase life in 
the centre.  Affordable housing 
must be a priority. 

brownfield   



 

 

27 I wholly support the 
underdevelopment of the Auction 
Mart. 
 
The sympathetic development style 
must be implemented. 
 
The site on Skellbank lends itself to 
housing. 

Skellbank/ Auction mart    

28 Choir school - only a small 
development - extra traffic & 
school places a problem and of 
course drains!! 
 
Auction Mart - could this be 
parking or garden area? 
 
Could football & rugby fields go at 
top of Whitcliffe Lane instead of 
housing?  This would keep area 
green. 

CCS/Auction Mart/sport noted  

29 Only if you provide off road parking 
for each dwelling.  Existing homes 
are getting harder to sell as they 
don't have parking i.e terraced 
houses.  The fight to park your car 
near your home is getting 
dangerous. 

carparking noted  



 

 

30 New homes are fine - my daughter 
would like one as disabled 
blind/deaf.  Must be disabled 
friendly area and a garden ???? 

n/a noted  

31 Allocate the barracks site as 
housing!! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

32 Not sure that a road through rugby 
and football grounds would relieve 
traffic as bottleneck Somerset Row 
to High Skellgate remains.  
Preferably old buildings to be 
converted into dwellings. 

Connectivity/sport   

33 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

34 Obviously we will need affordable 
housing in Ripon over the next 
decade and beyond.  Recently infill 
has worked very well, but the 
opportunities for this are 
diminishing.  If the army houses are 
vacated with the withdrawal of 
troops at Deverell Barracks, surely 
it would be worth investigating the 
purchase of these from the MOD.  
At a relatively low cost they could 
be refurbished, as the utilities 
would be already there, so 
releasing housing needed for young 
families.  This would be a much 
cheaper option than building new 
houses on the land. 

Affordable/re use army housing   



 

 

35 The number of homes required 
over the next 15 years needs to be 
established before finite plans are 
formulated.  There are numerous 
small infill sites within the city as 
well as the 2 sites on Palace Road 
and the Choir School site.  these 
new sites would when augmented 
by the barracks site provide the 
housing needs for the planned 
increase in size of the city.  The 
proposals for the Mallorie Park 
Drive/Studley Road development 
on the existing football and rugby 
grounds are unnecessary.  These 
areas should provide the additional 
open spaces required by the 
government's Open Spaces Policy. 

Infill/ sport   

36 Broadly agree with the statements 
with one caveat - it is not clear 
where the 2 clubs could move to 
within the city on vacating the 
Mallorie Park area. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

37 New housing is essential both for 
the economy and the shortage of 
homes.  The 3 areas suggested do 
seem sensible.  I strongly 
disapprove of large estates such as 
the plans on West Lane.  They 
swamp existing local areas and do 
not help the character of the city. 

n/a   

38 We do need houses, but they have 
to be affordable for young people 
with families.  We always seem to 
end up with the most expensive 
properties.  Perhaps the council 
should provide housing to rent. 

affordable   

39 I support your proposals.  We need 
to use the areas of land that spoil 
our city rather than building on 
open spaces. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

40 I feel personally we are losing the 
old feel of Ripon which is part of its 
charm and why visitors come.  
Housing is going on all spare pieces 
of land, however small.  We need 
to think of people already living 
here. 

No change   



 

 

41 Use brownfield sites where 
possible & avoid large scale 
developments. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

42 Fine in moderation. N/A Comment noted N/A 

43 When you give priority to social 
housing and put a tax or 
???????????? RGS school. 

n/a   

44 Yes I agree we need more houses 
but what about the extra services 
which have to be provided. 

services   

45 Agree with the proposals.  Would 
strongly disagree if any plans were 
put forward to build on greenfield 
sites/sports fields - such as the 
West Lane proposal by Gladman. 

brownfield   

46 Agree that the city centre infill sites 
should be investigated for housing. 
 
The statement that the rugby club 
is looking to relocate is UNTRUE! 

infill   



 

 

47 Where new housing is agreed near 
the city centre, it should not be less 
than 3 storeys.  Preferably higher if 
this fits in as this space is so 
desirable but has little area 
available. 

n/a   

48 Again as land is limited for building 
whether the military leave or stay 
i.e. possible TA centre.  Acquisition 
of MOD land would probably be 
unlikely (great if possible) so your 
existing proposals are possibly the 
best options. 

Agree   

49 Building needs to take place in 
brownfield and not on 
undeveloped field. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

50 Good - small developments using  
brown field sites. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

51 Obviously there is very limited 
scope for new housing in/around 
the city centre but any space 
available should be used for 
housing. 
 
The current football/rugby grounds 
could be partially used for housing, 
but not ALL of it.  Some open space 
should be retained for general 
recreation. 
 
A cycle path - Yes. 
 
Could the army camp be used by 
the sports clubs? Relocated there? 
 
Too much housing can easily ruin 
an environment and must nit be 
allowed. 
 
The old garage area on Somerset 
Row/Mallorie Park is a disgrace.  
(Ripe for housing). 

Skellbank/barracks/sport   

52 Where are you put new housing in 
Ripon for the Polish to live here. 

n/a   

53 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

54 I fully support the proposals we 
need new life blood in the city, 
excellent use of Claro as the army 
withdraw. 

barracks   

55 Ripon can only support limited 
extra housing without major 
improvement to infrastructure. 
 
The plan looks to balance new 
homes within current constraints. 

agree   

56 Do we really need so many new 
homes?  Many houses are empty 
and I understand that shortly the 
"forces" houses will become 
vacant. 
 
The route into Ripon past Kwik-Fit 
is narrow and appallingly congested 
especially at school times. 
 
Cannot Borrage Lane again be 
utilised? 

Connectivity/ Borrage Lane noted  



 

 

57 I like the concept of urban villages 
with their own individuality, but I 
accept that any additional 
development lies outside our 
control.  Have alternative proposals 
for the military site been 
discussed?  A hospital and easy-
care homes for older people.  A 
new leisure centre with swimming 
pool. 

Agree urban villages noted  

58 More housing on the army site 
rather than on West Lane. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

59 No mention of sizes.  We seem to 
require affordable 3 bedroom 
properties with play access. 

Size noted   

60 New development should be within 
existing boundary line only. 
 
Do not agree with sports clubs 
'need' to relocate. 
 
Watch out for NPPF and schemes 
such as Gladman. 
 
"Low cost and affordable" schemes 
are hampering many small 
development sites. 

Sport   



 

 

61 Much needed especially for the 
younger couples who are finding it 
very difficult to get a foot on the 
housing ladder.  Affordable please!!  
Not 3, 4, 5 bedroom luxury. 

affordable   

62 I agree if its possible. N/A Comment noted N/A 

63 Rather weak when set alongside 
the new estates around 
Boroughbridge.  The world is 
moving on regardless of Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

64 Very bold and will no doubt end up 
being somewhat contentious.  
Particularly with the volume of 
proposed new houses.  Phasing 
would be essential. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

65 Fair. N/A Comment noted N/A 

66 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

67 In general good.  Cathedral Choir 
School site would be OK but should 
not be over intensive.  The open 
space would be maintained. 
 
The Water Skellgate site IS over 
intensive and could cause problems 
with parking etc.  The council 
should be careful to insist on 
parking provision in any new 
development and not allow over 
intensiveness.  We also need 
sympathetic developments to 
enhance Ripon's charm. 

CCS noted  

68 * Inadequate.  Ripon NEEDS 
housing. 
 
The Claro & Deverell Barracks sites 
are ideal, with proper public 
transport connections. 

barracks noted  



 

 

69 As we know housing demands are 
critical and although I understand 
and accept affordable houses are 
needed - they must not be allowed 
to be bought to rent out.  Also I 
think Ripon needs some small very 
desirable housing developments 
like Grove House/Kebbell.  Large 
executive houses should hopefully 
bring in families with spare capital 
to spend in shops & restaurants 
etc. in Ripon.  Boroughbridge does 
very well with this. 

Affordable   

70 Generally supportive.  Again the 
key for any significant housing 
increase is the barracks. 

 Agree Comment noted N/A 

71 The canal basin housing is great 
and encourages the surrounding 
businesses - 'The Forge'.  Love the 
new with the old for modern 
design just needs it 
environmentally friendly too.  Glad 
you're not building on flood plains. 

n/a   



 

 

72 The Auction Mart site is an eyesore 
and SHOULD be developed. 
 
Not enough consideration given to 
the impact of the move away from 
the army base on land and housing 
availability.  We need to work with 
the MOD on a plan for land and 
housing no longer required by the 
army - more information needed 
and plans to be shared. 

Auction mart/barracks   

73 Got to drop the current 'nimby' 
approach. 
 
More housing would bring value to 
the city as a whole but we need to 
keep in mind more employment.  
Bringing people into the city to 
work or at least the Ripon area. 
 
Current planning regulations would 
take care of schooling & health 
issues.  With greater employment 
and population we have more 
chance of keeping & improving 
facilities. 

Focus of proposal   



 

 

74 Lets have housing but first we need 
more school places, five year olds 
being bussed out to village schools 
is not ideal.  Wider roads and 
pollution cut down in the centre. 

n/a   

75 Good - get the developers to get on 
with the job, especially the 
eyesores like the old library site & 
the building next to it in Water 
Skellgate and the one in Skellbank 
(picture 4 on pg 13). 
 
I am not sure about building houses 
on the rugby, football & cricket 
pitches.  (You don't mention the 
cricket pitch but its all one field 
with the rugby pitch).  This would 
reduce the open space near the ? 
centre.  (see Q4) 

brownfield/sport   

76 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

77 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

78 We need to encourage new 
businesses to locate in Ripon to 
sustain new housing growth. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

79 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

80 Interesting. I welcome the 
reminder of the need for affordable 
housing. Perhaps HBC could follow 
up the Manchester scheme for 
funding public housing stock 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Choir school - any new housing 
should not affect the playing fields 
& open areas between it and river. 
 
I support use of rugby/football club 
grounds provided they can relocate 
to a BETTER area (military 
ground?). 

CCS/sport   

82 Basically sound, there are infill sites 
such as the choir school and 
Harrogate Road (opposite Lead 
Lane) which have been allocated 
but not developed.  The site off 
West Lane should be strenuously 
resisted - it is not the right place. 

brownfield   



 

 

83 Approve proposal of housing within 
10 minutes walking distance.  Plans 
for housing, new retail and public 
buildings should be built so they 
are accessible. 
 
Developers should be made to put 
in drop kerbs etc. 
 
Future housing developments 
should ensure that the 
infrastructure is in place or created.  
We would prefer small 
developments. 

brownfield/infrastructure   

84 Reasonable.  If large scale the 
developers should contribute to 
the cost of reinstating the railway 
as is happening in Tavistock.  See 
below. 

agree   

85 A bit vague.  What is the demand 
for houses in the city?  House 
prices seem to be high, but wages 
are low.  Is there sufficient 
affordable housing for our young 
people to get on the ladder?  We 
need to encourage them to live and 
work here. 

affordable   



 

 

86 * No more new housing until all 
vacant ones are filled. 
 
Leave Spa Gardens & Park as they 
are. 

n/a   

87 Agree about right, no green spaces 
to be used.  Brown field sites only. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

88 Difficult to see any real proposals 
here. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

89 See Q10. N/A Comment noted N/A 

90 Some areas are OK but others I'm 
not sure that the green areas 
would be affected. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

91 Unfortunately new housing 
provision is 'developer' driven so I 
understand the limitations imposed 
on RCP committee. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

92 We have no decent infrastructure 
to take care of the amount of new 
housing proposed especially in the 
Whitcliffe Road area.  Our schools 
are full.  Ripon has no decent 
policing, hospital, shops, doctors 
are at their limit and few jobs.  Plus 
the roads are already jammed. 

infrastructure   

93 Consideration needs to be taken 
for existing properties.  I would not 
be happy for Red Bank Drive to be 
opened up. 

No change   

94 New homes on Palace Road, 
Cathedral Choir School (yes).  NOT 
at Army Camp or Mallorie Park if 
football and rugby relocate. 

CCS   

95 A good idea but not town houses! N/A Comment noted N/A 

96 I agree with them.  Lets use the 
derelict, under used sites first. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

97 Claro and Deverell must be 
developed for business/houses.  
Having stayed in Deverell, it would 
suit small business, Claro would 
provide housing, sport and 
business opportunities. 

Barracks  Comment noted N/A 

98 The Skellbank Garage should have 
been knocked down years ago.  
Housing is a great possibility for 
this area. 

Skellbank Comment noted N/A 

99 All depends on the removal of the 
army. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

100 New homes on the military estate 
are very welcome but you must 
have the other important services 
i.e. doctors, dentists, schools etc. to 
take the people and roads for 
traffic. 

Barracks  Comment noted N/A 

101 I like the way new houses are being 
squeezed in, but remember cars 
need space too. 
 
Clotherholme should give a lot of 
housing space when the army 
move. 

brownfield/barracks   



 

 

102 There is a need for additional 
housing of all types and sizes in 
Ripon for both existing families and 
ones wishing to relocate to the 
area.  The sites proposed are a start 
but further sites will be needed.  
Especially if the closure of the 
barracks is delayed or put on hold 
by central government/MOD.  
Additional people will bring 
economic benefits - see Q10 
below*. 

barracks   

103 Areas need designating between 
housing and commercial.  A mix 
does not suit everybody i.e. the 
warehouse in the canal basin. 

Focus of proposal   

104 On the right lines.  Big housing 
estates don't fit Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

105 Enthusiastic about housing on the 
military estate and football and 
rugby pitches. I think Bondgate 
Green would be more 
appropriately developed for 
tourism.  Definitely do not build on 
Auction Mart site.  I'd be happy to 
see nature take over.  Alternatively 
it would be a great site for a tented 
theatre (a la Asylum, Knee High 
Theatre).  A used big top tent costs 
about £30k and the site could be 
made into attractive gardens.  
Station Pub could be a booking 
office/restaurant/café/green room. 

Barracks/sport/auction mart   

106 OK.  Not sure of the mix Ripon 
requires - 1/2 bedroom 
houses/flats rather than 4 bedroom 
mansions appears to be the 
requirement.  Developers would 
disagree vocally.  There is very little 
profit in 1/2 bedroom properties. 

Flats not mansions   

107 The housing probably needs to be 
one of your priorities.  There again, 
more residents, more jobs 
required? 

n/a   



 

 

108 Excellent.  I suppose it has to 
happen, but good not to make 
estates too big and housing 
attractive. - not to detract from the 
character of Ripon. 

agree Comment noted N/A 

109 See Q2 answer.  We need the 
infrastructure to cope with extra 
people = 
transport/schools/clinics/shops/pla
y areas. 

infrastructure Comment noted N/A 

110 Ripon is not alone in its need for 
housing.  We need some affordable 
housing, so that young people can 
stay in the city. 

affordable Comment noted N/A 

111 Use of brown field and derelict city 
centre sites should be encouraged.  
Water Skellgate, old library etc. 
Bondgate Green - next to Water 
Rat.  Ash Grove. 
 
Football club relocate to former 
auction mart, rugby club take 
former football pitch!!! 

Brownfield/sport   

112 Very good. agree Comment noted N/A 



 

 

113 Keep off the West Lane 
development.  Use the existing 
rugby and cricket clubs land and 
relocate them to the army camp. 

Barracks/sport   

114 New housing must be high on the 
agenda to benefit the growth of 
the town. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

115 No housing development on rugby 
club or football club.  This sporting 
oasis is sacrosanct!  Not even ONE 
house.  We have sufficient housing 
in Ripon to support what limited 
amount Ripon as a city can offer.  
OK build a LIMITED number of 
houses in the gaps that are 
outlined - no building on green belt 
land. 
 
Cathedral Choir School (existing 
distinctive building) should now be 
converted to tasteful apartments. 
 
No affordable housing required 
here - as standards need to be 
preserved. 

No change   

116 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

117 1. More people c an add vitality 
and augment local trade (compare 
Boroughbridge). 
 
2. But see Q4: preserve this allure.  
Use "brown" sites.  Do not ruin 
West Lane and beyond: area is 
being managed for improved 
country access and is outstandingly 
beautiful. 

brownfield   

118 Red House: current proposals being 
checked.  Must not be allowed to 
loom. 
 
Why not auction mart? (gypsum?) 
needs something - "wilderness 
park"?  (space between Rotary 
Way/Ailcey Road also.) 

Aution mart   

119 OK up to a point as long as 
infrastructure is in place to cope. 

infrastructure Comment noted N/A 



 

 

120 - choir school site needs to be 
progressed with urgency as 
becoming derelict! 
 
- what about the proposals for 
development of land off West 
Lane?  This is not included and 
seems too large for the position - 
should be reviewed! 

CCS   

121 Consideration needs to be given to 
facilities around these houses such 
as parking.  They are so de-valued if 
poorly thought about. 

n/a   

122 I oppose the development at sports 
pitches for housing. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

123 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

124 New housing means more cars, 
added parking required.  More 
people require stretched medical 
services. 

Carparking   



 

 

125 You rightly say that the Cathedral 
Choir School site is not 
straightforward.  The map ensures 
that the playing fields are not built 
on.  If they were to be used for 
housing, it would undermine the 
"Special Landscape Area" of Hell 
Wath.  (HBC will probably think 
that you have not shown a 
sufficient amount of land for 
building - this is the problem for us 
all). 

CCS   

126 Should always be a mix of 
affordable homes and higher priced 
homes. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

127 Tis a good idea, of building some 
more houses. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

128 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

129 I would support a motion by Mr R 
Weeks to temporary relocate our 
existing sports facilities from 
Mallory Park, Studley Road to West 
lane, making the latter the new 
regeneration area, keeping new 
build tight to the city centre. All of 
which would be subject to existing 
schooling, medical and 
infrastructure supporting. 

Sport   

130 Would agree wholeheartedly: 
 
      Concern about the confusion 
regarding the Rugby Club & 
Football Club who have  
 
      both taken action to condemn 
the City Plan.  Would hope that 
‘bridges could be 
 
      re-built, to bring them both 
back onside. 
 
      We must include the current 
planned proposals of Whitcliffe 
Lane and outside the  
 
      By-Pass for housing provision. 

Agree/sport   



 

 

131 I accept that some increased 
housing needs to be provided, but 
in moderation. It would be a shame 
to ruin Ripon's small city charm 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

132 I don't like the idea of the Windfall 
housing circle, unless they are flats 
above shops or something.  Don't 
all houses need off-road parking 
provision? It seems like a waste of 
space to have private parking in the 
centre of town.  I live just outside 
this circle and I'd like to walk to 
shops or amenities inside that 
circle, not past people's houses.  
The houses that are currently being 
built on Skellgate - I would hate to 
have to move my car out of the 
driveway or cross that road on foot 
as it is a busy road and there is a 
restricted view even if you walk to 
the corner at the bottom of Duck 
Hull. 
 
There is plenty of space for housing 
at the Barracks - It is further from 
the town centre and perhaps too 
far to walk with shopping bags but 
Ripon already has the 
infrastructure to support people 
living here.  It would delay any 
need to build on the fields between 
Palace Road and Kirkby Road.   
 
I'm okay with the idea of houses 
where the rugby/football pitches 
are.  There is still the cricket pitch 

Disagree infill/ barracks/ sport   



 

 

to provide a green space.  A new 
road for these houses all the way 
through to Mallorie Park Drive 
could extend to Clotherholme Road 
and remove the need for the mini 
roundabout where Clotherholme 
Road meets Park Street. 



 

 

133 Sensible. But the emphasis should 
be on small, more affordable 
housing. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

134 I strongly OBJECT to building on the 
rugby and football pitches - these 
open spaces are so valuable they 
should not be sacrificed to short 
term housing needs. Housing 
should be provided at the barracks. 
If the football and rugby club want 
to go elsewhere then fine but re-
providing pitches out of town will 
not help the city's youngsters. A 
new road built across this area will 
not help the management of traffic 
within the city - have you modelled 
this? on what evidence have you 
based your assumptions? 
Whereabouts 'within the city' are 
you going to find rugby and football 
pitches larger than the existing 
ones?????? you need to be 
unlocking the existing undeveloped 
brownfield sites  like the former 
garage on skellbank and the 
auction mart site - bid for LEP 
money if needed. You do not say 
why you think the auction mart is 
'better left largely undeveloped'. 

Sport/ skellbank/auction mart   



 

 

135 The plan itself reveals a certain 
amount of resistance to housing. 
Like it or not some areas such as 
the choir school grounds should be 
developed sooner rather than later. 
Ripon will not enjoy some facilities 
whilst it has not reached the critical 
mass to have such facilities. Using 
areas that are available should be 
encouraged. As to the auction mart 
- it should be developed in some 
way quickly to stop it festering in 
decrepit dereliction for much 
longer - however, another hotel (as 
has been suggested) would, I think, 
not be of sufficient scale to be 
viable. I would only agree to 
development of Ripon Rugby Club 
and Ripon Football Club if it is done 
in partnership with them and 
alternative grounds are sourced, 
with the assistance of the city, for 
relocation. 

CCS/auction mart/sport   

136 Housing proposals should 
concentrate on Brown Sites within 
the city centre areas. 

brownfield Comment noted N/A 



 

 

137 Agree it should be kept within the 
city using first floors, derelict sites 
as much as possible. 

brownfield Comment noted N/A 

138 Building on the military estate 
Kirkby Road side would have a 
devastating effect on traffic unless 
fewer High end market houses are 
built attracting families who wish 
to send their children to RGS.  
 
Cycling safety  in Ripon is appalling 
and needs addressing as a priority. 
Developing cycle paths is crucial. 

Barracks/connectivity   

139 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

140 New houses should be restricted to 
brown field sites - if the 
Rugby/Football clubs move the 
area should not be built on 

brownfield   

141 Excellent before more green land 
taken for housing this is the 
approach I like. The old Choir 
School should be used for housing 

brownfield   



 

 

142 Sensible sites have been identified 
in Red House, Palace Road, and the 
Choir School.  To put housing on 
the Rugby and Football grounds will 
be a big loss of green space so this 
should be a small select 
development with open space 
retained between Mallorie Park 
and Pateley Bridge Road.  The Army 
site is ripe for housing but the land 
between Palace Raod and Kirkby 
Road should not be developed nor 
should the land behind 
Doublegates. 

Barracks/sport   



 

 

143 The difficulty with increased 
housing which we need is the road 
structure.  
 
A western bypass would solve this.  
 
I think we only need one large 
housing development and the rest 
of our housing needs should be 
met by small pockets of 
development. This would give our 
local building firms a chance to 
compete. I also think HBC should 
prepare a report on its housing 
stock in Ripon and seek to 
redevelop those houses that are in 
need of updating. Ripon's 
population needs to increase to 
20,000+ but we need housing 
across the range from affordable to 
luxury. 

Infrastructure/    

144 Good  -  but access and road 
improvements must be given 
appropriate  consideration . A link 
road  through the present Rugby 
Club grounds is essential but the 
junction at Somerset Row / Water 
Skellgate will need major 
improvement unless a new road is 
constructed to Borrage Bridge . 

infrastructure   



 

 

145 Good ideas but events have 
overtaken the Plan with the 
announcement of several new 
developments - which need to be 
constrained if they are not to place 
too great a pressure on 
infrastructure. 

infrastructure   

146 Cathedral School site for housing if 
tied in with the use of the current 
playing fields for local clubs would 
be ideal.  Its “impact on the local 
landscape” would be minimal 
because the area is generally 
surrounded by trees that should be 
left in place. Solution:  Move the 
football and rugby clubs to this site, 
build some houses there to pay for 
the development and use their 
present location for affordable 
housing. 

CCS/affordable   

147 What percentage of new building 
will be afforable housing.  Lets now 
forget the younger people who 
cannot afford huge house prices. 

affordable   



 

 

 Wait until Harrogate outline the 
direction for the number of new 
houses and how we can support 
the community infrastructure 
needed for new housing. Also, wait 
until the announcement of whether 
the army camp is to be made 
available for development. It may 
not be available. 

Barracks/affordable   

 See also points for dwellings in the 
existing empty fabric mentioned in 
Question 6 response. 

   

 Agree with the identified sights for 
the provision of new homes. Ripon 
auction mart site is unsightly and 
does not present Ripon in a good 
light to people arriving from the 
North. There does not appear to be 
any vision for this. 
 
Re siting the sports clubs is a good 
idea and could be developed in a 
similar style to Ben Rhydding sports 
facilities outside Ilkley, where a 
range of sports share one excellent 
facility. This would again attract 
people to the city. 

Auction mart/sport   



 

 

 Sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 

 Clearly, housing is extremely 
important, especially adequate 
provision of 'affordables'. Quite 
evidently, However, all and any 
developments within the city must 
be sustainable and I believe there is 
a debate to be had concerning 
some inadequacies in 
infrastructure at higher level 
(County/National Govt).  However, 
I am very much in favour of 
'sustainable' housing development 
and realise that we need to be 
pragmatic in our approach to such 
developments.  Simply saying no is 
not an option. 

Affordable/infrastructure   



 

 

 This is a bit weak and woolly.  
Whilst we do not have up to date 
guidance from HBC on how much 
housing we should be seeking we 
do have guidance from the 
inspector who turned their 
inadequate plan as to who much 
housing the district should be 
providing. It is not difficult to 
extrapolate Ripon's share of this 
target and I really think that some 
numerical analytical work should 
be done here. 
 
Red House and Choir school sites I 
agree. 
 
Auction mart site.  Something is far 
better than nothing but the 
intensive pan originally put for 
ward should not be resurrected. 
 
The football and Rugby club 
proposal is imaginative and 
sensible. 
 
Not saying anything about the 
Palace Road Kirkby Road site is an 
weak opt out given that you say 
developers are interested in it. 
Because HBC's Local Plan is dead in 
the water it is not enough  say what 

Agree/sport   



 

 

you do in you final sentence on 
page 13. 



 

 

 Reasonable N/A Comment noted N/A 

 I agree with the proposals N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for connecting Ripon? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 



 

 

1 As a daily commuter to Harrogate it 
is disapointing to see that the 
reinstatement of the railway has 
been noted but passed off as an 
action for the industry.  I feel that 
the City needs to speak or why 
should anyone look at it?  Has a 
review and report been carried 
out?  Have the residents of the City 
been offered the voice? 
I've had to revert from the bus to 
the car as the no.36 bus is just not 
good enough for commuting. There 
are only a couple of buses that run 
in rush hour and these are 
predominantly used as a school 
bus.  The nose to tail queue of cars 
into Harrogate only reinforces this. 
Commuting beyond Harrogate is 
only possible by car as a bus 
journey turns into a 2hr slog.  You 
can get to London by train in the 
same time. 
Within Ripon, any mass 
housebuilder delivering new 
estates on the edge of the city 
should foot the bill for a city bus 
service. 

Railway/bus service   



 

 

2 In terms of connecting the city,  the 
A1 and A61 provide good links and 
the regular buses to and from 
Harrogate are worthy of note.  We 
applaud any efforts to bring back 
into use or find an alternative use 
for the former railway line 
connecting the city with Thirsk and 
Harrogate.   Whilst not knowing 
what land has been safeguarded, 
our experience of other areas is 
that former railway lines can make 
excellent cycle ways encouraging 
locals and visitors alike to get out 
and about in relative safety.     In 
some instances we have seen cycle 
businesses flourish on such routes. 

cycleways   



 

 

3 Thinking about the existing 
development on both Kirkby Road 
and Mallorie Park Drive, it isn't 
immediately obvious how a road 
might be created or "threaded 
through" at realistic cost and 
without considerable impact 
(including statutory cost 
implications). Also whilst 
north/south traffic is catered for, is 
it clear as to what the level is (and 
O&D) of east west traffic? That 
said, if the barracks are to close 
and possibly be developed for a 
variety of uses, could a link to the 
west be created, as part of such 
development. Some aspects of any 
development (and I am thinking 
residential) could possibly 
"contribute" to the cost.  
 
I note the comments about 
reinstatement of the railway, 
however in real terms, how likely is 
this. I understand that the old track 
bed has been sold off in a number 
of  areas and topographical 
features changed (cuttings filled, 
bridges and abutments removed). 
Surely a much simpler approach 
would be to look at effective links 
to existing stations, such as 

Traffic links   



 

 

Harrogate and Thirsk. Yes many 
commuters and travellers, 
including those who live on the 
fringes of Ripon (have to) start their 
journey by private car and yes 
there is also a good bus link to 
Harrogate that they can then use. 
The "from" Harrogate bit is a little 
more challenging, especially later in 
the evening. Whilst some trains 
from York to Harrogate link both 
with main line services (East 
Coast/Grand Central) and then the 
bus service in the direction of 
Ripon, the same isn't true about 
trains from Leeds. Take for example 
the weekday 21:29 from Leeds, it 
arrives in Harrogate (if exactly on 
time) just as the Ripon bus departs. 
If the connection isn't made, then it 
means either an hour wait, or a £25 
taxi ride; getting the 22:38 from 
Leeds is therefore not on, as there 
is no bus link, the bus leaves at 
23:05 a full 11minutes before the 
train arrives. Neither the train 
operaters of the bus company 
seem keen to adjust their times 
and make links for the good of the 
travelling public. The Thirsk link 
doesn't really happen and certainly 
not in the evening. There is a good 



 

 

Grand Central service from London 
(19:15) which arrives at Thirsk at 
21:40. If the traveller hasn't parked 
at Thirsk station (not always easy as 
it fills early morning, so later 
travellers have a problem parking) 
again it is a £25 taxi ride to Ripon. 
Some form of cooperation should 
be sought, as well as some form of 
subsidised travel, both of which 
would cost a lot less than rail 
reinstatement, however nice it 
would be to arrive by train in 
Ripon! 



 

 

4 Develop the old railway line for a 
walk way and cycle route to 
Harrogate (Ripley). How about 
boating on the race course lake. 

cycleways   

5 The "possible highways scheme" is 
a good idea if the army camp is 
developed. But it doesn't go far 
enough ! Instead of stopping at 
Studley Road, it should meet up 
with Hell Wath Lane near the race 
track, then vehicles can travel along 
West Lane and a new link road built 
to the roundabout to join the Ripon 
by-pass. This will reduce the 
number of vehicles at the Skellgate 
area / roads. 

Chatham Rd/ western route   

6 Ripon needs a railway ! - to connect 
to York, Harrogate and (ideally) 
Thirsk. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

7 Not impressed N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

8 I think the proposals about 
protecting paths. creating new 
ones and cycle ways is all very 
vague.  Very mush support the 
concept but what does it mean?  
Needs a map with no roads that 
illustrates what exactly is being 
proposed here in the way the 
traffic management scheme is 
described.  I feel much more should 
be made of the rivers/canals and 
the connectivity the offer. 

Cycleways/ blue paths   



 

 

9 I do not see the traffic problems 
that many of the contributors to 
your first questionnaire mention.  
Yes there are queues at school 
going and leaving times but car 
sharing, walking, buses could all 
take care of that.  If car drivers 
used the bypass and other roads 
wisely and as intended then a lot of 
traffic through the centre need not 
take place.  When comparing our 
road problems with other towns 
we do not come out too badly in 
my opinion.  I agree that for several 
reasons Low Skellgate could be 
improved and the solution to take a 
road round the west and north of it 
to Mallorie Park drive looks good.  
However with the proposed 
developments on the west side of 
the city I think that Mallorie Park 
Drive and Somerset Road will soon 
become a major pinch point itself.  
I agree with your comments about 
pathways and bridleways. 

Skellgate   



 

 

10 Would it help to incorporate Little 
Harry's Lane in the road system?  It 
would definitely be an 
improvement to open Chatham 
Road and the military highway and 
we definitely need cycle lanes on 
health grounds if nothing else.   
 
It would be amazing and a great 
asset to have a railway - it is a pity 
it is taking so long to reinstate it. 

Red Hills link/ Chatham RD   

11 Would support railway 
reinstatement - see this as a main 
priority & would help our economy. 
 
Support opening of military roads. 

Railway/Chatham Rd   

12 I would support all of these.  I 
would also add that reinstating 
local bus services (even with fares) 
would help to reduce traffic 
congestion.  Increasing the number 
of parking places (using derelict 
land) at different sides of the city 
would also stop people from 
crossing the city to park. 

Bus service/ Carparking   



 

 

13 Traffic would not be such a 
problem if we took away traffic 
lights!!!  Roundabouts at Somerset 
Row & North St/Coltsgate Hill.  Just 
look at Thirsk & Northallerton!!!  
 
Definitely keep informal footpaths. 

Remove traffic lights   

14 Highway schemes at Low Skellgate, 
military estate really good!  
Perhaps extending N/E across to 
Palace Road? 
 
How about the old chestnut 
Borrage Lane open one way out of 
town? 
 
Otherwise all proposals welcome. 

Skellgate/ Chatham Rd/Borrage 
Lane 

  

15 We approve suggestions for new 
roads to ease traffic problems in 
the centre of Ripon. 
 
Needs to be an alternative to 
Borrage Bridge. 

Agree   



 

 

16 excellent.  Please please bring back 
the railway!  Many people visiting 
us comment on the confusing road 
system - not sure if it can be 
simplified.  Maybe pedestrianise 
the market place? 

Pedestrianise   

17 ?Prospective railway station? N/A Comment noted N/A 

18 Possibly an even stronger policy for 
ensuring the survival of and 
expansion of cycle tracks and 
footpaths. 
 
Keeping large vehicles out of the 
central area (when not necessary 
to be there) is a top priority. 

Cycleways/HGVs out   

19 I do feel footpaths are often 
snickets, familiar to locals only!  We 
know our way behind pubs, by 
rivers, across fields, but only 
because we've walked them for 40 
years! 
 
Trying to visualise idea to improve 
Low Skellgate - but yes - certainly 
gets congested at peak times.  Yes I 
see it - I used to walk through. 

Footpaths/ Skellgate   



 

 

20 Here is where we should be looking 
at bus routes & brought out by 1st 
consultation - railway is a non-
starter due to costs. 

Bus service   

21 New cycle ways and footpath 
creation has to be welcomed. 
 
A link between the west and south 
of the city is needed but will be 
difficult.  Realistically a rail link to 
Harrogate is a luxury when we 
already have an excellent bus 
service. 

Cycleways   

22 The reinstatement of the railway 
would be a huge boost for the area 
and its economy. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

23 The proposed road between Low 
Skellgate & Somerset Row will 
cause congestion and may even be 
dangerous.  It would be more 
sensible to clear houses/shop at 
this junction. 
 
A footpath for pedestrians would 
be more useful & make it easier for 
children from Grammar/Outwood 
to cut their journey. 

Skellgate/footpath across pitches   



 

 

24 If those with limited mobility would 
stop parking in stupid places it 
would help. 
 
Should never have closed Borrage 
Lane then it would have been 
better.  Should never have let the 
army close the road through the 
site - you are now proposing 
opening it again!  As a cyclist - be 
careful adding cycle paths to new 
roads because they just end when 
they meet old roads. 

Borrage Lane open/Chatham Rd   

25 Rail links. 
 
Better footpaths - the canal path is 
a disgrace! 
 
Silly bumps for elderly and 
disabled. 
 
Bike path. 

n/a   

26 Multi storey car park behind 
Sainsbury's. 

carparking   

27 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

28 Only if infrastructure is improved at 
same time as house building, as we 
need more houses for our economy 
to grow. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

29 Traffic forced into the city centre is 
a problem but putting more 
vehicles on the roads between 
Kirkby Road and Mallorie Park 
Drive would solve little.  There is a 
wide road between the barracks 
and Kirkby Road which used to be 
open and could take traffic from 
the schools away from the city 
centre.  Another road linking Kirkby 
Road and Palace Road would be 
more use, taking traffic around the 
city.  How would parking on Black 
Swan yard help - it would put more 
traffic on an already congested 
road. 

Chatham Rd/Red Hills link   



 

 

30 Large vehicles should be excluded 
from the central area, thus 
ensuring greater safety for 
pedestrians.  A road linking Studley 
Road and Mallorie Park Drive will 
not help this requirement, giving 
rise to circular movement of traffic 
within the centre rather than 
moving traffic onto the main routes 
into/out of the city.  Parking spaces 
located outside the city centre are 
required (the auction mart site ?) 

HGVs out/carparking/    

31 Dealing with the Low Skellgate 
problem is essential and would 
provide a range of improvements. 

Skellgate   

32 This is basic to Ripon's problems.  
Queuing traffic in Low Skellgate is 
constant. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

33 Good idea. N/A Comment noted N/A 

34 I support your proposals. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

35 Agree with re-opening the railway 
station as now the lack of jobs in 
Ripon, residents commute a lot.  
Surfaces of roads need looking at 
first and no road should be closed 
to public i.e. Borrage Lane.  We all 
pay council and road tax. 

Railway/Borrage Lane   

36 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 ? N/A Comment noted N/A 

38 The train is OK but the first glorified 
sell off of land to the town allowed 
idiots to build across the site e.g 
Littlethorpe. 

railway   

39 Although we are car drivers, we 
feel the emphasis should be on 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Ideally local buses brought back for 
those without cars. 
 
Agree that Low Skellgate needs 
looking at urgently, in a lot of 
places the pavements are too 
narrow! 

Cycleways/Skellgate   

40 Yes I agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

41 We should forget the railway - it 
will never happen. 
 
A W town centre relief road is 
necessary. 
 
Cycling & pedestrian routes should 
be strengthened. 

Cycleways/footpaths   

42 The re-instatement of the railway 
seems paramount from an 
environmental and amenity view.  
The nose to tail queue of cars from 
Harrogate to Ripon and vice versa 
in the rush hours with 
environmental damage from 
exhausts should be terminated.  I 
remember travelling on this railway 
during the war! 

Railway   

43 Yes, Low Skellgate needs traffic 
improvement along with improving 
the flow of traffic along North 
Street towards the Clock Tower, 
especially at peak times of the day 
to ease traffic backing up through 
way back to the market place and 
beyond all the time. 

Skellgate/ traffic flow   



 

 

44 Opening army roads is a good idea 
but I'm not sure that it will help.  
Widening Bishopton Lane will 
probably help more. 

Chatham Rd   

45 This is a major issue as Ripon is a 
difficult city to reach. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

46 Footpaths and cycle paths are VERY 
important for recreation for all 
people. and should be 
extended/enhanced where 
possible. 

Footpaths/cycleways   

47 Get out of Harrogate. 
 
Ripon is a dead city. 
 
Ripon is a dirty city. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

48 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

49 I support the proposals.  It is a good 
idea to guide those round the city 
who are only passing through, but 
there should still be 
encouragement to visit the city for 
those who can and better and 
cheaper/free parking  would help. 

Agree/carparking   



 

 

50 The proposals are welcome but a 
lot hangs on the army camp and 
road bottlenecks that will appear 
on the north entrance to the city, 
Marshall Way, A61 junction and 
Clock Tower. 

n/a   

51 Very acceptable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

52 Rights of way for public footpaths 
need to be looked at, including 
Kirkby Road allotments through to 
the Grammar School.  Can the 
route of the 36 bus be changed?  
Cycling should be encouraged and 
provision on any new or revamped 
roads made, but cyclists should be 
deterred from riding on pavements 
or the wrong way on one way 
streets.  Wider pavements if 
possible for mobility scooters. 

Footpaths/ 36 route/ cycleways   

53 Yes - re-open road through army 
site from Kirkby Road down to 
Galphay Road. 
 
More designated cycle tracks, also 
for walkers. 

Chatham Rd/ cycleways   



 

 

54 No opinion at this stage.  What will 
the nimbys say? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

55 Public transport will not succeed 
while prohibitively expensive and 
unconnected with other services. 
 
Railway station good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

56 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

57 Agree    

58 I note the proposal of a new link to 
replace the Low Skellgate route.  
More to the point might be partial 
demolition of the properties along 
Low Skellgate. 

Skellgate   

59 Agree completely.  Volume of 
traffic at present is far too much for 
the size and layout of the city 
centre.  This will no doubt prove to 
be quite challenging but not 
insurmountable. 

Agree   



 

 

60 Not a chance of success. 
 
No mention of buses - railway is a 
dream. 

n/a   

61 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

62 Some are good BUT you need to 
keep traffic  away from the city 
centre.  Opening the military roads 
will not do that as they are on the 
outskirts e of Ripon.  Kirkby Road, 
Mallorie Park Drive and 
Clotherholme Road are the only 
exits to that area.  None of them 
are free of parked cars and some 
one-way system would have to be 
introduced.  All of them will access 
the military estate at Bishopton 
Lane or Lark Lane and those areas 
would become even more 
congested.  Liaise with NYCC for a 
one-way system. 

Focus of proposal   



 

 

63 * Inadequate. 
 
a. I like the railway station idea 
linked by a footbridges and car 
parks to Sharow as well as Ripon 
city centre. 
 
b. There should be disabled access 
from Mallorie Park into Spa 
Gardens up a ramp constructed to 
the west of the steps there already 
or using land for access to Spa 
Hotel from Mallorie Court. 
 
c. More cycle ways & footpaths 
please. 

Disbaled access   

64 Some good ideas.  North 
Road/Clock Tower/Palace Road 
also struggle with LWV traffic.  
Opening the roads at camp is a 
good idea - back to how it used to 
be. 
 
The railway would be AMAZING - 
but will it really ever be a reality?! 

Chatham rd   



 

 

65 Key is after development at the 
barracks.  Relief roads will be 
required to prevent gridlock in the 
centre.  Greater redirection of 
traffic away from Market Square 
centre is required.  FORCE cars 
along Marshall Way for example.  
Improve the environment in 
Market Place for people. 

Barracks/pedestrianise   

66 Love connecting Kirkby Road to 
Studley Road - should have been 
done years ago. 
 
Bring the railway back, ease the 
commute to Harrogate/Thirsk. 

New rd   

67 The railway industry will not lead 
the railway returning to Ripon (I 
spent a number of years as a train 
company director) - you need to 
take charge, lead, lobby and 
influence if you are serious about 
it.  Weak approach! 

Railway   



 

 

68 Railway - long-term would answer 
so many issues.  Our population is 
ageing so fitness is an issue to be 
faced.  Cycling & walking must be 
made easier.  Better local bus 
service could be underwritten with 
new builds. 

Railway/cycleways/bus service   

69 I regularly walk into Ripon, but not 
use Lower Skellgate/Duck Hill 
where air pollution is above legal 
limits.  How have you allowed this?  
Why build a new road when 
Borrage Lane would have alleviated 
this and in the future removing 
traffic to Fountains!  This road is 
maintained by rate payers, it 
should be open. 

Borrage Lane   

70 Good - see Q5. 
 
Like the idea, as a cyclist, of paths 
for cyclists. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

71 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

72 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

73 Rail link a must. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

74 If you mean railway - yes but long 
way out of city from this plan - 
increases transport? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

75 Necessary N/A Comment noted N/A 

76 The re-opening of Borrage Lane 
isn't mentioned - a huge problem 
was created by its closure to traffic. 
 
I agree that the sir quality in lower 
Skellgate concerns me. 
 
I agree that footpaths should be 
protected. 

Borrage Lane/Skellgate/footpaths   

77 A 21st century road system on a 
medieval layout is not sustainable.  
But could a limited 'park and ride' 
work? 

n/a   



 

 

78 This promoted quite a discussion 
particularly around mixed road 
use/pedestrian use.  Everyone was 
unsure how this could work.  
Everyone could see that not having 
raised kerb edged pavements 
would be helpful. 
 
Bus services - local services should 
be improved and use accessible 
buses.    
 
In favour of station. 
 
In favour of new roads. 

Remove kerbs/bus service   

79 Road proposals OK.  As to railway 
West Devon Council and 
Devonshire County Council have 
persuaded developers to 
contribute and have made planning 
conditions to reconnect Tavistock 
with Plymouth - cost £33m.  Do 
same for Ripon & Harrogate. 

Railway   

80 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Cycle paths. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

82 I would like to see a rail link 
proposal. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

83 Again very vague. N/A Comment noted N/A 

84 Sounds sensible. N/A Comment noted N/A 

85 This would be good to bring in new 
tourism and less traffic around 
town. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 Reasonable, but there needs to be 
more on creating dedicated cycle 
routes.  Particularly there should be 
a cycle route from south side of 
Ripon to the secondary schools. 

cycleways   

87 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

88 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

89 Skellgate, Somerset Row needs 
work as this is always a bottleneck. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

90 As I am deaf and partially sighted - 
registered blind, I would like better 
footpaths.  Canal area - bad 
footpaths - very bumpy!! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

91 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

92 Good - open the military road and 
improve the routes to this area. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

93 Every effort should be put into the 
possibility of a Ripon railway. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

94 Sad that the only vague suggestions 
are for improving a few footpaths.  
What happened to Mr MacIntosh's 
well thought out proposal for 
reducing traffic flow in the 
Skellgate area? 
 
If the councillors are interested in 
connecting Ripon, could they 
consider the railway connecting us 
to the outside world. 

Railway/footpaths   

95 Agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

96 I would support the re-instating of 
the railway, but I reckon that is a 
'pipe dream'. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

97 Most of the transport issues are 
outside the city council's control 
i.e. with NYCC, Network Rail, but 
the proposals are good and 
positive. 
 
Consideration needs to be given to 
a light rail/tram or monorail system 
as an alternative to the current rail 
system.  This could have 3 benefits: 
 
1. It does not have to follow the 
previous route 
 
2. It would be cheaper. 
 
3. It would be a tourism attraction 
as well as serving local needs. 

Railway   

98 The much-used pathway between 
the cathedral choir school and 
rustic bridge needs upgrading to a 
cycle way/footpath. 

cycleways   

99 On the right lines. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

100 All good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

101 Sorry - no views. N/A Comment noted N/A 

102 "The steps" on Boroughbridge 
Road, a public thoroughfare leading 
to the Skelldales and Econ need 
renewing.  The wooden rungs a 
danger especially in winter. 

Footpaths   

103 Excellent! N/A Comment noted N/A 

104 Get Act of Parliament to rescind 
the Act which CLOSED Borrage Lane 
as a through road.  (the person who 
instigated this LEFT Ripon shortly 
afterwards!) It should be one-way 
only (including residents' access) 
and will relieve pollution in traffic 
queue to lights. 

Borrage Lane   

105 Good, but this is a difficult 
problem, narrow streets etc.  More 
car parking and pedestrianisation 
of the centre night be the answer. 

Carparking/pedestrianise   



 

 

106 How about an inner city circular 
tourist bus linking cathedral, canal 
basin, square, workhouse museum 
& police museum? 

Complimentary   

107 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

108 Train station would be great, why 
not utilise some of the land along 
the bypass near Dallamires Lane 
end. 

railway   

109 I very much agree with the 
proposals for connecting Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

110 Yes, new link road to replace Low 
Skellgate is a must.  But also go one 
step further by continuing this spur 
up Firby Lane (widen Firby Lane 
and make it two ways).  This would 
then keep a vast amount of traffic 
out of city centre.  N. B. remove 
traffic lights at junction of Marshall 
Way and North Street - simply 
change to mini roundabout.  Why 
was this not implemented from 
outset?  More common sense 
required. 

Skellgate/firby Lane/remove traffic 
lights 

  

111 Long overdue. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

112 See Q3: jobs/tourism.  The TRAIN is 
well worth a renaissance, more 
even than the wretched A61. 
 
Funding it: public - local - private 
and lottery and industry: who have 
you asked up to now?  How have 
comparable spur lines fared? 

railway   

113 OK so far as they go.  West about 
bypass - equivalent sorely needed.  
If Clotherholme route, avoid 
private nature reserve on Laver 
Banks - cross further upstream?  
NYCC has proposal to dedicate city 
FPs as Rs of Way - support it.  
Remember that a "cycle facility" 
helps the cyclist, not the motorist! 

Footpaths/cycleways   

114 We need to reinstate the rail link!  
Ripon would boom with a rail link. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

115 Good idea but once footpaths 
upgraded the maintenance is 
essential so needs to be built into 
the plan. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

116 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

117 Borrage Lane should be open to 
traffic one way to the west. with 
speed bumps. 

Borrage Lane   

118 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

119 Bus service at present 1st class.  No 
need to look at direct rail link. 

Rail link   

120 You show a prospective railway 
station but no lines.  The greatest 
weakness of Ripon viz commercial 
development, social needs and 
urban growth is the lack of a rail 
link. 

railway   

121 Heavy traffic should be lessened 
considerably around the market 
square and Allhallowgate.  Every 
effort should be made to make the 
city centre friendlier for 
pedestrians and also those with 
limited mobility. 

pedestrianise   



 

 

122 The proposal of everything with 
Ripon, should have a better style, 
how it is run, by the council. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

123 Boldness is needed to improve the 
movement of people and traffic 
round and through Ripon 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

124 Pedestrianizing the City Centre is 
an absolute in my view. It will of 
course engender some 
considerable thought about 
vehicular negotiation of the city. 
The idea of keeping vehicles of any 
description out of the city centre 
will be foundation for thought on 
seeking suitable routing around 
Ripon. 
 
I came to Ripon in 1964 on the 
train to serve as a Royal Engineer. 
BOY! would I love to see the 
reinstatement of our railway. 

Pedestrianise/railway   



 

 

125 This is an area of great concern: 
 
      We would like to see: 
 
      Enforcement of the current 
measures of a 7.5tonne weight 
limit on all City Centre roads. 
 
      Work speedily to improve the 
Traffic Flow at Low Skellgate 
already identified as  a pollution 
‘black-spot’. 
 
      Pressure for no further 
reduction of local Bus Services, we 
appreciate a lot of work has been 
done with NYCC, but feel more 
could be done with prospective 
builders, proposing sites. 

HGVs out/Skellgate   

126 Mallorie Park Drive to Kirby Road is 
a good idea, but why stop at Kirby 
Road? Surely carry on to Palace 
Road. 

New rd – Red Hills link   



 

 

127 In favour. 
 
I am a cyclist and was impressed 
with all the cycleways in Newcastle 
recently - looking on the Sustrans 
map, Ripon has only the Way of the 
Roses passing through and nothing 
else.   
 
The bypass was built along the line 
of the railway but not actually on it 
- would it be possible to develope 
this into a greenway maybe from 
Fisher Green to Rotary Way, and 
then Rotary Way to where 
Magdalen's Road turns the corner.  
I understand the houses 15-22 of 
Low Mill Estate were subject to a 
compulsory purchase order when 
the bypass was built - one of them 
is currently occupied but the others 
are derelict.  Could this place have 
a 'ramp' up to the bypass level for 
cyclists and walkers? There is a 
footpath down the Skell from here, 
could be changed into a bridleway  
down as far as the second set of 
stepping stones which could be 
replaced with a bridge, and then 
the track which goes past the 
sewage works also designated a 
bridleway to link up with Fisher 

Cycleways/greeway – Fisher Green   



 

 

Green Lane bringing you out near 
the racecourse. 
 
The protected/proposed paths 
maybe need more signposts to 
encourage people to walk there.  I 
would like to see the other 
stepping stones on the Skell 
reinstated - they did a good job 
with the other set - if not a 
cycleway bridge. 



 

 

128 Sensible. 
 
Cycle paths must be wide enough if 
they are to be safer than no cycle 
paths. 

cycleways   



 

 

129 Your proposals do not go far 
enough. You do not address the 
dire need to improve the city for 
cyclists and pedestrians. Try 
pushing a buggy with a toddler 
inside around the city for a day or 
cycling from one side to the other. 
The city centre is car dominated to 
the extent that the street 
environment is unpleasant. The 
market square should be a 
pedestrianised space - the Tour de 
France weekend was glorious - it 
was so pleasant to be in the city 
centre without traffic and business 
still flourished. Tourists and 
residents would welcome this - city 
centre businesses will not fold.Your 
proposed road between Low 
Skellgate and Somerset Row would 
flatten a business and a community 
facility (Hugh Ripley Hall), it will not 
reduce traffic in the city centre just 
displace it slighlty. You need to be 
routing traffic away from the city 
centre if it does not need to be 
there. Have you undertaken a 
traffic management survey to 
understand movement across the 
whole city??  If not you are 
tinkering about and risk significant 
problems. 

Cycleways/pedestrianise   



 

 

130 Limited! However, the idea of 
opening up a road between Studley 
Road and Clotherholme is a very 
good idea (and with it potential 
further development 
opportunities). I disagree with the 
statement about the railway - we 
need to think big sometimes and I 
would propose a railway station on 
the Clotherholme site (not on 
Rotary Way  - no point you can't 
reopen the railway line to 
Harrogate, it's been built on in 
large parts) with the line reopened 
to Northallerton and with potential 
to go into the Dales. A tourist line 
for Fountains, Brimham and the 
Dales and a business line to 
businesses/commercial for Ripon. 
IF we don't talk about it or ignore it 
, it will never get done. Some 
ambition please! 

New Rd/railway   

131 There are a huge number of 
pathways that require updating. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

132 Fantastic that you mention the 
railway but it seems that groups 
are supporting the idea but leaving 
it to another group to lead the way.  
Could pressure on the govt 
agencies and railway industry be 
continuously applied so the 
dialogue is kept open? Do we still 
have a Ripon railway pressure 
group? Also there's no mention of 
bus services and there's concern 
that our city buses are being 
reduced.  The 36 is a great example 
of how a bus service can be popular 
and it connects the city to 
Harrogate and Leeds for a lot of 
people. 

Railway/bus service   



 

 

133 Cycle paths are non existent in 
Ripon and frankly a disgrace. In the 
light of the huge number of cyclists 
visiting our city as well as 
encouraging local people to have 
confidence to go out on the roads it 
should be a priority. Ripon cycling 
club alone has grown hugely in the 
past year with enquiries made on a 
regular basis. We should be 
encouraging local people to cycle in 
to town. Off cycle paths or lanes 
coupled with proper areas to safely 
leave bikes in the market square 
this may reduce car journeys made 
for short distances. 

Cycleways   

134 not enough effort to tie 
communications together. Seems 
to accept Harrogate road will just 
get worse. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

135 Put CYCLISTS before cars on the 
roads of Ripon - the Tour de France 
has left a lasting legacy and cyclist 
need protection and consideration 
in the city 
 
Define clearly all public rights of 
way 

Cycleways/footpaths   



 

 

136 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 Good.  The new link road from 
Firby Lane to Borrage Bridge should 
be built as a priority.  The approach 
up High Skellgate to Ripon is 
terrible and congested.  This could 
be pedestrianized or have access 
restricted with wider footpaths if 
the link road was created.  This 
important approach into Ripon 
from the south should be 
improved.  Number 17 High 
Skellgate would make a nice tourist 
information office as it is dated 
1490 and it could also house some 
historical information. 

Skellgate/pedestrianise   



 

 

138 We need to improve pedestrian 
safety in the City centre. Wider 
pavements and cycle routes could 
be accommodated by creating 
more one way streets and banning 
HGV apart from deliveries. 
 
If the 36 bus route was straight to 
the bypass via rotary way and the 
quarry moor to city centre 
supported by a smaller local bus 
then heavy traffic in the centre 
would be considerably reduced. 

HGVs out/cycleways/36 route   

139 Road and cycle and pedestrian 
access needs to be an essential 
feature of the Plan ; see previous 
answers. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

140 Strongly support opening Chatham 
Road (between Kirkby Road and 
Clotherholme Road to remove 
traffic from Kirkby Road itself and 
to take traffic out of the City centre 
- this should be progressed even if 
the MOD drags its heels over the 
closure of the Barracks.  We live in 
different times to the 70s and there 
is no need now for this road to be 
closed. 

Chatham Rd   



 

 

141 See Q5 reference opening of the 
MOD roads – not happening.  
Unless the Army leave Ripon.  
 
 Make Borrage Lane one-way going 
west and that will cut down the 
traffic heading for Mallorie Park via 
Lower Skellgate also the pollution. 
Why is this not even mentioned in 
the Plan?  
 
Cycle paths in a medieval road 
layout are not practical, although I 
support the theory of getting 
cyclists off the pavements. 

Chatham Rd/Borrage Lane   

142 Good.  More safe foot paths, and 
cycle routes, which in turn promote 
better health for cyclists and 
walkers. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

143 Without a western bypass any 
other road developments will only 
move the bottleneck slightly 
further along. There is no benefit to 
traffic in joining Mallorie Park Drive 
with Studley road (they are already 
joined at one end)) and those 
wishing to bypass the town centre 
can do so from Clotherholme (via 
Bishopton Lane). Opening the 
military roads would only push 
more traffic down Kirby road and 
increase the risk to school children 
at the crossroads at Holy Trinity. 
traffic would flow more sensibly 
through Ripon if parking 
restrictions were more rigidly 
enforced. e.g. Double Yellow lines 
are not there to tell you to put on 
your hazard lights when parking. 
They mean no stopping. 

Western route   

144 OK improved signage is needed. 
 
Important to connect to other 
places buses, canal, road 
connections 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

145 Low Skellgate- diversion road is a 
good idea 
 
Good idea to promote paths for 
cyclists 
 
Railway would be good but money 
wuold be better spent regenerating 
the city 

Skellgate/cycleways/railway   

146 Sensible. I also think it would be a 
good idea for HBC to drive the 
creation of a decent Harrogate to 
Ripon cycle route away from the 
A61 (lanes and byways from Ripley 
north through Nidd, Burton 
Leonard & Bishop Monkton OR via 
the disused railway line) 

Cycleways   

147 Traffic reduction is always positive 
and also better walkways and cycle 
paths will make the city a better 
place for residents 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

148 Sensible, achievable solutions to a 
continuing problem. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

 Well thought out I agree with all 
you say except for your support for 
railway reinstatement. It is never 
going to happen. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 

 This is key to making all of the 
other plans work and is one of 
Ripon's main challenges 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What do you think of our proposals for protecting the environment and our heritage? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 

1 I trust my comments will be read 
and taken in the spirit in which they 
are made. I am not a Riponian by 
birth, but have lived here since 
1980 and therefore feel qualified to 
"have my say" 

n/a   

2 Have empty shop windows covered 
with pictures, murals making them 
look more attractive in passing, etc. 

Complimentary   

3 It is important to protect Ripon's 
Environment / green spaces and its 
heritage. This is what makes Ripon 
special ! Ripon's "green" skyline 
must be protected to avoid 
becoming another ordinary city, 
with no rural feeling. 

Green City   

4 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

5 Terrible N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

6 This is the weakest section in my 
view and feels like the last section 
and someone has run out of 
steam?  It is just a reference list of 
policies.  What are our important 
heritage buildings, sites, gateways 
to the city?  Can't something be 
said about the quality of materials, 
design, landscape and 
environments we would want to 
protect or create?  How will this 
section encourage good design as it 
stands?  To me this is one of the 
most important sections and yet 
says so little, please could it be 
beefed up? 

Focus of proposal   



 

 

7 I agree we should be aware of the 
issues you list but I am concerned 
that devoting a lot of the team's 
resources of time and energy to 
these issues will deflect from 
achieving results in the cause of 
getting our employment and 
housing land sorted out.  I am 
concerned that we are relying so 
much on volunteers for carrying 
out the construction of this Plan.  I 
would therefore say let our 20+ 
councillors of different local 
authorities take responsibility for 
and action on some of these other 
issues. 

deliverability   

8 I think the proposals are good but I 
also think the local community 
should be encouraged to take an 
interest in taking part in protecting 
it. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

9 Our heritage and environment 
must be protected and as a part of 
this, current greenfields & 
agricultural land around all sides of 
our city must be protected to 
ensure we maintain Ripon's 
heritage as a rural city at the 
entrance to the Dales. 

Green city   



 

 

10 A bit vague, but I would support 
the intentions. 
 
I would like to see Kirkgate & 
Minster Road closed to traffic.  The 
cathedral precinct is the heart of 
the town's heritage but tourists 
take their lives in their hands 
strolling down Kirkgate's taxi 'rat 
run' and the cathedral's 
foundations are not helped by all 
the traffic either.  The cathedral is 
THE tourist attraction in town - it 
belongs to the WHOLE city! 

Pedestrianise/Minster Rd traffic   

11 Protection of wildlife is paramount.  
Any development needs to be 
sympathetically done.  Case in 
point is the Curzon, although it 
took too long. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

12 Fully supportive. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

13 All in favour and expect that the 
cathedral quarter will give similar 
attention to these aspects. 
 
The river through the city is a real 
asset but needs clearing of 
concrete blocks and other rubbish.  
Likewise the paths by the river are 
untidy and need attention. 

CQ/ Blue paths   

14 V. good.  Cathedral is amazing & 
should be a major regional tourist 
attraction as the market place.  
Protect and promote them. 

CQ   

15 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

16 Very positive.  Their developments 
need emphasising to attract people 
into the city (permanent & 
temporary) - but please well 
signposted and access legally 
approved. 

signage   



 

 

17 Personally, never offended by 
sewage works - even when run by 
river/Fishergreen to Bridge Hewick. 
 
Rivers - remain very natural, which 
is lovely.  Wonder if could be 
promoted more, i.e. developments 
along Bondgate Green - basically 
city centre riverside - under used! 

Blue paths   

18 Ripon's skyline will always be 
affected because it is an inverted 
doughnut.  All aspects here are 
basic planning rules. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

19 Planning applications including 
energy conservation should be 
encouraged. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

20 The development of Magdalens Hill 
into a nature reserve would benefit 
the community & the look of the 
city entrance. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

21 Ripon was spoilt in 50s/60s: 
NatWest Bank style not 
appropriate.  It was a beautiful 
building with interesting roof style 
before.  Preserve our old buildings 
wherever possible. 

n/a   



 

 

22 To me a lot of our heritage is just 
rundown derelict buildings as 
planning won't let anybody sort 
them out into modern attractive 
buildings.  If planning is relaxed on 
those types of buildings we might 
improve our "visual". 

n/a   

23 All well. N/A Comment noted N/A 

24 Keep development within city 
boundary! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

25 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

26 Ban heavy traffic from city centre 
to make a pleasant shopping 
experience in Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

27 Again the plan to protect the 
environment and our heritage is 
sound, but could go further.  
Tourism is one of our most 
important sources of income in the 
city.  It is why people come here.  
Although we need to move with 
the times we need to make sure 
our heritage is protected, whether 
in the guise of architecture e.g. Spa 
Baths, hospital buildings or our 
open spaces. 

n/a   

28 Those parts covered by your 
proposals ought to form the basis 
for your protection plans.  Tourism 
provides a valuable portion of the 
income generated within the city 
and should be encouraged.  Any 
new development or change of 
style of existing premises which 
detract from the beauty of the city 
and its surroundings should be 
discouraged.  Street drinking and 
litter are problem areas needing 
action. 

complimentary   

29 Stress the importance of 
archaeological 'watching briefs' on 
development sites being effectively 
carried out i.e. real 'watching' and 
not just 'brief'! 

Archaeological brief   



 

 

30 As a small rural city this is part of 
our attraction and our way of life. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

31 I think it is important to protect as 
much as we can. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

32 It is important not to build near any 
more rivers, it can be devastating 
when houses flood. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

33 A big yes to anything to aid the 
environment/heritage but feel we 
need to promote some more. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

34 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

35 Absolutely essential for the survival 
of our tourist trade. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

36 The environment is ???? N/A Comment noted N/A 

37 Totally agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

38 Fully agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

39 There are no proposals in this 
section. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

40 It is proposed that Claro Barracks 
are treated as a 'regeneration 
area', this should not however be a 
'commercial' area.  It borders on 
the Dales countryside. 
 
A new school, hospital or housing 
(preferably bungalow type) might 
fit. 

barracks   

41 The proposals appear to be fine. N/A Comment noted N/A 

42 That should take priority over 
building. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

43 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

44 The environment is a number one 
priority for me. 
 
Anything that enhances our city in 
this regard has my support. 
 
Wildlife - vital to encourage this. 
 
Pollution - must be kept to a 
minimum. 
 
Keeping our rivers (i.e. Skell in 
particular) free of debris to ensure 
a clear path for flood water.  (This 
does not happen currently). 

Green city   

45 Joining a better account. 
 
Get out of Harrogate. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

46 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

47 Great, fully support proposals. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

48 This is a very important section and 
the plan shows how aware the city 
is to any loss of buildings, open 
spaces, long distance views.  
Without this combination Ripon 
would cease to exist as we know it. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

49 Very acceptable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

50 Appropriate development is the 
key to proposals, particularly 
needed in protecting the skyline 
seen from a world heritage site. 
 
Ripon in Bloom flower baskets and 
troughs and the annual 
competitions are an enhancement 
to our city. 
 
We could do better at providing 
and emptying litter bins.  Maybe 
sponsorship on litter bin? 
 
Return the small car park between 
Sainsbury and Kirkgate to its 
former (and original) scented 
garden status. 

Skyline/ green city   



 

 

51 Lower Skellgate is a problem for 
noxious gases - another access road 
to avoid the city centre would be 
good. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

52 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

53 Good. 
 
Curzon Cinema already starting to 
look tatty! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

54 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

55 I agree we MUST protect what we 
have. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

56 Adequate. N/A Comment noted N/A 

57 Great.  Obviously well thought out. N/A Comment noted N/A 

58 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 

59 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

60 Good, particularly with respect to 
riverside development. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

61 Well thought out. N/A Comment noted N/A 

62 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

63 See Q8. 
 
Ripon has wonderful natural 
environmental features - rivers, 
canal, reserves - they need to be 
signposted and promoted and 
protected. 

Signage/blue paths   

64 Love that we are protecting our 
skyline.  All the plans in place are 
great.  More energy efficient and 
carbon neutral buildings please.  
Don't mind reducing light pollution. 

Focus of proposal   

65 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

66 Not too concerned in this area 
since current proposals are working 
well.  The plan offers no threat to 
the status quo. 
 
Can't move quickly enough on light 
pollution.  But to contradict that 
point I would like to see some of 
our best assets floodlit to improve 
tourism (Bondgate new ??) (???) 
would benefit enormously from 
reinstating lighting.  Better more 
efficient lighting of obelisk & town 
hall. 

Complimentary   

67 At present you have badly failed 
the environment because of severe 
air pollution on Low Skellgate, 
which has been known about for 
years and yet you do not open 
Borrage Lane. a public road. 

Skellgate/Borrage Lane   

68 Very good. 
 
The complementary work on page 
16 is very important also. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

69 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

70 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

71 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

72 Too much fuss made of Malt 
House.  Remove grade II listing and 
demolish.  Get Ebor to move out of 
Ripon, away from residential and 
holiday area on Ure Bank.  Correct 
access improves quality of 
environment as vehicles do not 
need to loiter. 

Ure Bank regen   

73 These two factors need to be kept 
in the forefront of the proposals 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

74 I agree with what you have said. N/A Comment noted N/A 

75 Basically sound.  As alluded to in 
Q7, the skyline would be seriously 
compromised if the West Lane 
development was allowed. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

76 important to protect the 
environment and our heritage. 
 
All planning and developments 
should maintain the character of 
the city, but new building should be 
of high quality. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

77 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

78 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

79 Keep Ripon City as Ripon City, do 
not let HBC spoil it. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

80 Agree with all. N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Again very vague. N/A Comment noted N/A 

82 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

83 This is very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

84 Reasonable. N/A Comment noted N/A 

85 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

86 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

87 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

88 The cinema a good idea - well 
done. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

89 It is vital we look after them for 
future generations. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

90 Green belt must be protected. N/A Comment noted N/A 

91 It is in Ripon's best interest to 
protect historic buildings and its 
heritage, but at times there does 
need to be a change.  Ripon is stuck 
in its ways, create a more dynamic 
Ripon.  Attract the business - 
attract the people. 

n/a   

92 No discernible proposals, but surely 
all the items mentioned are 
covered by existing planning rules. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

93 Agree. N/A Comment noted N/A 

94 I am all for protecting the 
environment however possible. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

95 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

96 The centre of the city needs to be 
viable before it is pushed out.  
People don't look for attractions. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

97 On the right lines.  Very important 
issue for Ripon. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

98 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

99 Paramount. N/A Comment noted N/A 

100 The odour from the sewage works 
in Boroughbridge Road needs to be 
minimised.  My water supply at 
times tastes of disinfectant 
(Yorkshire Water have been told). 

n/a   

101 Yes - Excellent. N/A Comment noted N/A 

102 Our tourists come to enjoy these. N/A Comment noted N/A 

103 Good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

104 Fine. N/A Comment noted N/A 

105 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

106 Good - keep the "brown belt" in 
place and the protected open 
spaces. 

Open space   



 

 

107 I believe protecting the 
environment has to go0 hand in 
hand with any developments. 

n/a   

108 Fully support this - but my 
suspicion is that maintaining all 
that is beautiful on the edge of the 
city will be or could be destroyed 
by decisions taken by HBC - who 
seem to be under the illusion that 
places like Ripon need to expand.  
Ripon is big enough!  We are full! 

n/a   

109 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 

110 Vital.  Ripon's E and H are its ESPs, 
which leave Harrogate in the 
shade.  No apologies for the 
comparison: face up to it!  In terms 
of shaping up to its assets, Ripon 
seems apathetic.  When people 
come, they should be enthralled, 
not disappointed: thriving, inviting?  
Or downbeat, down-at-heel?  
Dynamos or dinosaurs? 

n/a   

111 OK, but ensure enough teeth. N/A Comment noted N/A 

112 Very good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

113 This is really important - Fountains 
Abbey is hugely important to us!  
Need to maintain rivers and wildlife 
essential. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

114 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

115 OK. N/A Comment noted N/A 

116 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

117 The environment and our heritage 
must be protected at all cost. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

118 Generally very clear and valuable.  
The area around the Cathedral 
needs to be protected and yet 
needs to be developed 
sympathetically.  (Minster Road 
would have to be pedestrianized or 
a 20mph speed limit enforced if the 
area next to the Court House was 
developed). 

CQ pedestrianise   

119 Proposals are good. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

120 A lot of improvement does need 
doing of environment of heritage, 
both in Ripon and further out of 
the area. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

121 Good N/A Comment noted N/A 

122 Returning Ripon City Centre to a 
none vehicle zone for footfall only 
will be returning it's heritage. 
 
Very doable, supported by a proper 
well thought out Park & Ride 
 
A proper maintenance programme 
will take very good care of the 
comprehensive listing of heritage 
features. 

pedestrianise   

123 We would agree with the 
proposals: 
 
      However, with the Plumb 
Centre as an Arts Centre. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

124 Agree N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

125 I like them. 
 
The cinema delvelopment is 
mentioned as an example of not 
really changings the building's 
appearance (on North Street 
anyway).  I would like the same to 
happen with the Telephone 
Exchange.  It's perhaps a typical 
60's building but it has a potential 
to be the Old Telephone Exchange 
used for something completely 
different. It would benefit from a 
new entrance and windows etc but 
I'd like it to be recognisable as a 
Telephone Exchange. Williamson's 
Varnish and Enamel Works is now 
flats but looks pretty much the 
same. Zion Evangelical Baptist 
Church was clearly a church with 
stained glass arched windows, but 
they knocked it down and built a 
new one that looks like an office 
with arched windows 
. 

Focus of proposal   

126 Sounds sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 

127 It does not include anything of 
substance - how will you improve 
health and wellbeing? 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

128 No real comment. N/A Comment noted N/A 

129 The environment our heritage, 
wildlife and green spaces are 
extremely important. No 
development should be considered 
on any green fields. ie Off West 
Lane, the sports field at Mallory 
Park Road. 

Open space   

130 Agree N/A Comment noted N/A 

131 The comments are vague and tell 
me nothing. Curzon cinema has 
happened. There are no proposals. 
Another priority should be the 
presentation of the Market Square. 
No mention of this is made. The 
cobbled stones laid badly have 
become chewed up and are very 
dangerous to cyclists especially. 
Where a pothole has appeared 
Tarmac has been thrown into the 
dips. It looks awful. This needs 
addressing 

complimentary   

132 Fine N/A Comment noted N/A 

133 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

134 Excellent N/A Comment noted N/A 

135 Essential. N/A Comment noted N/A 

136 Ripon needs to develop if it is to 
have a healthy economy and a 
healthy economy is the best way of 
preserving the environment and 
heritage. This does not mean that 
any development needs to be 
unsympathetic and most recent 
examples have complemented 
rather than taken away from the 
environment. 
 
Unfortunately if we are to tackle 
the problem of our transport 
system and parking issues then 
some sacrifices may have to be 
made for the greater good. 

Carparking/connectivity   

137 I agree with all the proposals and 
would add that no high rise 
development should be allowed. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

138 Good idea and vitally important to 
maintain the appeal of the City for 
residents and visitors 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

139 Fully support proposals as laid out. N/A Comment noted N/A 

140 Very good.  This has to  be well 
thought out, once we have lost any 
open green space, it has gone for 
ever.  This is very important for the 
health and well being of our city, 
residents, tourists and future 
generations. 

agree   

141 Is the sewerage works screening 
someones pet project as it is 
already at the far eastern boundary 
of the city. 

n/a   



 

 

142 The eight bullet points and three 
itemised topics all seem rather 
tame / dated. Environmental 
quality and heritage of this 
Cathedral City are your main 
qualities and its down to one page 
 
Sustainability, local, organic, 
greening, alternative energy / life 
style, entertainment, sport, art, 
quality products/shops. 
 
This is a 15 year plan 2015 to 2030, 
where is the vision of 2030, time 
scale, agencies and tasks 
 
The three pages of maps are very 
professional but are they inspiring 
to the 
public??????????????????????????
???? 

n/a   

143 Ripon skyline is important 
 
Plan doesn't say how wildlife is 
being protected 
 
development of housing needs to 
be within keeping of the 
architectural landscape of the city 

Focus of proposal   



 

 

144 Sensible N/A Comment noted N/A 

145 Positive start however again the 
draft lacks any substance. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

146 I am in full agreement with these 
proposals 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

147 Yes on the whole  I agree.  We must 
make sure that we never get  a 
dead zone like Marshall Way again 
and therefore we need joined up 
thinking on all proposals. 
 
Is lighting pollution really an issue 
for Ripon? 

agree   

148 Very good N/A Comment noted N/A 

 I agree with the proposals N/A Comment noted N/A 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Preliminary Draft Ripon City Plan 

What more do you think we should try to do in the Plan? 

No. Response Text Categories City Plan Committee Comment City Plan Committee Action 

1  Thank you for the Preliminary 
Draft of the Ripon City Plan.  It is 
well presented and contains many 
good proposals.  My own priority 
would be to pedestrianize the area 
around the market place - after the 
Cathedral, the jewel in the city's 
crown.  This would be hugely 
beneficial to tourists and residents 
alike.  If the proposal to revitalise 
the market place is a serious one 
(i.e. going beyond allowing people 
to drink alcohol there three or four 
times a year) then 
pedestrianisation is essential.  It 
can be done - towns and cities all 
over the country have proved 
it.  But it will require imagination, 
courage and persistence to achieve 
it.  Go for it! 

Pedestrianise   



 

 

2 your photo of the market square 
on Tour De France day illustrates 
that there is a will for using the 
square.  Does the Council provide 
any assistance or make space 
available for local businesses to use 
the space i.e. pop up cafe space 
etc.  Surely what the people and 
visitors to the city crave? 
  
I trust that the above is of 
assistance and look forward to 
seeing how these are reviewed and 
incorporated into the next draft. 

   

3 Our Parish Council will keep a close 
watch on any developments 
relating to the Gladman enquiry at 
West Lane and will make its 
opinions known should a Planning 
Application be forthcoming. 

n/a   



 

 

4 We would also support the case for 
a continual review of signage 
through the city in order to ensure 
that all key places of interest are 
well flagged.  This makes a big 
difference to visitor perceptions. 
We appreciate that there are calls 
for better swimming facilities in 
Ripon, albeit the present building is 
quite a fascination.    And we 
appreciate that there is a demand 
for such things as a skateboard 
park in order to give younger 
people something to do in their 
leisure time. 
In summary, we really enjoy living 
and working in Ripon and we feel 
proud to be living in such an 
attractive district.   Affluence is 
clearly a major factor in keeping 
the whole area looking nice and we 
support any initiatives that will help 
to generate income into the local 
economy.   Clearly tourism is a vital 
factor and we applaud all of the 
work carried out by Welcome to 
Yorkshire, Visit Harrogate and the 
local authorities and others in 
promoting what we have.  The Tour 
de France did us a lot of good, and 
it makes sense to continue to 
promote Ripon as a place giving 

Signage/swimming pool/tourism   



 

 

great access to the Dales and 
beyond. 



 

 

5 Re swimming pool - yes please! Swimming pool   



 

 

6  The marked up plans follow and 
from which you will note the major 
feature is an indication of a 
“Western Regeneration Route” 
that principally is aimed at servicing 
the regeneration of the military 
areas of Claro and Deverell 
Barracks. It is continued beyond 
these areas to terminate at Palace 
Road and although it is purely 
indicative, it can be seen the many 
potential positive impacts it could 
have on improving the 
sustainability case for Ripon in the 
longer term.  
This is a significant hurdle the 
drafters of RCP would have to 
contend with as it generally lies 
outside their defined limits but on 
the lines noted above it is surely 
within their sphere of influence and 
should seriously be considered 
even if simply within an appendix 
to any submission.  
There are areas for development 
(now derelict) noted in RCP and 
below that have previous fuel 
storage infrastructure and thus 
have highly likely levels of 
hydrocarbon contamination. viz: 
Skellbank, Borrage Green and 
Dallamires Lane. Consequently the 

Chatham Rd    



 

 

sites probably have negative values 
and additional financial support 
may be needed to make viable 
business cases for development to 
be enabled. 



 

 

7 Have the car park cleaned up. The 
library car park is never swept. Full 
of cig ends, etc. Footpaths, 
bridleways to be protected 

complimentary   

8 Create a small car park with "free" 
parking for up to 2 hours to 
encourage local residents to use 
more town centre shops & services, 
or make the Market Place car park 
"free" parking after 3pm and free 
on Sunday's to encourage more 
visitors. Free parking on bank 
holidays carparking 

  

9 Do not build on A nature reserve. A 
status you allowed to lapse 

n/a   



 

 

10 Strengthen Q9. 
 
Strengthen green spaces, paths and 
cycle way proposals. 
 
Revise Ure Bank proposals in 
sympathy with city historic 
gateway. 
 
Consider issues on the boundaries 
such as access and housing even if 
it is just advisory about what we 
would like to see happen. 

Green spaces/footpaths/cycleways 

  

11 You are covering a huge amount of 
detail in the Plan.  I know that a lot 
of this data will be in the final plan 
somewhere, I hope that the public 
will be able to see it.  If you want a 
legacy of the work that you are 
doing then setting up a database 
and data collecting system for all 
the relevant and essential 
information that is needed to make 
wise and strategic decisions in the 
future is a must.  This needs to be 
an ongoing task for any planning 
group. 

noted 

  



 

 

12 Tidy up the Auction Mart and pub, 
which give a bad impression to 
visitors entering Ripon by North 
Road. 
 
From a personal point of view - see 
attached letter. complimentary 

  

13 Set funds aside to help small 
businesses. 
 
Regenerate Spa Baths - this could 
be a major tourist attraction. 
 
Ensure we have adequate policing 
in Ripon, we should have a 24 hour, 
7 day police station. 
 
Stop the Chester based builders 
proposal for 450 homes off West 
Lane - IT IS RIDICULOUS! 

complimentary 

  

14 Replies found in each relevant 
section. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

15 Many schemes sound fantastic, but 
are they pipe dreams?  I hope not. 
 
Houses - Ash Grove, Whitcliffe 
Lane, Choir School and Doublegates 
(behind Ash Bank Road) 
 
Business - attract more multiples 
(not too many as we now enjoy 
many lovely independent traders) 
 
A DIY store as no wonder people go 
elsewhere to shop for DIY then do 
all other shopping at the same 
time. 

n/a 

  

16 The old railway line would be 
perfect for a cycling/foot path. 

connectivity 

  

17 As retired citizens we are pleased 
to live in Ripon because of the 
friendliness and amenities and are 
pleased that further developments 
are being considered with care. 

n/a 

  



 

 

18 Raise the standards of the city in 
general.  It is so beautiful and 
deserves prominence in the 
regional tourist destination map.  It 
is close to all the beautiful parts of 
North Yorkshire, but is still small & 
remote enough to be a true 
getaway for city workers.  Tourism 
and the Races will bring people and 
jobs.  Develop events calendar 
around Races & Fountains Events. 

complimentary 

  

19 Do a thorough survey of all the 
'pockets' of BEHIND the streets of 
derelict and poorly maintained 
properties (around Booths car park 
for example). complimentary 

  

20 Very well done.  I would like to join 
you in owning this as a very 
positive stage leading to a brighter 
future. 
 
Perhaps at some stage in the near 
future we might invite our 
residents to suggest ways of 
attracting visitors regionally and 
nationally to come and "stay a 
(long) while amidst its ancient 
charms". tourism 

  



 

 

21 Protect Kirkgate - love it! Its the 
heart! 
 
Love possible site for new shops 
near   Allhallowgate Church. 
 
Stonebridgegate ?....Aldi still?  Car 
park opportunity? 
 
Parking improvement on High St 
Agnesgate - very positive. 

Focus of proposal 

  

22 Firstly work with HBC EDU to entice 
businesses to Ripon. 
 
Secondly work with HBC & others 
to provide more/new car parking. 
 
Work to reinstate the Ripon bus 
service and extend to other parts of 
the city. 
 
Fourthly impress on city councillors 
what the city plan requires. 

complimentary 

  



 

 

23 Unless government money will be 
available the main financial input 
will be from commercial investors.  
The impetus therefore should be 
on encouraging such investment 
with positive planning agreements - 
something we have not always 
seen in the past.  'Nimbyism' 
should be carefully controlled. 

n/a 

  

24 Ensure the community's views are 
taken into account and acted on 
where feasible. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

25 I am very concerned about the 
housing development at the top of 
South Grange Road.  During heavy 
rain South Grange Road flows like a 
river.  The drains do not take all the 
water & a heavy flow turns into 
Sycamore Road and floods the 
garage at No 16 Sycamore Road.  
More housing would increase the 
flow without land to soak up the 
rainfall & more houses would flood.  
This proposed development would 
also put pressure on Moorside 
schools & Whitcliffe Lane & South 
Grange Road would become rat 
runs. infrastructure 

  



 

 

26 Houses only with own parking. 
 
Another school, doctors, dentists 
etc.  You can't get in very easily and 
if you attract another 100 families 
that's another 100 kids plus - where 
will they be educated? 

Infrastructure  

  

27 A good swimming pool at Leisure 
Centre. 
 
Climbing wall - coffee bar. 
 
Squash court - it would ne full most 
nights. 
 
Make it a leisure centre for the 
2020 era. Swimming pool/leisure centre 

  

28 More leisure for everyone. 
 
Swimming pool connected to 
Leisure Centre utilising centre staff. 
 
Housing - barracks site! 

Swimming pool/leisure centre 

  

29 OK N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

30 More support for a western bypass 
outside to city boundary. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

31 1. Make the city centre more 
attractive to visitors. 
 
2. Continue to look at the 
accommodation available to them. 
 
3. If land is unavailable within 
walking distance for parking, 
perhaps land further out of town 
e.g. auction mart could be used, 
with a park and ride system to the 
market place.  The cost of parking 
there could be used to run a 
minibus/bus service, or a small fare 
charged.  Traffic could come 
straight from the A1/bypass and so 
keep it out of town. 
 
4. Seriously consider how many 
new homes Ripon needs to provide 
within HBC.  Too many (450 for 
West Lane area) would put even 
more strain on the already 
struggling hospital, doctors, schools 
etc.  Where would the people who 
would live there work? 

complimentary 

  



 

 

32 Generally whatever is appropriate, 
along with other agencies, to 
encourage residents and visitors to 
want to stay and spend time in the 
city.  The city needs to present a 
pleasing face to these people 
rather than the rather dilapidated 
appearance which seems to prevail 
along most of the shopping streets/  
A lively market, better choice of 
shops, traffic free centre are 
required, as well as placing 
emphasis on the cathedral, parks, 
hotels and other tourist centres.  
The city needs to encourage people 
to live, work and spend within its 
boundary and not to drive them to 
other towns to perform these 
functions. 

MPOC 

  

33 Slight concern that the range and 
complexity of the issues under 
discussion will overstretch the 
capabilities available to see things 
through.  The public needs to see 
positive outcomes. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

34 PARKING!  Until the parking spaces 
are doubled Ripon is impossible for 
drivers.  Being in a rural setting 
means that most people come in by 
car.  Is there no way that the 
market place adjacent to the Town 
Hall could be used for parking on 
days when the market on 
Thursdays is not taking place.  I 
despair of all these housing 
projects which increase cars in 
Ripon. 

carparking 

  

35 As I have only lived in Ripon for 5.5 
years (I came for East Anglia to be 
near my family) I don't feel quite as 
justified to answer any more as the 
people who have lived here all their 
lives, but I do get the impression 
that people think we miss out on 
many improvements and that 
Harrogate does very well at our 
expense.  I do notice that round the 
edges of the town it can look very 
shabby with litter and cigarette 
ends all over the place.  It does 
spoil the look of everywhere. 

comlimentary 

  



 

 

36 We need to ensure HBC listens to 
our proposals, we need to protect 
our open spaces and build where it 
will enhance the city - on Skellbank 
where the garage was, on the old 
choir school site and the army 
camp. Housing/skellbank/CCS/barrcks 

  

37 Maybe set up a regular discussion 
or correspondence with residents 
so we work together. 
 
Also things like the fair on St 
Wilfrid's weekend should be a 
bigger occasion (as years ago).  our 
traditions are dying out and should 
be re-instated.  Most Riponians feel 
strongly re same. 

complimentary 

  

38 Ensure there will be additional car 
parking space so that new residents 
will 'shop local' and not be put off 
by not being able to find a parking 
space and then take their spending 
power elsewhere. 

carparking 

  

39 More brown signs and signage in 
general and definitely MORE 
parking. 

signage 

  



 

 

40 Get the money from tourist tax on 
properties.  Give concessions to 
those willing to develop shops in 
Ripon.  Do not let Harrogate or 
elsewhere dictate how we will 
change. n/a 

  

41 Disagree that Ripon needs to 
increase dramatically in size - we 
think it important to preserve its 
ancient charm and its position in a 
beautiful rural landscape. 

No change 

  

42 Happy with the present plan. N/A Comment noted N/A 

43 The existing city development limit 
seems random in places & needs 
updating/extending as the city 
grows. 
 
Lots of statements but not enough 
proposals. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

44 There are no amenities in Ure Bank 
nor are there amenities of shops 
now towards the end of North 
Road in spite of an increase of 
housing and flats from the Clock 
Tower onwards.  I would suggest 
that the ugly, derelict site of the old 
auction mart with its unstable 
ground should be used to form a 
small green park area with a 
meeting/games hall with café onto 
North Road. 
 
This approach to the city is 
presently disgraceful and must 
create a detrimental opinion of 
Ripon to those approaching the city 
from the North. Ure bank regen/auction mart 

  

45 Ripon has not got a Garden Centre.  
You have to travel to 'Cascade' or 
the likes of Homebase, Harrogate 
for more choices.  This would be a 
welcome choice for the district. 
 
Press for reinstating of a rail link 
in/out of Ripon, future long-term 
consultation with the rail network. 

railway 

  



 

 

46 Ripon swimming pool completely 
outdated and probably very 
inefficient.  I think the city would 
benefit from a new pool however I 
don't think it should be built onto 
the Leisure Centre. 
 
Road surfaces are also a major 
problem in Ripon. The council 
should create its own team of 
people to maintain the roads 
instead of paying extortionate 
amounts of money to private 
companies who bodge the roads up 
every year. Swimming pool 

  

47 As a resident of Somerset Row 
(facing major works re roads/car 
park etc), we do need resident only 
car parking. 

Skellgate 

  



 

 

48 Of major concern is the 
congestion/pollution at the 
junction of High Skellgate/Low 
Skellgate traffic lights. 
 
I would like to see a road near 
Kwik-Fit/Lowleys cut through to 
Mallorie Park Drive.  This would 
take a lot of through traffic on 
route to Pateley Bridge/The Dales 
away from the traffic lights and so 
improve the junction.  I appreciate 
it is easy to say this, but the idea is 
worth consideration. 

 

  

49 Making better shops. 
 
No work here. 
 
Make a new hospital. 
 
Insist of Harrogate get everything. 
 
People will not come to a dead city. 

complimentary 

  

50 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

51 The market is declining rapidly, 
what is happening?  Something 
should be done urgently to 
encourage traders to return, we 
are a market town after all.  An 
awful lot of coach trips and tourists 
come specifically for the market, 
this will be lost if something is not 
done quickly.  Once it is gone, it is 
gone!  I think this should be 
included within the plan. 

complimentary 

  

52 Try to get more long stay parking 
particularly for day visitors and 
signposted on approach roads. 
 
Enhance river and canal walks and 
create new ones along Laver. 
 
Push for hospital improvements. 

Carparking/footpaths 

  

53 We should do more to encourage 
more variation in shops.  No more 
cafes, hairdressers, charity shops as 
we need to encourage people to 
come here to spend. 
 
A lot of the approach to the centre 
needs smartening up. 

complimentary 

  



 

 

54 Concentrate more on the market 
place as the hub of the city and 
plan more activities there.  Keep 
car parking to a minimum in the 
market place and certainly do not 
let it expand to cover the entirety.  
Other car parking facilities could be 
considered such as multi storey 
parking at the back of Sainsburys. 
 
We need to know more about our 
population, present and future, and 
its age spread.  Are we providing 
enough activity for young people?  
What about transport locally for 
older people? 

MPOC 

  

55 Provide more car parking at 
weekends and market days. 
 
Cheap 'Factory' shops don't attract 
the sort of people who spend well.  
Nor do charity shops!  We have 
enough of them - let's encourage 
some interesting new shops e.g. 
clothes. 

carparking 

  

56 Make people walk beyond the 
Market Place! 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

57 Ripon needs good quality shops of 
all types to attract trade which 
otherwise goes by car to Harrogate. 
 
Current offering has too many low 
quality/charity shops to make 
shopping attractive; offer incentive 
to independent retailers. 

complimnetary 

  

58 My 2 pet complaints are: 
 
1.  The state of the cathedral 
graveyard.  Surely this can be tidied 
and cultivated to form a pleasant 
space? 
 
2.  I object strongly to developers 
acquiring building sites (derelict) 
and just holding on as long as 
possible.  Surely as soon as 
planning is obtained a time limit for 
development should be imposed.  I 
suggest 1 year max. complimentary 

  

59 We must tackle litter, make shops 
responsible for the area around 
their property (use a broom - they 
still make them but nobody uses 
them!!!) complimentary 

  



 

 

60 Implement the proposals for a new 
swimming bath complex near the 
Health & Leisure Centre. 

Swimming pool 

  

61 If we get more or less what is 
planned overall then to suggest 
otherwise is merely wishing for the 
impossible. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

62 No mention of costs/vfm/risks. 
 
The plan is poor and very old 
fashioned in its approach. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

63 Get a railway station back at Ripon.  
That is PRIORITY. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

64 You should WORK WITH NYCC to 
implement a one-way system of 
traffic for most of the roads shown 
on the city centre inset map (pg 
17).  In addition review traffic 
management markings on roads 
(and there are a great many) that 
will not allow two-way traffic flow 
where parking is allowed, even on 
only one side of the road. 

One way system 

  



 

 

65 * West of Ripon bypass - from A61 
Quarry Moor to North Bridge, 
traditionally on A61 VIA West Lane, 
across Hellwath (controversial but 
it could be sensitively done), past 
Duck House after crossing River 
Skell, up Galphay Lane, then off on 
military road and site of bridge 
across River Laver to the "Possible 
Highway Extension Scheme" on 
your map, across Kirkby Road then 
the Masham Road just north of 
High Common Farm, then down to 
North Bridge, again sensitively 
done. 
 
Only if the road is constructed 
would I be happy for Ripon's 
population to increase.  It would 
free up sites for light industry and 
sport.  We would get a full ring 
road. 
 
Please demolish Hugh Ripley Hall to 
allow a decent road junction there. 
 
A brilliant document overall, 
needing more concrete planning 
now. 

Western route 

  



 

 

66 *Rumour has it the rates/rents are 
extortionate?? The Arcade is the 
main way for tourists into the 
square.  The BIGGEST mistake was 
allowing M & S to close.  We really 
need an M & S Simply Food in 
Ripon to compete with surrounding 
small towns and what a blow to 
discover Northallerton are getting a 
large M & S. 
 
The market square is an underused 
amenity for most of the time.  
Allowing it (half) to stand empty on 
an evening (especially) is a total 
crime.  There is never enough 
parking on a night - especially as a 
woman when it is dark, the square 
always feels the safest place to 
park - if you can get on. 

Complimentary/carparking 

  



 

 

67 Promote Ripon to the outside 
world (if this is within the Plan's 
remit). 
 
Increased housing (barracks apart) 
and increased employment land 
will not materially improve Ripon's 
economy.  Increasing visitor 
numbers will.  This will generate 
extra accommodation (new hotels), 
happier retailers, increased 
property values, increased 
businesses wanting to come to 
Ripon - a virtuous circle! 

complimentary 

  

68 Market Place - under utilised - how 
about opening it for coffee 
shops/traders/stalls, encourage 
business at a low cost?  Propose 
events on there. 
 
What about business areas around 
the bypass? 
 
Improve the Spa Hotel. 
 
Minimise chain businesses in the 
centre. complimentary 

  



 

 

69 Create a clear identity and brand 
for Ripon - needs a compelling 
vision that all the plans feed into. 
 
Must be more commercial - what is 
the benefit/cost ratio for each of 
your key initiatives! 
 
Get me involved - I have a wealth 
of commercial experience that 
could help. 

complimentary 

  

70 Street signage for pedestrians 
around city - we seem to dissuade 
visitors from enjoying our fair city. 
 
Pedestrianisation areas - Kirkgate is 
an obvious example. 
 
Ensuring all proposals are properly 
funded and enforced. 
 
I have a bugbear about Kirkgate, 
investment on signage warning no 
waiting at any time.  Now we 
regularly see up to 20 cars parked 
from 6.00 to midnight and during 
the day to a lesser degree but the 
rules are not enforced. 

Signage/pedestrianise 

  



 

 

71 Give much more help for local 
shops and start ups by being 
flexible on rates, planning.  
Increase parking to the rear of 
Sainsbury by building a multi storey 
in the bottom.  Try to make the 
centre traffic free and make it safe 
to walk, narrow roads were not 
made for HGV's. 

carparking 

  

72 Nothing - just get the plan 
implemented quickly where 
possible. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

73 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

74 The Market Place should have cafes 
where sitting on the pavement area 
is encouraged. 
 
I am sad the Farmers' Market 
disappeared from lack of support. 

MPOC 

  

75 Push harder for rail link. N/A Comment noted N/A 

76 ? Consult more widely! 
 
Design to improve public transport 
to all areas. 

connectivity 

  



 

 

77 Ensure parking facilities around the 
Market Place meet reasonably 
anticipated need. 
 
Located as I am (Mallorie Park 
Drive) the details of the relocation 
for football and rugby club facilities 
and the proposed new trunk road 
associated are of importance to me 

carparking 

  

78 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

79 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

80 People with a disability should be 
consulted on new proposals. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

81 Be more specific with everything.   
 
Also the site at Station 
Hotel/Auction Mart should be a 
coach park. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

82 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

83 * If we have more housing, we will 
need more schools, doctors, 
dentists etc. 

infrastructure 

  



 

 

84 Further opportunities required to 
provide employment. 
 
Rail link to remove traffic from the 
A61. 
 
"Light railway". 
 
Housing limited until the required 
amount of infrastructure is 
available. Railway/infrastructure 

  

85 Secure funding. 
 
Promote and secure external 
funding and business support. 
 
Look at derelict and run down 
areas especially at the key entry 
roads into the city. 
 
Make a sustained effort 
roads/verges/road signage clean, 
clear, rubbish free as these areas 
are what any visitor/prospective 
investor sees first. 
 
Difficult to see what the proposals 
for RCP are! Focus of proposal 

  



 

 

86 The plan ought to remember that 
our city is made up of a high 
proportion of elderly people.  We 
decided to settle here because it is 
quiet, quaint and small.  Personally 
I do not care what the argument is 
for increasing its size, I wish it to 
stay small as it is!!  Look how busy 
Harrogate is due to expansion of 
building. 

No change 

  

87 To clean up long-term derelict sites 
e.g. owners to put up boarding to 
stop the view of it becoming 
overgrown e.g. next to Water Rat 
kept tidy. Section 215 

  

88 1.  Ripon needs a 4* hotel 
 
2.  Involve sustrans in developing a 
cycle route for Ripon 

Hotel/connectivity 

  

89 N/A. N/A N/A N/A 

90 Railway station. N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

91 Encourage more SHOPS, other than 
takeaways, banks, coffee shops.  I 
tend to shop for ladies things in 
York or Thirsk (dress shops). 

 

  

92 A bigger Leisure Centre - Swimming 
Pool, climbing wall, squash courts, 
café/bar.  If you had a good 
climbing wall it would be very 
popular.  Thank you. 

Swimming pool/leisure centre 

  

93 I think it covers most concerns and 
if everyone could work together.  
We have a beautiful city and should 
appreciate it more. 

n/a 

  

94 Get the football/rugby clubs moved 
ASAP to fix military area (Claro) - 
develop the club areas (housing) 
access past these clubs will 
improve traffic on both sides post 
move. Sport/housing 

  



 

 

95 We cannot neglect the Auction 
Mart site. 
 
1. Build a nature trail? 
 
2. Is there a possibility of creating 
the Station Pub into a Visitor 
Centre of sorts? 
 
3. This area is one of the first things 
people see when approaching 
Ripon - make it attractive. 

Auction mart 

  

96 Everything depends on a decision 
from the military, otherwise Ripon 
plan is in limbo. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

97 Plans are good but still need more 
doctors.  There are only 3 surgeries 
in Ripon and none by Morrisons 
side of Ripon.  Think of the road 
around Victoria tower very narrow. 
 
?? new road around back of 
barracks. 

South medical 

  



 

 

98 I always understood that the 
bypass would remove unnecessary 
traffic from our Market Place.  Do 
we now need another on the other 
side? n/a 

  

99 Bring the area of land NE of the 
current Morrisons store within the 
city boundary as it is currently in 
Littlethorpe parish and the bypass 
makes a natural dividing line.  The 
development of this land appears 
to have stalled and consideration 
needs to be given to using the area 
within the city boundary for uses 
already approved in the Morrisons 
planning application i.e. budget 
hotel & DIY store. 
 
* An increase in the population of 
the city and immediate area will 
alter the demographics which 
major retailers/organisations use as 
a tool to decide on investment 
decisions.  Subject to new or 
existing suitable premises being 
available, new additional retailers 
will encourage residents to shop in 
the city rather than travel to 
Harrogate, Northallerton, 
Darlington. 

Boundary change 

  



 

 

100 Have one voice in Ripon working 
together. 
 
How about market stalls being half 
price to stall holders with an HG4 
postcode to keep the money local? 
 
Ripon requires a shopping 
population of over 25,000 people 
to be viable. 

complimentary 

  

101 Promote history and culture wider 
and more strongly.  Tourism is vital. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

102 There seems to be plenty available 
sites for housing without 
encroaching on the city centre.  I 
strongly believe that the city centre 
is the best way of getting money 
into the city.  We need diverse and 
interesting shops (not get more 
pound shops and the like), a 
theatre (see Q7), canal boat trips 
etc.  Housing in the city centre 
(Bondgate Green) will dilute the 
appeal to tourists,  Revitalising the 
Market Square is good and about 
taking a leaf from Harrogate's 
book, with floral displays, tasteful 
lighting etc. 
 
Social housing on Lead Lane and 
Allhallowgate is dreadful and needs 
sorting out. 

Focus of proposal 

  



 

 

103 1. Yorkshire Water must confirm 
that the sewage works can cope 
with extra sewage before approval 
for more dwellings is authorised. 
 
2. Don't jump the gun: the army 
camp's future is still under review. 
 
3. Who does the army camp land 
belong to?  If it was originally 
requisitioned then when the army 
have no further use for it, it almost 
certainly goes back to the relatives 
of the original owner.  Has any 
councillor researched this?  They 
should do! 
 
4. We desperately need more car 
parking.  (a multi storey on Victoria 
Car Park would do nicely but would 
probably cause the 
environmentalists/Civic Society to 
break out in a 'hot flush'.) - so 
what?  The tail does not wag the 
dog. 
 
5. Until the multi storey is built all 
the market square should be used 
for car parking and to hell with 
those who think otherwise.  This 
would still leave the market square 
free for functions as required and is 

Complimentary 

  



 

 

at present. 
 
6. Forget it.  The railway idea is 
dead in the water.  It will never be 
financially viable.  Has anyone ever 
produced a financial plan?  Even if 
it goes via Boroughbridge/ East 
Coast main line or 
Bedale/Leeming/Northallerton/ 
|East Coast main line. 
 
7. Hope my writing is reasonably 
clear.  I do not own or need a 
computer or mobile phone. 
 
8. Swimming baths - a good idea 
but it will never get off the ground.  
Too many interested parties with 
conflicting views. 



 

 

104 It would be an advantage if the 
Salvation Army had more suitable 
premises and financial help for 
their "Drop In" centre teaching 
computer skills to the unemployed.  
Thank you. Complimentary 

  

105 I would like to see even more 
thought given to cyclists and cycling 
parking. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

106 The schools (all ages) should instil 
in the pupils that once a field is 
built on it is lost FOR EVER.  That 
they are custodians of our link with 
St Wilfrid who built the cathedral.  
They need to learn to TREASURE 
our community and its buildings. 
 
One way = to encourage their 
parents to shop in RIPON, not 
Harrogate or York.  To show a bit of 
loyalty! 
 
Method - let the Hornblower visit 
the schools and blow his horn.  Let 
the pupils visit the Town Hall.  Twin 
Ripon with? complimentary 

  

107 Do all that is possible to get action 
on the plans. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

108 Use the non parking part of the 
square for: 
 
1. FREE motor cycle parking on a 
Sunday. 
 
2. An extra market day on a 
Saturday/Sunday. 
 
3. A street market day once a 
month on Kirkgate - Kirkgate to be 
totally traffic free! complimentary 

  

109 Try and bring back more regular 
local transport. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

110 Stay off West Lane. 
 
New swimming pool next to the 
Leisure Centre. 
 
We need a DIY store - how about 
next to Morrisons?  

  

111 N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

112 Ascertain what are the proposals 
for all the soon to be vacated army 
houses together with plans for the 
other land and properties in 
Clotherholme area - there does not 
appear to be any communication 
here between MOD and any other 
body.  Will everyone be left 
scratching their heads when they 
have all gone?  Joined up thinking 
required. 

Focus of proposal 

  

113 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

114 1. You allude to complexities: ifs, 
buts, maybes: spell them out more. 
 
2. See Q3 & 4: invest and make us 
proud of our city, by its 
appearance. 
 
3. How about "Ripon plc" share 
scheme/company/trust?  Rate 
payers as shareholders, investing 
what they can afford.  
Professionally run, "why not" 
attitude, non-political, non-"mafia", 
with reasonable medium-terms 
r.o.c. targets.  That might at least 
enhance available funds and 
facilitate development decisions. 

noted 

  



 

 

115 Seriously consider re-jig of one-way 
system to minimise delays (and hill 
starts - High Skellgate is a pain)  
Consider cyclist counterflow and 
"cyclists give way to pedestrians" 
instead of "no cycling" on FPs. 
 
Coach park to auction mart (bus 
station drop off/pick up) - more car 
parking on existing coach park? 

One way/cycleways 

  

116 Have you looked at building a 
university at Clotherholme when 
the army move out, that would 
create jobs and make Ripon a 
centre for education and learning?  
 
We also require more traffic 
calming as some people drive too 
fast within the city. 

barracks 

  

117 - ensure roads are developed to 
high standard i.e. previous work 
around the market square left 
roads in a terrible state. 
 
- new development somewhere in 
the city for chain hotel for 
convenience i.e. Premier Inn type. 

hotel 

  



 

 

118 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

119 Kirkgate should be more visitor 
friendly.   
 
Restrict the number of cafes and 
replace with quality shops.  
 
More industrial units.   
 
No development at sports fields. 

complimentary 

  

120 Thank you for including me in your 
invitation to consider your 
preliminary draft Ripon City Plan. 
 
Just 2 comments: 
 
1.  The imperative of keeping our 
hospital where it is and expanding 
it to the current swimming pool site 
adjoining it. 
 
2. Good that you support the idea 
of reinstating the railway.  But have 
you placed the station into the 
flood zone? 

SQ health 

  

121 If possible employ a town planner 
to give further advice. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

122 As I wrote above, the difficult 
relationship between housing and 
amenity needs.  Gypsum and 
flooding problems further restrict 
building in Ripon.  (I know it is 
outside the city boundary but the 
development of West Lane for 
housing does make sense so long as 
the roads leading to Harrogate 
Road are freed from parked cars!) 

n/a 

  

123 If we understand - a part grant to 
generate a new swimming 
pool/sports facility was not taken 
up by the council due to lack of 
decision making.  Public open 
spaces and sports facilities are key 
to making Ripon a wonderful city 
for all ages.  If the coach park was 
moved slightly away from the city 
centre and the bus station slightly 
away from the city centre - this 
would considerably lessen the 
heavy traffic around the historical 
centre and greatly improve the 
environment. 

Focus of proposal 

  

124 Ripon could do with tidying up.  
There is too much and derelict 
rubbish, insulting the edge of 
pavement and the road. 

complimentary 

  



 

 

125 The main needs are covered.  Get 
some of the proposals started.  
Then look at further ideas.  They 
may be generated by work in 
progress n/a 

  

126 Please, please initiate a; 
 
PARK & RIDE SCHEME 

carparking 

  

127 To go as far as is possible with a 
Greater Housing Provision.  We are 
all fully aware of the problems 
currently besetting HBC, but we 
must take care that we ensure the 
correct mix of housing for Ripon, 
and that we are not seen as a 
‘dormitory’! 
 
The Chamber are concerned 
regarding several recent criticisms 
of the plan from local developers 
regarding housing needs.  We 
strongly support the need for 
growth of the population but 
quantifying the strength of growth 
is a concern. 

housing 

  



 

 

128 Protect open spaces, improve 
cycling and the pedestrian 
environment, concentrate 
development on the barracks and 
other brownfield sites, understand 
cross-city traffic movement and 
plan to reduce traffic through the 
city centre, pedestrianise the 
market square, keep and improve 
the spa baths, provide a crossing on 
Park street - don't close it, improve 
the tourist offer. 

Open 
space/brownfield/pedestrianise 

  

129 It now needs to be developed 
further, with much more detail and 
purpose; ideally with some 
ambition. 

 

  

130 The plan is very good, will it be 
effective remains to seen. 

agree 

  



 

 

131 Did I miss it but I didn't see any 
mention of a proposed place for a 
concert hall/theatre.  Our little 
cinema shows there's a need for it.  
Not necessarily public funded but 
certainly something that should be 
encouraged along with other types 
of community/ public buildings on 
development sites rather than 
immediately going for housing. 

Theatre 

  

132 Be specific. N/A Comment noted N/A 

133 More focus on attracting new 
businesses into the empty shops in 
the city, particularly on Kirkgate 

complimentary 

  

134 Try to concentrate as much as 
possible on people living in the city 
centre Shopping is becoming on 
line and in big super stores and if 
city centres are to survive people 
have got to live in them Ripon has 
got some lovely housing already 

MPOC 

  

135 Speed up development of derelict 
areas and encourage novel sources 
of financing. 

n/a 

  



 

 

136 You need to build up more detail 
and be bolder in your proposals. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

137 Road improvements  and  
pedestrian and cycle access should 
form  an essential  element of the 
Plan. More parking areas out of the 
city centre such as below the 
Cathedral would be beneficial. 

Carparking/connectivity 

  

138 Move forward more aggressively - 
make any progress you can to 
implement as much as possible 

N/A Comment noted N/A 

139 Continue in the same vein with the 
hope that you get the public 
support your efforts need. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

140 How many shops and businesses 
especially in the city centre, have 
vacant space above them, which 
could be sympathetically 
renovated, and rented.  This would 
not only provide essential housing 
but would bring life into the city, 
especially around the market 
square.   Rents could be kept 
affordable.  Was this proposed by 
the government some years ago? 

Living above shops 

  

141 Transport, transport, transport. It 
seems very little is included in 
addressing the lack of affordable 
public transport links within and 
without the city. 

connectivity 

  



 

 

142 See answers to questions 1 to 9 
 
Have three five year phases to 
2030 
 
Have details of who might do what 
in 2015 to 2020 
 
Have details of how projects / 
schemes can be achieved to 2020 
NOT just sentences ACTION PLANS 
 
Mean while congratulations and 
THANKS to all involved process 

  

 Meet the needs of children, 
teenagers and young adults - this 
plan bears scant regard to the 
young people who are the future of 
our city. Has there been 
consultation with schools, 
teenagers (ours can't wait to 
leave),youth workers, young 
families, nurseries. How will all 
these groups needs be met? 
 
There isn't even a picture of a child 
in your booklet or in your logo 

process 

  



 

 

 Find some use for the unstable 
gypsum area between Magdalens 
and North Road that will either 
make it of public use or stop it 
detracting from the cityscape 

Auction mart 

  

 More depth and substance needs 
to be incorporated on what is 
proposed rather than outlining 
what is already there. It needs to 
outline how the plan makes Ripon a 
better place to live to the average 
resident with open spaces being a 
key item. More detail on how the 
plan will address the market square 
and the development of the area 
while retaining the historical image 
of the city. 

MPOC 

  



 

 

 Some sort of vision of what a small 
Cathedral city should begin to look 
like, live and work in the 21st 
century. 
 
The Cathedral's already known 
concerns over traffic harming the 
structure are not addressed or 
even mentioned. 
 
Other issues have been covered in 
questions 1 to 9. 
 
I can therefore answer yes to 
question 10 with the proviso that I 
think in some areas you should say 
more. CQ  

  

 Better shopping facilities, ie outlet 
village. 

N/A Comment noted N/A 



 

 

 My thoughts, as previously 
expressed in this survey are: - 
 
1. Lobby HBC to review the 
unnecessary constraints to 
development caused by the 
development limit 
 
2. create a family oreintated sports 
complex at Claro Barracks 
 
3. Resurface the market place 
roads using tarmac 
 
4. consider a bandstand on the 
south side of the Market Place, 
with appropriate services 
 
5. look at how car parking and 
associated access can be improved 
 
6. consider a phased introduction 
of pedestrianisation to improve the 
city center visitor/shopper 
experience Carparking/barracks 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


